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he declaration of 2014 as Africa TYear of Agriculture and Food 
Security by the African Union (AU) 
gives the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) 
impetus to celebrate agriculture's 
contribution to economic growth in 
the region. COMESA joins the AU, 
Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs)  and other  Cont inenta l 
Organisations in commemorating this 
declaration. COMESA is gratified that 
member states have responded 
positively to commemorate this 
declaration in activities throughout 
the year 2014 such as the Agricultural 
Shows and Trade Fairs. 

thThe Year 2014 also marks the 10  
Anniversary of the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) since the 

thMaputo declaration of 2003. The 10  
CAADP Partnership Platform held in 
March 2014 in Durban, South Africa 
and the AU Summit of Heads of State 
and Government held in June 2014 in 
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea provided 
moments of ref lect ion on the 
achievements of CAADP for the past 
decade and the way forward.

Going forward, it is gratifying that all 
stakeholders to the CAADP agenda 
including Development Partners are 
unanimously agreed that with the 
past in hindsight, it is now time to 
focus on results and impact of our 
efforts. There is also consensus on the 
need for CAADP to be inclusive by 
focusing on marginalized social 
groups such as the women and youth 
in agriculture including the rural 
farmers.

Modernization of agriculture through 
m e c h a n i z a t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e 
productivity and value addition 
through processing of agricultural raw 
produce are recurrent themes in the 
discourse and quest for agriculture 
transformation. We believe these are 
n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i s i t e s  f o r 
industrialization and for a Green 
Revolution to take off. 
   
COMESA is happy that member states 
that have embraced CAADP as a 
development framework with an 
inclusive approach are beginning to 
reap the benefits. Rwanda provides a 
shining example of the impact and 
results of CAADP where over one 

million households have come out of 
the poverty trap due to the country's 
commitment to CAADP principles. 
COMESA commends Rwanda and 
other member states that have 
positioned agriculture as a lead sector 
for economic growth and social 
transformation. 

With the support of strategic partners 
such as AU, NEPAD Planning and 
Coordination Agency (NPCA), Non- 
State Actors, Development Partners 
and Technical Partners such as Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
COMESA will continue to facilitate 
and build capacity for CAADP 
implementation part icular ly at 
regional level.  

This June 2014 COMESA CAADP 
Newsletter is not only intended to 
inform our stakeholders of the 
progress of CAADP in COMESA but 
also a platform for dialogue. We invite 
feedback as we continue to interact 
with our stakeholders.

SINDISO NGWENYA
COMESA SECRETARY GENERAL

Editorial

Dear Reader,

In line with our commitment to keep you informed of the 
progress of CAADP implementation in COMESA, we are 

happy to share the June 2014 CAADP Newsletter with our 
stakeholders.

The COMESA CAADP Newsletter is one of the tools the CAADP 
Unit in COMESA is using to communicate and share 
information with stakeholders in addition to the CAADP 
Website which is accessible on http://caadp.comesa.int

We urge our stakeholders to visit the COMESA CAADP website 
for regular updates on the progress of CAADP implementation 
in the COMESA region. The COMESA CAADP website link is 
also available on the main COMESA Website www.comesa.int  

The declaration of 2014 as Africa Year of Agriculture and Food 
Security gives us an opportunity to share lessons learnt for the 
past 10 years of CAADP and to celebrate the achievements of 
CAADP in COMESA. 

In this edition we share information with our readers on the 
th10  CAADP Partnership Platform that  took place in Durban, 

South Africa which provided a platform for COMESA to 
interact with various stakeholders including Development 
Partners and to reflect on the achievements of the past decade 
of CAADP. 

We also share progress, impact and results that have been 
achieved by Rwanda as a country that has pioneered the 
process of CAADP implementation in the region and the 
continent. Rwanda completed the first cycle of her National 
Agriculture Investment Plan (NAIP) and launched the second 

thcycle of her Agriculture Sector Investment Plan (ASIP) on 9-10  
June 2014.

As we commemorate 2014 as Africa Year of Agriculture and 
Food Security, we hope to keep our partners and stakeholders 
informed of the progress of CAADP implementation in the 
COMESA region.

On behalf of the CAADP Unit Team at COMESA, it is my hope 
that you will find the June 2014 Newsletter informative and 
useful. 

We look forward to your feedback and comments.

  
Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga
COMESA CAADP Coordinator
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Foreword



The African Union (AU) Heads 

of State declared 2014 as a 

Year of Agriculture and Food 

S e c u r i t y  t o  m a r k  t h e  1 0 t h 

anniversary of CAADP following the 

Maputo Declaration in 2003.

While 2013 marked 10 years since 

CAADP was endorsed by the African 

U n i o n  H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d 

Government in Maputo in 2003, 

they noted that issues of agriculture 

were too important to be obscured 

by the celebration of 50 years of 

establishment of the Organization 

of African Unity (OAU).

According to AU Commissioner for 

Rural Economy and Agriculture, Her 

Excellency Tumusiime Rhoda Peace, 

the Heads of State resolved to 

declare 2014 as a year of agriculture 

after the celebrations of 50 years of 

the establishment of OAU to avoid 

an overlap of the two important 

events.

Speaking in an interview with 

COMESA, H.E Tumusiime said the 

Africa Year of Agriculture and  Food 

Security is being commemorated 

across Africa in Member States, 

Regional Economic Communities 

(RECs), continental organizations 

and the AU Headquarters in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia.

Asked on the achievements of 

CAADP in the past 10 years, 

Commissioner Tumusiime said the 

contribution of agriculture to GDP in 

Africa since 2003 averaged nearly 

4% growth rates per annum across 

the continent.  She added that on 

average, public expenditure on 

agriculture has risen by 7% per year 

across Africa which has almost 

doubled since the launch of CAADP 

in 2003.

�So far, 36 AU Member states have 

signed CAADP Compacts while 30 

h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  N a t i o n a l 

Agriculture and Food Security 

Inves tment  P lans  (NAFS IPs ) . 

Countries now have frameworks to 

g u i d e  t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n 

agriculture,� she said.

 At the regional level, Commissioner 

Tumusiime added that four out of 

eight RECs have signed Regional 

CAADP Compacts while three have 

developed fully costed investment 

plans.

S h e  s a i d  t h e  1 0 t h  C A A D P 

Partnership Platform in March 2014 

which brings together various 

stakeholders in agriculture such as 

national governments, private 

sector, farmer organisations, and 

development partners provides an 

opportunity to reflect on the 

progress made and the way forward 

for the next decade.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  Tu m u s i i m e 

commended COMESA as one of the 

RECs making remarkable progress in 

CAADP implementation with a total 

of 14 member states having signed 

CAADP Compacts by end of 2013.

Meanwhile, COMESA CAADP 

Coordinator, Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga 

said CAADP in COMESA will ensure 

that all major events and activities 

for the year 2014 Work Plan will 

integrate the commemoration of 

2014 as Year of Agriculture.

�Among the events planned is the 

participation of CAADP at the 

Z a m b i a ' s  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 

Commercial Show (Farmers Day) to 

commemorate 2014 as a Year of 

Agriculture and to mark 10 years of 

CAADP�, Dr. Kanyarukiga said.    

OMESA says time is now for the Cregion to be economical ly 
transformed and integrated into the 
global economy through its own 
green revolution and industrialization.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
Ngwenya said he is certain the region 
would become a major granary for the 
world and attain food security 
through programmes and initiatives 
such as the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP). 

Speaking when India's Special 
Representative to COMESA, His 
Excellency Gaddam Dharmendra 
presented his credentials, Ngwenya 
said COMESA has a lot to learn from 
I n d i a ' s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l 
transformation through the Green 
Revolution.

�Time is now for the region to 
economically transform and integrate 
into the global economy. We need to 
have our own Green Revolution 
through mechanized agriculture and 
industrialization, not as suppliers of 
raw materials�, Mr. Ngwenya said.

He observed that the region in the 
1990s had gone through a phase of 
deindustrialization due to structural 
adjustment programmes, which led to 
decreased yields in agriculture.   

Mr. Ngwenya said for the COMESA 
region to develop in a manner 
consistent with the vision of the 
founding fathers who fought for 
independence, there was need for a 
new model  and a paradigm shift from 
poverty reduction to wealth creation.

He hailed the common position that 
exists between India and COMESA 
countries based on a shared history, 
and paid tribute to India's role and 
investment in the region and the 
global economy in sectors such as 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
pharmaceuticals and Information 
Communication Technologies.

Mr. Ngwenya said for COMESA to 
achieve the desired economic and 
social transformation, there was need 
for appropriate skills development 
and technology adoption.

Presenting his credentials,  His 
Excellency Gaddam Dharmendra who 

is also India's High Commissioner to 
Zambia, said his country's historical 
relationship with African countries 
a n d  C O M E S A  i s  g u i d e d  b y 
fundamental principles of mutual 
benefit and not exploitation.

Echoing Mr. Ngwenya's observations, 
His Excellency Dharmendra said 
indeed ski l ls development and 
education were important if COMESA 
was to move from an agriculture 
based economy to an industrialized 
economy.

�As from the 1960s, the fundamental 
tenet  o f  Ind ia ' s  po l i c i e s  was 
investment in skills development and 
today we are reaping the benefits of 
that investment. Agriculture will 
remain an important component of 
our economy�, His  Excel lency 
Dharmendra said.

He said India was committed to 
deepened India-COMESA relationship 
in many areas such as of agriculture 
and industrialization adding that his 
c o u n t r y  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e 
government of Zambia's agriculture 
research institutions and seed banks.

AU Declares 2014 Africa Year of
Agriculture and Food Security

COMESA Needs a Green Revolution-Ngwenya 

4 | CAADP Vol. 1 2014 CAADP Vol. 1 2014  | 5

AU Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture Mrs Rhoda Peace Tumusiime

His Excellency Gaddam Dharmendra , India's Special Representative to COMESA with Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya 
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Food Trade East and Southern 
A f r i c a  h a s  a p p ro a c h e d 
COMESA for the possibility of 

partnership in facilitating regional 
trade in staples.

Food Trade Programme Team Leader 
To d d  T h o m p s o n  s a i d  h i s 
organization currently focusing on  
9 countr ies namely Burundi, 
Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe has identified Maize, 
Beans, Soy and Rice as key staples 
for East and Southern Africa.

Mr. Thompson disclosed that the 
programme which is supported by 
Department for International 
Development (Df ID) ,  UK has 
investment funds which can be 
accessed through two windows 
which are the Development fund 
and Challenge Fund.

�The Development fund is targeted 
for Regional Economic communities 
(RECs), government institutions and 
non-profit making organisations 
while the Challenge Fund targeted 
at the private sector requires 
equity�, Mr. Thompson said.

He said the programme has six areas 
of focus for 2014 for possible 
partnership with COMESA which 
includes among others improved 
seed and movement across borders, 
post-harvest losses, Sustainable 
market Information systems, 
Standards and grading of staple 
foods.

M r .  T h o m p s o n ,  w h o  w a s 
accompanied by Food Trade Market 
Systems Expert Sam Kareithi, was 

speaking during a meeting with the 
CAADP Unit at COMESA on the 4th 
February 2014.

Speaking earlier, COMESA CAADP 
Coordinator Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga 
said the main objective of CAADP in 
COMESA since 2006 is to improve 
pe r fo rmance  o f  ag r i cu l tu re 
programmes in the region.

Dr. Kanyarukiga said CAADP has 
four Pillars which are Sustainable 
Land and Water Management (Pillar 
I), Market Access (Pillar II), Food and 
Nutrition Security (Pillar III) and 
A g r i c u l t u r e  R e s e a r c h  a n d 
Technology dissemination (Pillar IV).
He said the CAADP process is all 
inclusive and stakeholder driven 
adding that COMESA was keen to 
i d e n t i f y  c o m m o n  a r e a s  o f 
partnering with Food Trade. He 
further said that there was need to 
look beyond the 9 countries and the 
four staples identified by Food Trade 

in East and Southern Africa.

The duo from Food Trade also had 
mee t i ng s  w i th  A l l i an ce  f o r 
Commodities Trade for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (ACTESA), Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary Standards (SPS), 
Cross Border Trade (CBT) and 
Gender Division in COMESA.

Under CAADP's Regional Process 
Facil itation, areas of possible 
collaboration with Food Trade which 
were identified included Fisheries, 
Sustainable Land and Natural 
Resources Management; market 
Information systems, Capacity 
Building for Resource mobilization. 
ACTESA identified Seed trade 
harmonization and Input (Fertilizer) 
Supp ly  as  poss ib le  a reas  of 
partnership while SPS identified 
Standards and Grading of Staples as 
an area to collaborate with Food 
Trade.     

Food Trade East and Southern Africa
seeks partnership with COMESA

The 10th CAADP Partnership Platform 
officially opened in Durban, South 

Africa on the 18th March 2014 with a call 
f r o m  k e y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  f o r  t h e 
Comprehensive Afr ica Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) to be 
coherent, inclusive and results oriented.

Speaking at the official opening, African 
Union Commission Chairperson, Her 
Excellency Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma 
said the 10th CAADP Partnership Platform 
was a critical moment of reflection on 
progress made in the last 10 years and on 
the goals for the next decade.

In a speech read on her behalf by the 
Department of Rural Economy and 
Agriculture Commissioner, Her Excellency 
Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, Dr. Zuma said the 
challenges of the last decade are still 
relevant today.

�There is need for improved policies and 
political environment that promotes 
investment in agriculture and rural 
development through value chains. 
Africa's comparative advantage is in 
agriculture based industrialization�, Dr. 
Zuma said.

She said the CAADP Results Framework 
provides guidance on the desired change 
and impact for broad-based social 
development on the continent which will 
foster alignment, harmonization and 
integration of cross-cutting issues such as 
gender,  c l imate  change  and the 
environment.

NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency 
Chief Executive, Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki said 
expectations raised by CAADP were high 
which require addressing challenges such 
as donor dependence, ownership and 
ascertaining the real impact of the process 
despite methodological  issues on 
calculations for targets.

Setting the agenda for discussion, Dr. 
Mayaki called for the upgrading of the 
food security strategy to a regional 
sovereignty strategy adding that the 
current reliance on external financing for 
CAADP was unsustainable.

�There is need for consistency on key 
principles on local ownership. This is not 
c lear on the current dialogue on 
partnerships which should not be based 
on Africa and Development partners but 
with farmers who make development 
effective and are principle investors�, Dr. 
Mayaki said.

He said CAADP has become a recognized 
brand in Africa and outside which has 
rec la imed  ownersh ip  o f  Af r i ca ' s 
agriculture policies as a breakaway from 
conditions imposed by the structural 
adjustment programmes.

Dr. Mayaki said there was need for 
institutional and policy reforms which 
were clear and inclusive by reducing 
inequalities and increasing the capacities 
of farmers, women and the youth. 

�Quality Investment plans will not deliver 
desired results if policies are not aligned to 
support Africa's development agenda. 
Proactive policies are required to protect 
and support African farmers in the wake of 
global competitiveness�, he said.

Speaking for the CAADP Development 
Partners Task Team (DPTT) on behalf of 
Director of European Union Development 
Commission, Roberto Ridolfi, EU Head of 
Rural Development, Food Security and 
Nutr i t ion Jean-P ier re  Ha lk in  sa id 
sustainable agriculture was at the center 
of attention by the EU.

Mr. Ridolfi said the DPTT looks at 
partnerships with Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) beyond financing 
and welcomes inclusive agriculture which 
has the potential to lead millions of people 
out of poverty in Africa and grow millions 
of malnourished children.

�2014 offers a series of opportunities to 
enable CAADP focus on results at country, 
regional and continental level. Nutrition, 
resil ience and inclusiveness of the 
marginalized groups are at the center of 
the EU's development process agenda'', 
Mr. Ridolfi said.

H e  s a i d  t h e  E U  s u p p o r t s  t h e 
implementation of the CAADP Results 
Framework for harmonized data collection 
which will help to assess the global impact 
of the CAADP process.

COMESA Assistant Secretary General 
(Programmes) Ambassador Kipyego 
Cheluget represented COMESA on behalf 
of the Secretary General, Sindiso Ngwenya 
at the 10th CAADP Partnership Platform.

Ambassador Cheluget was accompanied 
by the COMESA CAADP Unit Team led by 
the CAADP Coordinator,  Dr.  Sam 
Kanyarukiga, Deputy CAADP Coordinator 
Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo, Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer Mr. William Dothi and 
CAADP Communications Officer, Mr. 
Cephas Moonga. 

th10  CAADP Partnership Platform calls for Results & Impact 
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he European Union (EU) and Tthe Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) have 

called for an integrated regional 

approach by all stakeholders to 

sustainably manage fisheries and to 

curb illegal fishing.

Speaking during the official opening 

o f  t he  New App roache s  t o 

Susta inab le  Management  of 

Fisheries meeting held in Mahe 

Island of Seychelles, EU' s Director of 

Internat ional  Affa irs  Stefaan 

Depypere said good governance of 

oceans and inland waters require 

rules which are respected by all 

stakeholders.

Mr. Depypere called for the need to 

manage oceans and inland waters in 

a sustainable way in all areas such as 

fisheries, biodiversity or engineering 

adding that the same principles 

need to be applied internationally. 

He said for fishermen to realize 

greater value for their efforts in 

fishing, there was need to build 

va lue cha ins  through better 

processing (value addition) to 

convince consumers to pay more for  

good fish products.   

Speaking at the same occasion, FAO 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy 

Director Dr. Lahsen Ababouch said 

the role of fisheries in reducing 

hunger, malnutrition and poverty 

globally is critical.

Dr. Ababouch said fisheries provide 

livelihoods for over 800 million 

people who represent 12% of the 

world populat ion, whi le f ish 

accounts for 17% of animal proteins 

worldwide which is a major source 

of micro-nutrients for reducing 

infant mortality rates.

He said currently, 33% of the fish 

stocks worldwide are overfished 

w h i c h  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e 

degradation of the ecosystems 

adding that the increasing role of 

aquaculture as an alternative, which 

Stakeholders call for Sustainable Fisheries Management by 2012 provided for about 39% of 

fish consumption is an excellent 

opportun i ty  for  aquacu l ture 

growth.

Dr. Ababouch emphasized that 

improving fisheries management 

through infrastructure and human 

capacity development to deal with 

illegal fishing, effective market 

distribution and reducing post-

harvest losses are some of the best 

ways to reduce stress on fish stocks 

from oceans and lakes.

He called for concerted efforts by 

Gove r nment s ,  I n te r na t iona l 

Organizations, Regional Economic 

Communities (RECs) and the Private 

Sector to address unsustainable 

methods of fishing.

Uganda's State Minister for Fisheries 

Honorable Ruth Nankabirwa said 

h e r  c o u n t r y ' s  m i d - t e r m 

development framework which 

subscribes to Comprehensive Africa 

A g r i c u l t u r e  D e v e l o p m e n t 

Programme (CAADP) principles 

stresses Fisheries Development as 

critical to economic development.

However, Mrs. Nankabirwa said the 

major challenge for aquaculture 

growth for fish farmers was not only 

the source of feed but also the high 

cost which accounts for 60% of 

capital requirements. She said there 

was need for research on an 

alternative feeding regime for fish 

farmers involved in aquaculture.

And Seychelles Minister of Natural 

Resources Peter Sinon said collective 

efforts and global collaboration by 

all nations while recognizing their 

sovere ign r ights ,  but  with in 

pr inc ip les  of  shared natura l 

resources was critical in managing 

renewable natural resources and 

effects of climate change.

Mr. Sinon added that pursuit of 

sustainable development and the 

battle against climate change 

effects such as the rising sea levels 

and acidification will only be won if 

nations sharing finite resources 

reconsider their relationship with 

the oceans.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w h i c h  w a s  a t 

Constance Ephelia Resorts from 9-

11th March 2014 was organized by 

the Smart Fish Programme for the 

implementation of a regional 

fisheries strategy for Eastern and 

Southern Africa under the auspices 

of the Indian Ocean Commission 

(IOC). 

The Smart Fish Programme aims to 

strengthen fisheries management, 

governance, monitoring, control 

and surveillance, trade and food 

security. The Programme is co-

implemented by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) and is funded 

by the EU under the 10th European 

Development Fund.

COMESA attended the meeting 

which attracted participants from 

member states such as Uganda, 

Malawi,  ( representing inland 

fisheries) Kenya (inland/coastal), 

Seychelles, Mauritius, Madagascar 

and Comoros (ocean fisheries). 

Various stakeholder organizations 

involved in Fisheries management 

from the Caribbean, Atlantic, Pacific 

and Indian Oceans attended the 

meeting to share experiences, best 

practices and new approaches in 

fisheries management.
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The need for infrastructure 
development in rural areas to 
l ink  fa rmers  to  markets , 

featured prominently during the 
Regional Trade and Infrastructure 
Work Stream discussions at the 10th 
CAADP Partnerships Platform held in 
Durban, South Africa from 17-21st 
March, 2014.

Convened by the African Union 
Commission (AUC), NEPAD Planning 
and Coordination Agency (NPCA), 
COMESA and the East African 
Community (EAC), the parallel session 
on Regional Trade and Infrastructure, 
highlighted the need for rural farmers 
to have easy access to markets in order 
to reduce post-harvest losses. 

Speaking when chairing the Work 
Stream Session on 20th March, 2014, 
COMESA CAADP Coordinator Dr. 
Sam Kanyarukiga said the issue of 
infrastructure in rural areas should be 
addressed at a higher level by African 
governments.

D r.  K a n y a r u k i g a  s a i d  r u r a l 
infrastructure development should be 
addressed beyond the line Ministries 
of Agriculture and the National 
Agriculture Investment Plans (NAIPs).

�We urge countries to see this as a 
government matter as Ministers of 
Agriculture alone cannot address the 
i s s u e  o f  r u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u re 
development since finances finally 
come from the Ministries of Finance. 
COMESA works with member states 
on all issues of policy in different areas 
not only on trade. We encourage and 
urge member states to implement their 
commitments to the CAADP agenda as 
COMESA has no mechanism to 
enforce  implementat ion�,  Dr. 
Kanyarukiga said. 

He said COMESA has been working 
with the support of Development 
Partners together with the East 
African Community (EAC), Southern 
Africa Development Community 
( SADC )  w i t h i n  t he  t r i p a r t i t e 
framework to facilitate regional trade 
and investment.  

Dr. Kanyarukiga added that one of the 
milestone achievements within the 
tripartite framework in the quest for 
regional trade facilitation was the 
establishment of one stop border 
posts to avoid duplication which has 
helped to facilitate easy flow of goods 
between countries and has reduced 
clearing time.

Apart from lack of infrastructure, 
some of the non-tariff barriers for 
trade in food and agricultural 
products ident if ied were high 
Aflatoxin levels for food products and 
other Sanitary Phyto-sanitary (SPS) 
issues.

COMESA through the SPS Unit is 
working with other regional economic 
communities (RECs) to harmonise SPS 
standards while the AUC has set up 
the Partnership for Aflatoxin Control 
in Africa (PACA) to deal with the 

problem of Aflatoxins mainly in food 
products across the continent.

Meanwhile, EAC's Livestock and 
Fisheries Officer Timothy Wesonga 
said the EAC was developing a 
regional policy on Aflatoxins to 
harmonise standards by coming up 
with Maximum Residue Levels (MLR) 
for Aflatoxins in the region.

The work stream on infrastructure, 
m a r k e t  a c c e s s  a n d  r e g i o n a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n  m a d e  s e v e r a l 
recommendations to the AU Summit 
of Heads of State and Government in 
June 2014 which included the need to 
increase volumes of intra-regional 
trade and the need for RECs to work 
together towards the establishment 
of the intercontinental free trade area.

D e v e l o p m e n t  P a r t n e r s  t h a t 
participated in the Work Stream 
discussions included the United States 
A g e n c y  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Development,  Department for 
International Development (DfID), 
European Centre for Development 
Policy Management (ECDPM), The 
Government of Netherlands, World 
Bank and many others. 

COMESA is committed to 
ensur ing that member 
states have the capacity to 

drive the Comprehensive Africa 
A g r i c u l t u r e  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Programme (CAADP) agenda and to 
own the process at country level.

Speaking during the AUC-NEPAD-
RECs Joint Review and Learning 
Meeting at the 10th CAADP 
Partnership Platform, COMESA 
Deputy CAADP Coordinator and 
Principal Country Process Facilitator, 
Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo said one of 
the key tenets of the CAADP agenda 
is ownership particularly at country 
level.

Presenting the lessons learnt in 
COMESA, Dr. Meebelo said one of 
the challenges in the past 10 years of 
CAADP implementation was the 
slow pace of progress in some 
member states.

�Egypt, Libya and Mauritius have 
not yet launched the CAADP 
process while Eritrea is making 
steady progress from the launch to 
stocktaking. Budgetary allocation to 
the agriculture sector in some 
countries has witnessed an increase 
while, CAADP implementation at 
country level reveals  a dislocation 

b e t w e e n  e x i s t i n g  N a t i o n a l 
Agriculture Investment Plans (NAIPs) 
and actual implementation of 
p rog rammes� ,  D r.  Meebe lo 
observed. 

She said lack of harmonization 
b e t w e e n  p r o g r a m m e 
implementation on the ground and 
the NAIPs has created a challenge in 
evaluation of the actual impact of 
the CAADP processes at country 
level.

Dr. Meebelo said COMESA, through 
the CAADP Unit, is committed to 
building capacity for member states 
to own their processes, adding that 
capacity building at country level 
should be demand driven.

�We will be looking for support from 
partners to build capacity of our 
member states in areas such as 
modeling and domestication of the 
Sustaining CAADP Momentum 
(SCM) Results Framework�, She said. 

And Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) Agriculture 
Policy Coordinator Martin Muchero 
said the SADC Regional Agriculture 
Policy (RAP)'s outputs were aligned 
with the CAADP Results Framework.

Mr. Muchero said the RAP which is 
SADC's Regional Investment Plan to 
guide CAADP implementation will 
require signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to bind 
SADC member states to adhere to 
their commitments.

He  s a i d  SADC M in i s t e r s  o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e  d e m a n d e d  t h e 
development of the MOU which will 
be signed by member states to 
ensure adherence to their 2003 
Maputo Declaration commitments 
and targets. 
 
M e a n w h i l e ,  A f r i c a n  U n i o n 
Commission (AUC) Chief Technical 
Advisor and CAADP Team Leader, 
Keizire Boaz Blackie said there was 
need for a study of at least two 
selected countries from both SADC 
and  COMESA to  a s se s s  the 
feasibility of the Maputo targets and 
commitments.

�There is need to reflect on 
commitments of the 2003 Maputo 
D e c l a r a t i o n .  R E C s  h a v e  a 
responsibility to do further analysis 
to help stakeholders understand the 
political feasibility of the 6% GDP 
contribution by the agriculture 
sector and the 10% budgetary 
allocation�, he said.

Governments urged to invest in
Rural Infrastructure 

COMESA 
committed
to Capacity 
Building for 

Member 
States

Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo with Dr. Janet Edeme, AUC Head, Rural Economy Division
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t huring the 10  CAADP DPartne r sh ip  P l a t fo rm 

M e e t i n g ,  A f r i c a n 

Parliamentarians representing the 

Pan-African Parliament were given 

an opportunity to speak out on their 

perspectives of the Comprehensive 

Africa Development Programme 

(CAADP).

Uganda, Tanzania and DRC 

on domestication of CAADP 

and engagement of African 

Parliamentarians
onorable Amougil Jacqueline Hfrom Uganda observed that 

CAADP was too internationalized 

and not so much domesticated. She 

said there was need for CAADP to 

engage all parliamentarians, as 

CAADP cuts across different sectors 

and not only agriculture.

The sentiments by the Ugandan 

parliamentarian were echoed by her 

Tanzanian counterpart Honorable 

Bernadetta Musashu who said, �As 

P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s ,  w e  a r e 

strategically placed to advocate for 

CAADP because we approve and 

pa s s  budge t s .  Now  we  a re 

discussing recommendations for the 

Heads of State Summit but for 

protocols to be implemented, they 

need to be domesticated and ratified 

by parliamentarians�, she said. 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC)'s Honorable Member of 

Parliament Patrick Mayombe said 

the Pan African Parliament is ready 

to support CAADP in its campaigns 

but noted that there was need for 

CAADP to come down to the level of 

the African Parl iament. 

�We are ready to accompany CAADP 

in its campaigns. You will need to 

communicate as you are not known 

at country level. You are not known 

because you are too high. Come 

down to the level of the African 

Parliament and we are ready to 

support the CAADP agenda�, he said.
 

S i e r r a  L e o n e ,  D R C , 

Zimbabwe on Infrastructure, 

Food and Nutrition Security
a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  f r o m PZ i m b a b w e ,  D e m o c r a t i c 

Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone 

bemoaned the poor state of 

infrastructure in Africa which has a 

negative effect on food security. The 

Pa r l i amen ta r i an s  c a l l ed  f o r 

investment in infrastructure for 

Africa to be interconnected and for 

food to move across the continent.

Parliamentarians speak out
on CAADP

Honorable Sulaiman Sesay, Member 
of Parliament from Sierra Leone 
observed that infrastructure was key 
to food security in Africa as, it was 
linked to markets. 

Honorable Sesay said lack of 
infrastructure in Africa poses a 
threat to food security because 
agricultural products cannot move 
from one country to another. 

�If there is no infrastructure, fresh 
produce gets rotten before reaching 
the markets. How can you transport 
Zambia's maize to Sierra Leone if 
there is no infrastructure?� he asked. 

Honorable Patrick Mayombe who is 
also the Deputy Chairperson for 
Infrastructure at the Commission of 
Agriculture and Rural Economy in 
DRC emphasized that infrastructure 
should not be neglected as it has a 
negative impact on food security at 
country level.

Honorable Mayombe said DRC with 
a surface area of 2,345, 410 
Kilometer squares is not linked 
because of conflicts which have left 
roads in a miserable state. 

� I n  the  Ea s t  we  have  Lake 
Tanganyika where fish naturally die 
because of age when the entire 
country is starving. In Kivu, we have 
sweet potatoes but we can't move 
them to the other parts of the 
count r y  because  o f  l a ck  o f 
i n f r a s t r u c t u re � ,  H o n o r a b l e 
Mayombe lamented. He said 

PDDAA (CAADP) should contribute 
a n d  s u p p o r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u re 
development in the region.

Zimbabwe's Honorable Tambudzani 
Mohadi said apart from roads meant 
to transport food to markets, 
farmers also need warehouses for 
safe storage of food and agricultural 
products to prevent post-harvest 
losses.

Honorable Mohadi said food and 
nutrition insecurity mainly affects 
people in rural areas.  She observed 
that rural people might grow staple 
foods such as maize, but this doesn't 
c o v e r  a l l  t h e i r  n u t r i t i o n a l 
requirements. Honorable Mohadi 
said rural farmers need to diversify 
and venture into aquaculture, 
hort iculture and l ivestock to 
improve on their nutrition needs.

Sitting in for the Madagascan 
Par l iamentar ian,  Min is t ry  of 
Agriculture Permanent Secretary 
Philibert Rakotoson said it is the 
small scale farmers who feed the 
continent. Mr. Rakotoson said small 
scale farmers want peace for their 
well-being and security of their 
goods.

Ethiopia, Somalia, Burkina 
Faso on Women and Youth 
in Agriculture

Her Excellency Rabiya Issa, 
Member of Parliament from 

Ethiopia said though her country has 
given special attention to the 
agriculture sector, there was need 
for change in the way society and 
communities view the role of 
women in development. Honorable 
Issa said customary law in Ethiopia 
does not favor women to own land 
but only men.

�What is the role of the woman in 
development? CAADP must focus 
on capacity building of women and 
providing skills training�, she said.

Regarding the youth, Somalia's 

Honorable Abdiaziz Abdilahi said if 
the youth are not engaged in 
product ive ventures  such as 
agriculture, they will be engaged in 
terrorism activities. Honorable 
Abdilahi said youths are mainly used 
by terrorism networks such as 
Alshabab, and Boko Haram in 
Nigeria because they have nothing 
to do. 

�Give land to the youth; train them 
to build their capacity. Create an 
environment where they can work 
effectively in agriculture. We can 
stabilize Somalia by engaging youth 
in agriculture�, he said. 

However, the Honorable Member of 
Parliament for Burkina Faso, Nestar 
B a s s i e r r e  h a d  a  d i f f e r e n t 
perspective. Honorable Bassierre 
said there was no need to give 
youths land which they cannot take 
care of. 

�Youth are not interested in 
agriculture. What is the reason? It is 
because agriculture is considered for 
the poor. We have a challenge with 
our education system because we 
are only training people to sit in 
offices and not to engage in 
agriculture�, he observed.

Honorable Bassierre said there was 
need for the education system in 
Africa to be practical adding that 
there are people with Diplomas and 
Certificates in Agriculture but have 
never touched land.

Perspectives of African Parliamentarians on CAADP
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While aquaculture is the 

fastest growing animal 

food sector in the 

World, fish farmers in Africa needs 

to work hard for the industry to 

develop success stories.

This is according to South Africa's 

Mtunzini Fish Farmer Neil Stallard, 

who was speaking on behalf of the 

private sector during the side session 
th on Fisheries at the 10 CAADP 

Partnership Platform in Durban 

South Africa. 

 

Mr. Stallard outlined a several 

reasons why there are a number of 

failures in the aquaculture industry 

in Africa and gave highlights of 

practical steps that could provide a 

solution for the industry to succeed. 

 

People using aquaculture 

to access funding
A number of people according to 

Mr. Stallard are using aquaculture to 

access funding using 'buzz' words 

such as �sustainable, subsistence, 

food security� and yet people do not 

produce fish to feed their families 

but to earn money.

�Profitability is key to aquaculture or 

any fisheries project's success. 

People no longer want to subsist but 

to improve themselves financially�, 

he observed adding that the 

goodness with the industry is that 

one can start with low capital.

Aquaculture should be in 

the right ministry
To begin with, Mr. Stallard observed 

that for aquaculture to succeed and 

have support from government, it 

should be in the right ministry.

'For many years aquaculture in 

South Africa was in the Department 

of Environmental Affairs. Over the 

last four years since it has moved to 

the Department of Agriculture, we 

soon started getting support from 

the government', he said. 

Need for an Audit and 

Registration
The starting point in setting practical 

steps for the aquaculture industry 

according to Mr. Stallard is to do an 

audit of all legislation for the 

industry in the country for all actors 

to adhere to.  

�Identification of participants is very 

critical. There is need to register all 

actors to know who is doing what 

and where. A package of guidelines 

for new entrants should be available 

for compliance. Partnerships should 

be formed with all key players 

throughout the entire value chain�, 

he said.

Mr. Stallard said partnerships with all 

key players should consist of 

secondary industries such as feed 

producers, Research workgroups 

and, Marketing workgroups.

�In South Africa all key players sit on 

a Round Table to discuss the 

development of the aquaculture 

value chain and how to market the 

fish sector.  In terms of research, all 

researchers in the industry need to 

have a permit authorizing the 

research area to be undertaken to 

avoid duplication�, Stallard said.

Aquatic animal Health 

Extension Services
For Community based projects, Mr. 

Stallard advised that there is need 

fo r  an  in tegra ted  approach 

consisting of partnership between 

the industry and government 

adding that dishing out farms for 

fish farming doesn't work.

�Government needs to come in to 

provide a conducive environment 

and the aquatic animal health 

services� he emphasized.

Site selection and Climatic 

conditions
For Commercial projects, Mr. 

Stallard said site selection is very 

Aquaculture, fastest growing
sector in Agriculture

impor tan t  wh i ch  shou ld  be 

preceded by market identification. 

�For site selection, variations in 

w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  c l i m a t i c 

conditions entails that aquaculture 

can work in one place and could fail 

in another. We wanted to produce 

Tilapia but the site was too cold for 

production. We made several pilot 

runs originally starting with prawns 

but failed�, Mr. Stallard narrated. 

Way forward
Meanwhile, the African Union and 

NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 

Agency (NPCA) with the support of 

Deve lopment  Pa r tne r s  have 

developed the Pan-African Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Policy Framework 

and Reform Strategy (PAFPF&RS). 

NPCA Senior Adviser, Fisheries 

Partnership for African fisheries Dr. 

Sloans Chimatiro said the document 

was developed through an inclusive, 

participatory and transparent 

process to ensure that fisheries and 

aquaculture related support to 

Africa is not fragmented but more 

focused in the next decade of 

CAADP.

�The Framework will be a guide for 

our Member States and RECs as they 

develop their national and regional 

f i s h e r i e s  a n d  a q u a c u l t u r e 

development plans in accordance 

with the sustainability, productivity 

and profitability outcomes�, Dr. 

Chimatiro said.

And African Union's Inter Africa 

Bureau for Animal Resources Head 

of Animal Production Dr. Simplice 

Nouala said there was need for a 

platform at a Regional Level to bring 

all fish farmers together and to 

improve on the extension services in 

the fishing sector on the continent.

COMESA Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Strategy
COMESA has developed a Fisheries 

and Aquaculture strategy to 

i n c r e a s e  a n d  s u s t a i n  t h e 

contributions of fisheries and 

aquaculture to the region's social-

economic development and food 

security.

The Strategy identifies regional 

p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e 

development of the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector, and outlines 

COMESA's approach for  the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e g i o n a l 

programmes in support of these 

priorities.

The  COMESA  F i she r i e s  and 

aquaculture Strategy identifies six 

priority areas: (1) Facilitating intra-

regional trade and marketing of 

fisheries and aquaculture products 

(2) Harmonization of Regulations, 

Standards and development of a 

Regional Policy on fisheries and 

aquacu l tu re  (3 )  Techno logy 

dissemination and Research (4) 

Capacity Building and Training (5) 

Management of shared fisheries 

and aquaculture resources (6) 

Investment facilitation.

Mr. Neil Stallard, Mtunzini Fish Farmer
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While aquaculture is the 

fastest growing animal 

food sector in the 
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th on Fisheries at the 10 CAADP 
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failures in the aquaculture industry 

in Africa and gave highlights of 

practical steps that could provide a 

solution for the industry to succeed. 

 

People using aquaculture 

to access funding
A number of people according to 

Mr. Stallard are using aquaculture to 

access funding using 'buzz' words 
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Aquaculture, fastest growing
sector in Agriculture
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he World Bank has disclosed that TRegional Economic Communities 
will receive funding to the tune of 

US$15 Million for rolling out CAADP 
under the next funding cycle of Multi-
Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) 2 from 2015-
2020. Funding availability is contingent 
upon support to the MDTF2 from the 
different development partners.

Speaking during the Business Meeting 
of the 10th CAADP Partnership Platform 
held on the 22nd March 2014, World 
Bank's Lead Agriculture Specialist 
Willem Janssen said the allocation 
which is based on spending would see 
MDTF 2 shift emphasis to enabling 
c o u n t r y  l e v e l  p r o g r a m m e 
implementation.

Mr. Janssen said MDTF1 prepared RECs 
in Africa to manage funds and develop 
adequate procedures, while MDTF2 will 
see the establishment of a Fund 
Secretariat housed within a suitable 
African organization, possibly NPCA.

Commenting on future challenges, Mr. 
Jansen noted that implementation of 
NAIPs has just started and more work 
needed to be done at country level to 

build on what has been started, adding 
that while the role of the private sector 
has been recognized, it has not been 
sufficiently integrated in CAADP under 
MDTF1. 

�The flow of funds to the RECs will be in 
two ways; the first one is directly 
through the Child Trust Fund (CTF) while 
the second will be indirectly through the 
Challenge Fund. The Challenge Fund 
focuses on proposals from National 
Governments ideally in partnership with 
Producer Organizations, Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) and the Private 
Sector. RECs can access the Challenge 
Fund indirectly through cost recovery on 
support requested by the countries for 
implementing their approved Challenge 
Fund proposals�, he said.

During the question and answer 
ses s ion ,  Un i ted  S ta tes  A id  fo r 
International Development' s Director 
for Food and Agriculture Policy Jeff Hill 
wanted to know whether under 
MDTF2, World Bank would be able to 
align its funding portfolio with CAADP 
and whether the Bank  will contribute to 
MDTF funding.

Responding to the first question, Mr. 
Jansen said that most of the World 
Bank's support is at country level and 
that it is more feasible for the Bank to 
coordinate and harmonize at country 
level than at the continental level, with 
the country investment programs 
learning from CAADP, but also CAADP 
learning from the country investment 
programs.

Regarding the second question he said: 
�Our principal clients are countries and 
our principal instrument are credits. 
Grant funding for continental initiatives 
is scarce, but by all means we aim to 
mobilize internal grant resources, even 
though we cannot express a formal 
commitment at this stage. Also, the 
Bank stands ready to provide more 
technical support than before, for 
example in climate smart agriculture, 
land policy, and expenditure reviews.� 

Mr. Jansen disclosed that World Bank is 
c u r r e n t l y  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a 
reorganization, and that the Bank has 
identified two priority regions in the 
world (South Asia and Africa) and two 
priority sectors within Africa which are 
Energy and Agriculture.

RECs to receive US15 Million for CAADP
under MDTF2- World Bank

he Government of Mauritius and Tthe African Union Inter-African 
Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-

IBAR) signed a pilot activity project 
aimed at evaluating basic veterinary 
services in Mauritius. 

AU-IBAR Director Professor Ahmed El-
Sawalhy signed on behalf AU-IBAR and 
VET-GOV COMESA program, while 
Mauritius' Ministry of Agro-Industry and 
Food Security (MAIFS) Permanent 
Secretary Mr. Ashis Kumar Hoolass 
signed the agreement on behalf of his 
government.

Speaking after the signing ceremony, 
Director of AU-IBAR Professor Ahmed 
El-Sawalhy said the purpose of the 
project was to improve the quality and 
efficiency of basic veterinary services in 
Mauritius.

�The project will involve private 
veterinarians in the service delivery and 
by implement ing Pr ivate Publ ic 
Partnerships (PPPs) through which some 
of the public veterinary service activities 
could be handed over to private 
veterinarians�, Professor El-Sawaldy 
said.

Professor Ahmed El-Sawalhy expressed 
AU-IBAR's commitment to strengthen 
the capacities of AU Member States to 
prevent and control trans-boundary 
animal diseases and zoonosis.

Speaking during the occasion, MAIFS 
Minister, Hon. Satya Vegash Faugoo 
appreciated the good work that AU-
IBAR and COMESA were undertaking to 
add re s s  na t i ona l  and  reg iona l 
institutional gaps including livestock 
policies, strategies and veterinary 
legislations.

Min is ter  Faugoo reaff i rmed h is 
government's commitment to support 
all agricultural sectors, especially the 
l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e 
implementation of the pilot activity 
project.

At the same occasion, VET-GOV 
Program Coordinator in COMESA, Dr. 
Yoseph S. Mamo made a presentation 
on �International Norms and Good 
Practices in Veterinary Services� which 
requires strict adherence to the 
International Standards.

Dr. Mamo said the standards include; 
surveillance of animal health; early 

detection of diseases, transparency and 
immediate outbreak declarations 
(notifications); a rapid response to 
animal disease outbreaks, application of 
bio-security and bio-containment 
measures; strategies to provide farmers 
with compensation. 

The signing ceremony which took place 
in the Mauritian capital city, Port Luis, on 

st21  March 2014 was witnessed by 
off ic ia ls  f rom sector ministr ies, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  f a r m e r s ' 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  C i v i l  S o c i e t y 
Organizations (CSOs) and Private Sector 
veterinarians.

Earlier, Professor Elsawalhy and Dr. 
Mamo paid a courtesy call on Hon. 
Minister Satya Vegash Faugoo and 
discussed various issues on regional 
livestock development, diseases control 
and the progress on the implementation 
of VET-GOV's programs in COMESA and 
the continent.

The pilot project is funded by a grant 
from European Union (EU) and African 
Union Commission (AUC) through AU-
IBAR-COMESA Reinforcing Veterinary 
Governance in Africa (VET-GOV) 
program.

Mauritius signs Veterinary Care Pilot project with
AU-IBAR and COMESA VET-GOV program

Mr. Willem Janssen (Left) Speaking during the 10th CAADP Partnership Platform Business Meeting 
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Egyptian President Adbel Fattah al-Sisi (insert) addressing the AU Summit of Heads 
of State in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea during the official opening.
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2013 CAADP Media Award Winners at the 10th CAADP PP, in Durban, South Africa: 
(L-R) Doreen Nawa (Zambia Daily Mail), Richard Katami Bwayo (Uganda 

Broadcasting Corporation Radio), Sitembile Siwawa (Zambia Daily Mail), Idrissa 
Konditamde (Burkina Faso), Adelaide Arthur (Ghana).

(Right) COMESA Assistant Secretary General-Programmes Ambassador Kipyego 
Cheluget with High Level Officials after the official opening of the 10th CAADP PP,

in Durban, South Africa.

COMESA CAADP Deputy Coordinator Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo, Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga 
(CAADP Coordinator) and Wiliam Dothi (M&E Expert) at the AUC-NEPAD-RECs 

Joint Review Meeting during the 10th CAADP Partnership Platform,
in Durban South Africa.

NEPAD Sustainable Land and Water Management Team Leader Mamadou Mousa 
Diakhite, COMESA CAADP M&E Expert William Dothi, Mr. Robert Khaukha 

(Uganda) at the Communications Strategy, M&E System Validation Workshop
in Kampala, Uganda.

Peasant farmers in Rambura Sector, Nyabihu District, Western Province of Rwanda 
creating hillside terraces under the Land Husbandry and Water Harvesting 

Programme (LHWHP).

Sustainable Land and Water Management: Terraced landscape with water gullies 
for preventing soil erosion in Rambura Sector, Nyabihu District, Rwanda.

COMESA CAADP Staff, Rwanda Ministry of Agriculture Officials with Rice Farmers 
in Rugarama, Eastern Rwanda.

Rwanda Ministry of Agriculture Director General, Crop Production Mr. Norbert 
Sendege with Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga at the Village Farm Mechanization

Service Centre in Kigali, Rwanda.

COMESA CAADP Coordinator, Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga delivering a keynote speech on 
behalf of RECs during the  launch of Rwanda's Second CAADP Cycle on 9th June, 

2014 in Kigali, Rwanda.

COMESA Staff, Madagascar official with SG Sindiso Ngwenya after the signing of 
the Madagascar CAADP Compact on 13th June 2014 in Antananarivo, 

Madagascar.

COMESA CAADP Administrative Assistant Ms. Priscilla Mwiche after servicing
the Madagascar CAADP Compact signing event.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya with Dr. Abdalla Hamdok, Deputy 
Executive Secretary of Economic Commission for Africa at the AU Summit of Heads 

of State in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea.

African Leaders standing for the African Union anthem at the official opening of the 
2014 AU Summit of Heads of State and Government on Agriculture and Food 

Security in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea.

COMESA Director for Gender and Social Affairs Division Mrs. Beatrice Hamusonde 
with Silva Food Solutions Ltd Managing Director and Silva University Founder 

(Zambia), Mrs. Silvia Banda at the African Agribusiness Forum in Malabo, 
Equatorial Guinea. 

LHWHP/ Rural Sector Support Project Communications Officer Frank Kanyesigye, 
COMESA CAADP Communications Officer Cephas Moonga with Dr. Sam 

Kanyarukiga in Ngororero, Western Rwanda.
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�Deeper engagement with the 
domestic private sector in Africa is 
critical  for harnessing opportunities in 
the agricultural sector, particularly the 
commodity value chains,� the African 
Agribusiness Forum has noted.

Held under the margins of the African 
Union (AU) Heads of State Summit on 
22 June, 2014 at the Sipopo 
Conference Centre in Malabo, 
Equatorial Guinea, the Forum 
emphasized the need to unlock the 
potential of the domestic private 
sector in Africa as a catalyst for 
agriculture transformation.

�Cur rent l y  the  cont inent  i s  
experiencing increased population 
growth. Never before has Africa 
e xpe r i enced  su ch  i n c rea sed  
population growth. It requires 
increased food production by 40 
percent given that by 2050, Africa will 
be number five in terms of population 
growth with the youth being in the 
majority,� the AU Commissioner for 
Rural Economy and Agriculture, Her 
Excellency Rhoda Tumusiime said.

She added that inclusive growth 
requires active participation of the 
youth in agriculture; and the current 
small holder farmers, who are mainly 
retirees and above 50 years, might not 
bring the much needed change for 
increased productivity.

�The African Agribusiness Forum 
provides an opportunity for discussing 
concrete strategies for the realization 

of recommendations of the Joint 
Ministerial Meeting of Ministers of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in April 2014, 
and it is here where we have to forge  
the way forward,� Commissioner 
Tumusiime said.

The Chief Technical Advisor for AU 
CAADP, Mr Boaz Keizire said that 
while attention in the past has been 
on attracting global investment with 
limited attention to African investors, 
currently focus will be on mobilising 
domestic private sector investment.

�Inclusive growth requires addressing 
the exclusion of women, youth and 
small holder farmers in Africa's 
agricultural transformation,� Mr 
Keizire said.

Meanwhile, Ghana Private Enterprise 
Foundation Director General, Nana 
Osei Bonsu, said that CAADP 

implementation at national level 
presupposes the engagement of the 
domestic private sector, which should 
be a catalyst for bringing foreign 
private investment.
 
�There is need for the right tools and 
institutional framework for CAADP 
implementation at national level, and 
African governments need to 
prioritise local capital mobilisation for 
the domestic private sector to access 
on a long term basis to drive 
agricultural development,� Mr Bonsu 
said.

�Agricultural investment requires 
long term capital and cuts across all 
sectors such as telecommunications, 
I n fo rma t i on  Commun i ca t i on  
Technologies (ICTs), insurance and 
finance. All of these have to be 
mobilised primarily by the private 
sector,� he concluded.

COMESA was represented at the 
Forum by the CAADP Coordinator 
and Deputy Coordinator, Sam 
Kanyarukiga and Meebelo Nalishebo 
respectively; the Director for Gender 
and Social Affairs, Mrs Beatrice 
Hamusonde, among others. 

The African Agribusiness Forum was 
held under the theme: �Transforming 
Africa's agriculture for shared 
prosperity and improved livelihoods: 
Harnessing opportunities for inclusive 
g r o w t h  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  
development�.

Livestock Sector contribution to CAADP
Underestimated-VET-GOV

he Veterinary Governance TProgramme (VET-GOV) has 
observed that the potential and 

contribution of the livestock sector on 
food security and poverty alleviation 
u n d e r  C A A D P  h a s  b e e n 
underestimated.

African Union VET-GOV Programme 
Coordinator Dr. Baboucarr Jaw said 
l ivestock accounts for 35% of 
agricultural Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and 10% of the average 
national GDP in Africa.

Speaking during the workshop on 
Development of Support Strategy and 
Action Plan for Livestock Farmers 
Association and Apex Organisation, 
held from 23-25th April 2014 in 
Arusha Tanzania, Dr. Jaw said the 
l ivestock sector lacked strong 
governance institutions and policies.

�The absence of strong governance, 
institutional and policy failures, gross 
under-representation in national 
policy documents has resulted in the 
sector not contributing as much as it 
might have,'' Dr. Jaw observed.

COMESA VET-GOV Programme 
Coordinator Dr. Yoseph Mamo said 
CAADP provides an appropriate 
framework to increase visibility of the 
livestock sector and its contribution to 
food security and poverty alleviation 
in Africa.

Dr. Mamo said it was important to do 
gap ana lyses  of  the  Nat iona l 
Agriculture Investment Plans (NAIPs) 
to assess whether livestock has been 
adequately represented. 

He said VET-GOV Programme in 
COMESA has done gap analyses of 
the NAIPs in member states to ensure 
livestock issues are adequately 
represented.

The meeting recommended the 
establishment of an umbrella regional 
livestock sector association and 
Livestock Councils at national levels to 
address governance, institutional and 
policy gaps.

During the meeting, delegates went 
on a field visit to Shalom Poultry 
Association in Arusha where women 
have come together to breed 

indigenous chickens for income 
generation. 

The workshop was attended by the 
European Union (EU), East African 
Farmers Federation (EAFF), Zambia 
National Farmers Union (ZNFU), 
Zambia's Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock, Livestock Producers' 
Associations from COMESA, East 
African Community (EAC), and Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l  A u t h o r i t y  o n 
Development (IGAD). 

Alliance for Commodity Trade in 
Eastern and Southern Africa (ACTESA) 
Chief Executive Argent Chuula 
attended the meeting.

Livestock producer associations and 
Farmers' organizations that attended 
the meeting from COMESA included 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Sudan and Zambia. 
VET-GOV is a Programme of the 
African Union's InterAfrican Bureau 
for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) with 
a vision to leverage the potential of 
the livestock sector to contribute 
significantly to poverty and hunger 
reduction. The Programme is funded 
by the European Union (EU).
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concrete strategies for the realization 

of recommendations of the Joint 
Ministerial Meeting of Ministers of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in April 2014, 
and it is here where we have to forge  
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Rwanda's  reduced poverty  leve ls 
particularly in the rural communities have 
been attr ibuted to the country 's 
commitment to the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP) principles since 2007.

Speaking in an interview with COMESA on 
8th May 2014, Rwanda's Agriculture and 
Animal Resources Minister Dr. Agnes 
Kalibata disclosed that remarkable 
reductions in poverty levels across the 
country coincided with the CAADP 
implementation period.

Dr. Kalibata said adherence to the CAADP 
principles saw the country's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) growing to an 
average of about 6% per annum from 
2009 which is largely attributed to the 
agriculture sector.

�12% poverty reduction was recorded 
during the period with 65% from the 
agriculture sector which is also a major 
contributor to the manufacturing sector. 
This saw over 1 million people coming out 
of poverty�, Dr. Kalibata disclosed.

She said since 2007 when Rwanda 
became the first country to sign the 
CAADP Compact, much time was taken to 
review the agriculture investment plan and 
putting in place mechanisms that would 
ensure accountability in terms of concrete 
and measurable indicators that would 
satisfy all partners.

�We worked with all partners such the 
African Union, New Economic Partnership 
for Economic Development (NEPAD), 
COMESA and Development Partners. We 

had our Second Strategic Plan, Vision 
2020, and the Maputo Declaration as 
guiding frameworks. The Investment plan 
helped us to mobilise resources for what 
government could not cover�, she said.

Dr. Kalibata said the Government of 
Rwanda which has commitment from the 
highest office has invested in agriculture 
through capacity building of small scale 
farmers, infrastructure development, 
extension services and environmental 
protection which has put money in 
farmer's pockets.

�We managed to achieve food security 
through increased productivity and 
reducing post-harvest losses through our 
programmes. This resulted in a triple 
increase in maize production and a tenfold 
increase in potato production beating the 
FAO recommended kilo calories per 
person in terms of nutrition�, she said.

And  Wor ld  Bank  Head  o f  Ru ra l 
Development for Rwanda Country Office, 
Mr.  Mark Aust in sa id the Global 
Agriculture Food Security Programme 
(GAFSP) funding was catalyt ic to 
R w a n d a ' s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l 
transformation.

Speaking in a separate interview with 
COMESA on behalf of World Bank as the 
outgoing co-chair of the Agriculture 
Sector Working Group for Rwanda, Mr. 
Austin disclosed that World Bank as one of 
the development partners has been       
co- f inanc ing ( in  par tnersh ip  wi th 
government)  the development of 
marsh lands ,  land husbandry  and 
watershed management in Rwanda.

�The GAFSP funding has been key to the 
impact in the area of land and water 
management ,  wa te r  ha r ve s t i ng , 
mainstreaming nutrition and construction 
of storage sheds for reduction of post-
harvest  losses�, Mr. Austin observed.

The Agriculture Sector Working Group in 
Rwanda which is co-chaired by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the lead 
funding partner consists of stakeholders in 
the agriculture sector from the private 
sec tor,  fa rmers '  representa t i ves , 
Chambers of Industry, Civil Society 
Organisations (CSOs) and funding 
partners.

The European Union as the lead funding 
partner in the next CAADP cycle, referred 
to as �CAADP 2� will be taking over from 
the World Bank as a co-chair with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal 
Resources.

Other funding partners that supported 
Rwanda under CAADP 1 apart from World 
Bank and EU include the United States 
A g e n c y  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( U S A I D ) ,  A f r i c a n 
Development Bank (AfDB),  Japan 
International Cooperation Agency(JICA), 
BTC, International Fund for Agriculture 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( I FA D ) ,  t h e  D u t c h 
Government, Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (through technical support).

The COMESA Delegation comprising of 
C A A D P  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  D r .  S a m 
Kanyarukiga, CAADP Communications 
Officer, Mr. Cephas Moonga and Assistant 
Public Relations Officer Daniel Banda were 
in Rwanda from 4-11th May 2014 to 
document achievements of CAADP in the 
country.

COMESA SLWM Project M&E System and
Communication Strategy validated

he Institutional Support to TNEPAD and Regional Economic 
Commun i t i e s  ( RECs )  f o r 

Su s t a i nab l e  L and  and  Wa te r 
Management (SLWM) in Sub-Saharan 
Africa Project's Monitoring and 
Evaluation Framework and the     
draft Communication strategy were 
validated by member states in 
COMESA.

The validation workshop which 
attracted participants from 13 
COMESA member states: Burundi, 
Comoros, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, 
Uganda, Rwanda,  Sudan, Swaziland, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe was held in 
Uganda's capital Kampala from the 
29-30th April, 2014.

The SLWM project is a regional 
initiative, jointly implemented by 
COMESA and NEPAD, focusing on 
strengthening monitor ing and 
e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  k n o w l e d g e 
management to support national 
processes and investments to scale   
up SLWM. 

The SLWM Project which aims to 
address issues such as soil erosion, 
deforestation, and integrated water 

management in the wake of climate 
change is being implemented within 
the CAADP framework particularly 
focusing on Pillar I which aims at 
extending the area under sustainable 
land management and reliable water 
control systems.

The project engaged consultants to 
develop a Monitoring and Evaluation 
Framework for harmonizing and 
aggregating SLWM indicators in the 
region and a Communications 
Strategy which were reviewed and 
validated by COMESA member states.

The SLWM M&E Framework aims to 
come up with specific indicators for 
tracking in a harmonized way the 
implementation and results of various 
SLWM efforts in the region.

The Communications and advocacy 
strategy aims to address identified 
gaps on Knowledge Management 
and Information Sharing as well as 
Su s t a i nab l e  L and  and  Wate r 
Management policy gaps.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  d r a f t 
Communications strategy, delegates 
called for the need to link land 
degradation to climate change and 
food security in communicating 

SLWM issues while advocating for 
enforcement of existing policies to 
combat land degradat ion and 
restoration of degraded eco-systems.

The workshop was facilitated by 
COMESA CAADP Monitoring and 
Evaluation Expert, Mr. William Dothi 
(M&E Framework) and the CAADP 
Communications Officer Mr. Cephas 
Moonga (Communications Strategy) 
in conjunction with the consultants 
who developed the draft documents.

NEPAD's Team Leader for Sustainable 
Land and Water  Management 
Mamadou Mousa Diakhite attended 
the va l idat ion workshop.  Mr. 
Mamadou, graced the official and 
closing ceremony of the workshop.

During the opening ceremony Mr. 
Mamadou re i te rated NEPAD's 
commitment with the support of 
Development Partners and the RECs 
to scale up Sustainable Land and 
Water Management in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

He said a similar workshop has been 
held in West Africa under the auspices 
of the Economic Community for West 
African States (ECOWAS).

CAADP helps reduce Poverty in Rwanda
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Rwanda has officially flagged off 
the second phase of her 
Agriculture Sector Investment 

Plan (ASIP) for the second 5-year cycle 
of the country's Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Program (CAADP) implementation.

The High-level CAADP II Stakeholder 
meeting to launch the second phase 
was attended by national and regional 
agricultural experts, policymakers, 
donors, Non-State Actors as well as 
representatives of Ministries of 
Agr i cu l tu re  and  F inance  and 
COMESA.

The meeting was held in Kigali from 
the 9th to 10th June, 2014, under the 
theme �Transforming Agriculture for 
Shared Prosperity and Improved 
Livelihoods.�

Speaking during the meeting, 
Minister of Agriculture and Animal 
Resources Dr. Agnes Kalibata said 
though Rwanda has achieved a lot in 
the f i r s t  cyc le  of  her  CAADP 
implementation, a lot more needs to 
be done to lift more people out 
poverty.

�Yes we have done a lot together, yes 

we have a lot to celebrate, yes CAADP 
I was extremely successful, but we 
have learnt from what we did that we 
can do even more. Currently 44% of 
children in Rwanda are malnourished. 
This needs to be urgently addressed. 
We need to maintain food security in 
the face of climate change and we 
need to close the malnutrition gap,� 
she said.

Dr. Kalibata said in the next five years, 
her government was targeting to lift 
three million more people out of 
poverty using the agriculture sector, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r 
engagement in agriculture was critical 
to achieve this target.

Speaking on behalf of COMESA as the 
Regional Economic Community (REC) 
responsible for Rwanda's facilitation 
in CAADP implementation, COMESA 
CAADP  Coord ina to r  D r.  Sam 
Kanyarukiga applauded Rwanda for 
t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  o n  C A A D P 
implementation on the continent.

�Rwanda has continued to be 
exemplary, shining star, and providing 
best practices for other countries on 
the continent in positioning the 
agriculture sector as a lead sector for 

social and economic development�, 
Dr. Kanyarukiga said.

Dr. Kanyarukiga said under the first 
cycle of her National Agriculture and 
Food Security Investment Plan(NAIP), 
it was noteworthy and commendable  
that Rwanda managed to lift  at least 
one million citizens out of poverty.

He said COMESA in partnership with 
the African Union (AU) and NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating Agency 
(NPCA) was committed to facilitate 
and support the implementation of 
CAADP by member states through 
capacity building at both country and 
regional level.

Speaking earlier, Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Animal Resources, Tony Nsanganira, 
said that CAADP is a very important 
tool for African countries to reduce 
poverty using agriculture.

Rwanda launched the second 
agricultural investment plan (2013-
17 ) ,  a s  a  t oo l  f o r  re sou rce s 
mobilization from both public and 
private sectors to achieve the sector 
development goals and Economic 
Development and Poverty Reduction 
Strategy (EDPRS-II) targets.

OMESA is the new Chair of Cthe FAO hosted Partnership 
for Agricultural Water for 

Africa (AgWA) Steering Committee, 
taking over from WaterNet. This seat 
is for a period of 2 years from April 
2014 to March 2016.

AgWA is a partnership of African 
countries, development partners, 
international, regional and national 
organisations from the public and 
private sectors and civil society, with a 
common interest and important 
capacities to support investment in 
Agriculture Water Management 
(AWM) in Africa.

The core function of AgWA is to 
support planning and implementation 
of AWM investments within the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP).

COMESA, as a Chair of the Steering 
Committee, is expected to provide 
overall strategic guidance to the 
Steering Committee and act as a 
liaison between AgWA and key 
Stakeholders including the public and 
the media.

The Chair will also coordinate and 

ensure policies and procedures are in 
place for effective management of the 
AgWA Secretariat, and call for special 
meetings for the Committee when 
necessary.

T h e  F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e 
Organization (FAO) organized the 
COMESA and FAO-AgWA Roundtable 
Meeting from 19-20 May 2014 at FAO 
Headquarters, in Rome, Italy.

The Roundtable agreed to frame 
actions within the CAADP processes 
and principles, and to extend support 
beyond national level to also embrace 
the regional dimensions.  COMESA 
was represented by Deputy CAADP 
Coordinator Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo 
and the CAADP Policy Analyst, Dr. Ken 
Shawa.

Other guiding principles of the FAO-
AgWA-COMESA collaboration seek 
to align cooperation within AgWA's 
priority areas of work which includes 
Advocacy, Partner Harmonization, 
Resource Mobilization, Knowledge 
Sharing and Capacity Building.

In her presentation during the Round 
Table Meeting, Dr. Meebelo said 

bui lding partnerships to fulf i l l 
strategic objectives is one of the key 
functions contained in the structure of 
work of the CAADP Unit in COMESA.
Dr. Meebelo said under Sustainable 
Land and Water Management, 
reflecting Pillar I of the CAADP 
framework, COMESA signed a 
Technical Cooperation Agreement 
with FAO to undertake a project titled, 
�Support to the pre-and-post CAADP 
Compact process for improved 
agricultural water management�.

�The project currently targets four (4) 
countries including Egypt, Malawi, 
Sudan; and Swaziland.  It is against 
this background that COMESA, 
AgWA and FAO have organized this 
roundtable to, inter alia, assess the 
contribution of the project to the 
CAADP Pillar I framework�, she said.

And FAO's Director of the Land and 
Water Division, Mr. Moujahed Achouri 
thanked COMESA for embracing the 
p r o j e c t  a n d  l e a d i n g  i t s 
implementation.   He said FAO's Land 
and Water Division, seeks to enhance 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  p roduc t i v i t y  and 
sustainable use of land and water 
resources.

COMESA takes over Chairmanship
of FAO-AgWA Steering Committee

Rwanda launches the second cycle
of CAADP implementation
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Mr. Ngwenya assured the 

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

Madagascar of COMESA's 

unwavering and continued 

s u p p o r t  t o  C A A D P  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

particularly in the areas of 

Crops, Fisheries, Livestock 

a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  

development.  He stressed 

the importance of job 

creation for the youth and 

enhancement of women.  

Meanwhile, COMESA has 

pledged to join hands with 

Madagascar in seeking the 

country's re-integration to 

the African Growth and 

Opportunities Act (AGOA) before 

the next Summit. Ngwenya also 

stressed the importance of speeding 

up development in Madagascar 

through design of bankable 

programmes which generate quick 

returns on investment. 

He stated that various facilities will 

be pursued to support the Republic 

of Madagascar, including the 

African development Banks' Facility 

for Fragile ad post conflict states and 

the COMESA Technical Cooperation 

facility. The Secretary General 

encouraged Madagascar to urgently 

finalise the National Agriculture 

Investment Plan ahead of the 

CAASDP Pledging Conference in the 

next three to four months.

M a d a g a s c a r ' s  M i n i s t e r  o f  

Agriculture and Rural Development 

Roland Ravatomanga said the 

CAADP process was delayed for the 

past f ive years because of 

Madagascar's political crisis.

Mr.  Rava tomanga  thanked  

COMESA, the African Union and 

NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 

Agency for their continued support 

during the post-crisis period 

towards ensuring advancement of 

t h e  C A A D P  p r o c e s s e s  i n  

Madagascar.

And Madagascar's Minister of 

Finance and Budget Professor Jean 

Razafindravonona said agriculture 

supports over 80% of the Malagasy 

people and that his government was 

committed to supporting the sector 

through increased budgetary 

allocation.

CAADP is an initiative of the African 

Union (AU) focusing on improving 

food security, nutrition, and 

increasing incomes in Africa's 

largely farming based economies. It 

aims to do this by raising agricultural 

productivity by at least 6% per year 

and increasing public investment in 

agriculture to 10% of national 

budgets per year.

Though Madagascar CAADP 

stCompact was signed on 21  

October  2013  by  na t iona l  

stakeholders, partners such as the 

African Union, NEPAD Planning and 

Coordinating Agency (NPCA), 

C O M E S A  a n d  i n - c o u n t r y  

Development Partners had not yet 

signed the document due to the 

political crisis.

14 COMESA member States have, 

so far, signed their National CAADP 

Compacts which contain key priority 

areas for investment in the 

agriculture sector agreed to by all 

stakeholders in an inclusive process.

The COMESA delegation to 

Madagascar, led by the Secretary 

General included the Investment 

Promotions and Private Sector 

Development (IPPSD) Director Mr. 

Thierry Kalonji, Deputy CAADP 

Coord inator,  Dr.  Na l i shebo 

M e e b e l o ,  D r .  M b o s o n g e  

Mwenechanya, Country Process 

F a c i l i t a t o r  a n d  M r.  J u l i e n  

Raza f i n t s a l ama ,  COMESA ' s  

Madagascar Country Officer. 

O M E S A  s i g n e d  CM a d a g a s c a r ' s  
Comprehensive Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) 
thCompact on the 13  June, 2014 in 

M a d a g a s c a r ' s  c a p i t a l ,  
Antananarivo.

The signing ceremony  followed two 
days of high level meetings between 
the Secretary General Sindiso 
Ngwenya and the Prime Minister of 
Madagascar H.E. Roger Kolo as well 
as Cabinet Ministers, in-charge of 
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries, 
Gender, Commerce and Trade  as 
well as the Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry. 

The meetings agreed on specific 
p rog rammes  tha t  COMESA 
Secretariat will support based upon 

the four CAADP pillars. These are 
Land & Water Management, Market 
Access, Food Supply & Nutrition and 
Agricultural Research.

Speaking during the signing 
ceremony, COMESA Secretary 
General Sindiso Ngwenya said 
COMESA was pleased with the 
efforts Madagascar was making in 
positioning agriculture as a lead 
sector for economic development.

�Our African leaders 

have recognized that 
growth in agriculture 
is the most effective 
strategy for achieving 
t h e  A f r i c a n  

renaissance. This is 
due to the impact that 
agricultural growth 
has  on reduc ing 
poverty, enhancing 
food and nutrition 
security, while also 
creating jobs and 
promoting inclusive 
economic growth and 

t r an s fo rma t i on� ,  

Ngwenya said.

COMESA endorses the Madagascar CAADP Compact
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Madagascar Minister of Finance and Budget Jean Razafindravonona  signing the CAADP Compact

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya signing Madagascar's CAADP Compact
assisted by COMESA Country Officer Julien Razafintsalama.
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United Nations Secretary 
General's Special Envoy on 
Climate Change and former 

President of the Republic of Ghana, 
His Excellency John Kufour urged 
African Union Heads of State and 
Government to give Climate 
Change the attention it deserves as 
it is a reality.

Speaking during a High Level Round 
stTable discussion during the 31  

Session of NEPAD Heads of State 
and Government Orientation 
Committee, in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, His Excellency John Kufour 
said climate change is already with 
us and requires urgent action by the 
continent.

Mr. Kufour said while Agriculture 
and Food Security has been well 
articulated at the AU Summit of 
Heads of State and Government, it 
was important to link agriculture 
and food security to climate change.

�It is no longer enough for the 
continent to be focusing on effects 
and impact of climate change. The 
solution is climate smart agriculture 
b y  r e d u c i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e ' s  
contribution to climate change. This 
is a sustainable solution to increased 
productivity and incomes for our 
people�, he said.

Mr. Kufour invited African leaders to 
the UN Climate Change Summit in 
September 2014 in New York, in the 
United States of America which 
would provide an opportunity for 
leaders to share messages on the 
measures they are taking to 
addressing climate change.

�I hope African leaders will give 
importance to Climate Change at 
the Summit. By so doing we will be 

in i t i a t ing  a  movement  fo r  
agriculture transformation and food 
security on the continent�, Mr. 
Kufour said.

Mr. Kufour said the CAADP National 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plans (NAIPs) are critical 
entry points for aligning efforts of 
the African Alliance for Climate 
Smart Agriculture (AACSA).

Speaking at the same occasion, 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) Director General Jose 
Graziano da Silva said while CAADP 
has transformed agriculture to 
ensure food security, there was need 
to reduce food imports by increasing 
productivity.

�To-date almost half of rice and two 
thirds of wheat is imported in Africa. 
This can be changed by increasing 
productivity, reducing post-harvest 
losses and by value addition�, Mr. da 
Silva said.

He said the declaration of 2014 as a 
Year of Africa Agriculture and Food 
Security was timely as it coincided 
with the United Nations Year of 
Family Farming.

Mr. da Silva observed that Africa 
remains mainly rural with Family 
Farmers accounting for more than 
60% of the farmers while over half 
of the population is less than 25 
years.

�There is need to provide access to 
markets for small scale producers. 
There is also a strong conviction that 
agriculture provides opportunities 
for young people either in 
agriculture or service industries�, he 
said, adding that modernization of 
family farming was vital for 
agriculture transformation.

Mr. da Silva announced the US$4 
Million Dollars support to NEPAD 
a g e n c y  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
implementation of job creation 
programmes for the youth in 
agriculture.

Mr. da Silva said FAO's first priority 
w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  r e n e w e d  
partnerships to end hunger by 2025 
and building resilience in Africa's dry 
lands in the wake of climate change 
by targeting poor rural communities 
who are more vulnerable and less 
coping mechanisms.
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The Government of the 
Republic of Ethiopia has been 
allocating more that 15% of 

its annual budget to the agriculture 
sector, Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Desalegn has said.

Speaking at the AU Summit of 
Heads of State and Government in 
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, Prime 
Minister Desalegn said it was 
imperative for his country to renew 
its commitment to CAADP principles 
and targets.

�We have been allocating more 
than 15% of our budget to the 
agriculture sector. We believe 
forward and backward linkage is 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  
transformation�, he said.

Prime Minister Desalegn said over 
the next decade his country aspires 

to raise productivity in order to 
attain food and nutrition security 
adding that Ethiopia will continue to 
allocate necessary resources to 
achieve this objective.

He said his  government is  
committed to ensure Ethiopia 
achieves food security at both 
national and household level.

Meanwhi le ,  P r ime Min i s te r  
Desalegn held bilateral talks with 
newly elected Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi over the issue of 
Ethiopia's Grand Renaissance Dam 
and Egypt's water interests. 

At the press conference in Malabo, 
the two countries confirmed their 
commitment to cooperation and 
mutual respect.

 They agreed that the Ethiopian 
government will avoid any possible 

harm from the Renaissance dam on 
Egypt's water needs in return for the 
E g y p t i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  
constructive dialogue with Ethiopia.

The two countries emphasized the 
importance of the Nile River as a 
main source of life for Egyptians and 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  E t h i o p i a ' s  
development needs.

Ethiopia exceeds the CAADP target

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn with
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
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Session of NEPAD Heads of State 
and Government Orientation 
Committee, in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, His Excellency John Kufour 
said climate change is already with 
us and requires urgent action by the 
continent.

Mr. Kufour said while Agriculture 
and Food Security has been well 
articulated at the AU Summit of 
Heads of State and Government, it 
was important to link agriculture 
and food security to climate change.

�It is no longer enough for the 
continent to be focusing on effects 
and impact of climate change. The 
solution is climate smart agriculture 
b y  r e d u c i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e ' s  
contribution to climate change. This 
is a sustainable solution to increased 
productivity and incomes for our 
people�, he said.

Mr. Kufour invited African leaders to 
the UN Climate Change Summit in 
September 2014 in New York, in the 
United States of America which 
would provide an opportunity for 
leaders to share messages on the 
measures they are taking to 
addressing climate change.

�I hope African leaders will give 
importance to Climate Change at 
the Summit. By so doing we will be 

in i t i a t ing  a  movement  fo r  
agriculture transformation and food 
security on the continent�, Mr. 
Kufour said.

Mr. Kufour said the CAADP National 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plans (NAIPs) are critical 
entry points for aligning efforts of 
the African Alliance for Climate 
Smart Agriculture (AACSA).

Speaking at the same occasion, 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) Director General Jose 
Graziano da Silva said while CAADP 
has transformed agriculture to 
ensure food security, there was need 
to reduce food imports by increasing 
productivity.

�To-date almost half of rice and two 
thirds of wheat is imported in Africa. 
This can be changed by increasing 
productivity, reducing post-harvest 
losses and by value addition�, Mr. da 
Silva said.

He said the declaration of 2014 as a 
Year of Africa Agriculture and Food 
Security was timely as it coincided 
with the United Nations Year of 
Family Farming.

Mr. da Silva observed that Africa 
remains mainly rural with Family 
Farmers accounting for more than 
60% of the farmers while over half 
of the population is less than 25 
years.

�There is need to provide access to 
markets for small scale producers. 
There is also a strong conviction that 
agriculture provides opportunities 
for young people either in 
agriculture or service industries�, he 
said, adding that modernization of 
family farming was vital for 
agriculture transformation.

Mr. da Silva announced the US$4 
Million Dollars support to NEPAD 
a g e n c y  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
implementation of job creation 
programmes for the youth in 
agriculture.

Mr. da Silva said FAO's first priority 
w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  r e n e w e d  
partnerships to end hunger by 2025 
and building resilience in Africa's dry 
lands in the wake of climate change 
by targeting poor rural communities 
who are more vulnerable and less 
coping mechanisms.
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The Government of the 
Republic of Ethiopia has been 
allocating more that 15% of 

its annual budget to the agriculture 
sector, Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Desalegn has said.

Speaking at the AU Summit of 
Heads of State and Government in 
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, Prime 
Minister Desalegn said it was 
imperative for his country to renew 
its commitment to CAADP principles 
and targets.

�We have been allocating more 
than 15% of our budget to the 
agriculture sector. We believe 
forward and backward linkage is 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  
transformation�, he said.

Prime Minister Desalegn said over 
the next decade his country aspires 

to raise productivity in order to 
attain food and nutrition security 
adding that Ethiopia will continue to 
allocate necessary resources to 
achieve this objective.

He said his  government is  
committed to ensure Ethiopia 
achieves food security at both 
national and household level.

Meanwhi le ,  P r ime Min i s te r  
Desalegn held bilateral talks with 
newly elected Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi over the issue of 
Ethiopia's Grand Renaissance Dam 
and Egypt's water interests. 

At the press conference in Malabo, 
the two countries confirmed their 
commitment to cooperation and 
mutual respect.

 They agreed that the Ethiopian 
government will avoid any possible 

harm from the Renaissance dam on 
Egypt's water needs in return for the 
E g y p t i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  
constructive dialogue with Ethiopia.

The two countries emphasized the 
importance of the Nile River as a 
main source of life for Egyptians and 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  E t h i o p i a ' s  
development needs.

Ethiopia exceeds the CAADP target

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn with
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
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Sudan was emphasised. Further the 
summit discussed the urgent need 
to address the rising threat of 
terrorist networks such as Boko 
Haram in Nigeria and Al Shabaab in 
East Africa particularly in Kenya.

The Summit welcomed restoration 
of political stability in Madagascar, 
Egypt, Mali, Guinea Bissau and 
welcomed the newly elected 
presidents Abel Fattah el-Sisi of 
Egypt, President Jose Mario Vaz of 
Guinea Bissau, President Peter 
Mutharika of Malawi and President 
Jacob Zuma's re-election.

Speaking as a special Guest during 
the official opening of the Summit, 
United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon urged for respect of 
human rights and condemned 
violence which denies citizens the 
right to participate in all aspects of 
society.

Mr. Ki-Moon commended the AU 

for declaring 2014 as Africa Year of 
Agriculture and Food security and its 
resolve to end Hunger by 2025 using 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  s o u r c e  o f  
empowerment and engine for 
economic development.

And speaking earlier during the 

official opening, AU Commission 
Chairperson Her Excellency Dr. 
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma called for 
modernization and mechanization 
of agriculture for increased 
productivity and resilience against 
climate change.

Dr.  Zuma said modernis ing 
agriculture and agro-processing was 
one way of making agriculture 
attractive to the younger generation 
as the Green revolution needs their 
innovation, skills and energy.

She said there was need for 
increased public and private 
investment and implementation of 
irrigation projects to reduce 
dependency on rain-fed agriculture 
by farmers.

She said the AU adopted CAADP a 
decade ago to eradicate hunger, 
rural poverty, grow dynamic 
agricultural markets between 
African countries and regions and 

for Africa to be a strategic player in 
agricultural science and technology.

Dr. Zuma added that member states 
must address the skills gap by 
investing in training more bio-
scientists, agronomists, mechanics 

and other critical skills necessary for 
agriculture modernization and 
industrialization.  

� F o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o u r  
environment to flourish, we need 
conditions of peace and stability, 
and for our people not to be under 
threat from armed gangs, terrorists, 
human and arms traffickers. 
Silencing the guns in every corner of 
Africa must remain a priority�, She 
concluded.

rdThe 23  Ordinary session of the 
African Union Heads of State and 
Government was attended by 44 
Heads of State and Government 
from Africa hosted by His Excellency 
President of Equatorial Guinea 
Teodore Obiang Nguema Mbasogo. 

Special Guests included the UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, 
President of the State of Palestine, 
Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister of 
Spain, Mariano Rajoy Brey and Vice 
Prime President of Cuba, Salvado 
Valdes Mesa.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
N g w e n y a  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
representatives of other Regional 
Economic Communities such as 
SADC, ECCAS, IGAD, EAC and 
ECOWAS attended the AU Heads of 
State and Government Summit held 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea from 

th26-27  June, 2014.

The COMESA delegation to the 
summit led by the secretary General 
also included the Director of the 
Gender Division, experts from the 
Units of CAADP, Peace and Security, 
Technical Cooperation and Resource 
Mobilisation as well as the COMESA 
R e p re s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A U  
Commission, Ambassador Salvator 
Matata. 

he African Union (AU) TSummit of Heads of State and 
Government emphasized that 

peace and security across the 
continent are critical prerequisites 
for achieving agriculture-led 
development in Africa.  

Speaking during the AU Summit on 
Agriculture and Food Security held 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea from 

th26-27  June, 2014, the Heads of 
State and Government reaffirmed 
t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
principles and targets based on the 
Maputo Declaration of 2003.

T h e  H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
Governments were unanimous that 
conflicts and terrorism across Africa 

undermine Africa's quest for 
economic and social transformation 
driven by the agriculture sector.

 �It is our responsibility as Heads of 
State to ensure that none of our 
territories is used by international 
terrorist groups. Agriculture 
development will be an elusive 
dream if there is no peace and 
security across the continent�, 
Gambia President Yahya Jammeh 
said. 

Newly elected Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi said, �The 
continent faces an increasing 
challenge in trans-border threats 
with terrorism at the forefront. We 
need to strengthen our cooperation 
and align our national policies to 
effectively counter terrorism�.

The Summit cal led for the 
establishment of the Africa Standby 
Force as an African solution to 
conflicts and terrorism while 
emphasizing that the entire 
continent suffers in terms of 
development when one country is 
destabilized.

�Peace is important for Agriculture-
led development in Africa. African 
problems should be dealt with by 
Africans. When I look at what is 
happening in Africa; terrorism, 
killings, coups, I feel ashamed�, 
King Mswati of Swaziland echoed.

The need to find a lasting solution to 
conflicts in the Great Lakes Region, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Central African Republic and South 
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Sudan was emphasised. Further the 
summit discussed the urgent need 
to address the rising threat of 
terrorist networks such as Boko 
Haram in Nigeria and Al Shabaab in 
East Africa particularly in Kenya.

The Summit welcomed restoration 
of political stability in Madagascar, 
Egypt, Mali, Guinea Bissau and 
welcomed the newly elected 
presidents Abel Fattah el-Sisi of 
Egypt, President Jose Mario Vaz of 
Guinea Bissau, President Peter 
Mutharika of Malawi and President 
Jacob Zuma's re-election.

Speaking as a special Guest during 
the official opening of the Summit, 
United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon urged for respect of 
human rights and condemned 
violence which denies citizens the 
right to participate in all aspects of 
society.

Mr. Ki-Moon commended the AU 

for declaring 2014 as Africa Year of 
Agriculture and Food security and its 
resolve to end Hunger by 2025 using 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  s o u r c e  o f  
empowerment and engine for 
economic development.

And speaking earlier during the 

official opening, AU Commission 
Chairperson Her Excellency Dr. 
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma called for 
modernization and mechanization 
of agriculture for increased 
productivity and resilience against 
climate change.

Dr.  Zuma said modernis ing 
agriculture and agro-processing was 
one way of making agriculture 
attractive to the younger generation 
as the Green revolution needs their 
innovation, skills and energy.

She said there was need for 
increased public and private 
investment and implementation of 
irrigation projects to reduce 
dependency on rain-fed agriculture 
by farmers.

She said the AU adopted CAADP a 
decade ago to eradicate hunger, 
rural poverty, grow dynamic 
agricultural markets between 
African countries and regions and 

for Africa to be a strategic player in 
agricultural science and technology.

Dr. Zuma added that member states 
must address the skills gap by 
investing in training more bio-
scientists, agronomists, mechanics 

and other critical skills necessary for 
agriculture modernization and 
industrialization.  

� F o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o u r  
environment to flourish, we need 
conditions of peace and stability, 
and for our people not to be under 
threat from armed gangs, terrorists, 
human and arms traffickers. 
Silencing the guns in every corner of 
Africa must remain a priority�, She 
concluded.

rdThe 23  Ordinary session of the 
African Union Heads of State and 
Government was attended by 44 
Heads of State and Government 
from Africa hosted by His Excellency 
President of Equatorial Guinea 
Teodore Obiang Nguema Mbasogo. 

Special Guests included the UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, 
President of the State of Palestine, 
Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister of 
Spain, Mariano Rajoy Brey and Vice 
Prime President of Cuba, Salvado 
Valdes Mesa.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
N g w e n y a  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
representatives of other Regional 
Economic Communities such as 
SADC, ECCAS, IGAD, EAC and 
ECOWAS attended the AU Heads of 
State and Government Summit held 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea from 

th26-27  June, 2014.

The COMESA delegation to the 
summit led by the secretary General 
also included the Director of the 
Gender Division, experts from the 
Units of CAADP, Peace and Security, 
Technical Cooperation and Resource 
Mobilisation as well as the COMESA 
R e p re s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A U  
Commission, Ambassador Salvator 
Matata. 

he African Union (AU) TSummit of Heads of State and 
Government emphasized that 

peace and security across the 
continent are critical prerequisites 
for achieving agriculture-led 
development in Africa.  

Speaking during the AU Summit on 
Agriculture and Food Security held 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea from 

th26-27  June, 2014, the Heads of 
State and Government reaffirmed 
t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
principles and targets based on the 
Maputo Declaration of 2003.

T h e  H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
Governments were unanimous that 
conflicts and terrorism across Africa 

undermine Africa's quest for 
economic and social transformation 
driven by the agriculture sector.

 �It is our responsibility as Heads of 
State to ensure that none of our 
territories is used by international 
terrorist groups. Agriculture 
development will be an elusive 
dream if there is no peace and 
security across the continent�, 
Gambia President Yahya Jammeh 
said. 

Newly elected Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi said, �The 
continent faces an increasing 
challenge in trans-border threats 
with terrorism at the forefront. We 
need to strengthen our cooperation 
and align our national policies to 
effectively counter terrorism�.

The Summit cal led for the 
establishment of the Africa Standby 
Force as an African solution to 
conflicts and terrorism while 
emphasizing that the entire 
continent suffers in terms of 
development when one country is 
destabilized.

�Peace is important for Agriculture-
led development in Africa. African 
problems should be dealt with by 
Africans. When I look at what is 
happening in Africa; terrorism, 
killings, coups, I feel ashamed�, 
King Mswati of Swaziland echoed.

The need to find a lasting solution to 
conflicts in the Great Lakes Region, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Central African Republic and South 
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Member States Urged to Sustain the CAADP Momentum
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Africa Union Member states 
have been urged to sustain 
the CAADP Momentum to 

accelerate agriculture transformation 
and to consolidate the gains of the 
past decade.

African Union Chairperson His 
Excellency Mohamed Ould Abdel 
Aziz, President of Mauritania made 
the call in a speech during the 

stopening session of the 31  Session of 
the NEPAD Heads of State and 
G o v e r n m e n t  O r i e n t a t i o n  
Committee, in Malabo, Equatorial 

thGuinea, held on 25  June 2014. 

His Excellency Adbel Aziz said though 
a lot has been achieved in the past 10 
years, agriculture in Africa is still 
currently dominated by family 
farming while more than 200 million 
individuals still face food insecurity.

�There is need to accelerate 
agriculture transformation through 
increased productivity, improved 
trade and market access within the 
framework of CAADP. The youth and 
women represent the main actors of 
agriculture transformation in rural 
areas�, he said.

AU Commission Chairperson Her 
Excellency Dr. Nkosazana Zuma said 
the AU is now shifting gears to attain 
agriculture transformation and food 
security by focusing on immediate 
areas that include skills development, 
science and technology adoption 
and industrialization through agro-
processing.

Her Excellency Dr. Nkosazana Zuma 
said modernizing agriculture will 
attract young people to be active 
participants in the agriculture sector 
who would need access to capital, 
infrastructure and storage facilities.

She called on member states and the 
pr i va te  sec tor  to  inves t  in  
infrastructure in their countries 
adding that it was encouraging    
that many countries were already 
doing so.

NEPAD Agency Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki said 
CAADP should be the programme of 
transformation for vision 2063 of the 
African Union.

Dr. Mayaki observed that while many 
A f r i c an  coun t r i e s  re co rded  
significant growth in some areas, 
ma lnut r i t ion  was  s t i l l  h igh  

particularly in rural areas noting that 
food security was an issue of  
national security and economic 
stability.

He said sustainable management of 
Africa's natural capital taking into 
account emerging issues such as 
climate change was critical for 
achieving food security. Dr. Mayaki 
further called for the integration of 
Africa into the world market through 
agro-processing and value addition. 

And speaking during a High Level 
Round discussion, South Africa's 
President Jacob Zuma said he was 
encouraged by the successes 
registered under CAADP adding that 
it was one of NEPAD's successful 
programmes. However, President 

(L-R) AUC Chairperson HE Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, AU Chairperson Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, AUC Secretary General 
Ambassador Jean Mfasoni and AUC Deputy Chairperson Mr. Erastus Mwencha at the official opening of the AU Summit

of Heads of State and Government in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea.

AUC Chairperson HE Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma

Zuma noted that CAADP lacked 
connection with rural transformation 
issues.

�The specific focus on women is 
encouraging as more women work in 
agriculture than men. We need to 
strengthen women's capacity to have 
impact on people's lives. Shaping our 
future will require home grown 
solutions. So far we have seen 
increased productivity by more than 
40% since 2003�, he said.

President Zuma said South Africa's 
experience on the CAADP process 
ha s  been  i n i t i a t ed  b y  t he  
appointment of the CAADP Focal 
Point, establishment of Multi-
stakeholder Teams at national and 
provincial level and conducting of 
Joint Sector Reviews to develop 
baseline information on food security 
and nutrition.

�The Agriculture Sector Expenditure 
Review to align CAADP with our 
policy objectives will be followed by 
the signing of the CAADP Compact. 
The Post-Compact activity will be the 
development of the National 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plan (NAIP)�, he said. 

Zimbabwe Minister of Agriculture 
Mechanization and Irr igation 
Development (MAMID) Dr. Joseph 
Made said his country has finalized 
t h e  Z i m b a b w e  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Investment Plan (ZAIP) which spells 
out coordination mechanisms for 
public and private sector investment 
in the agriculture sector.

Dr. Made said the Zimbabwe Agenda 
for Sustainable Social and Economic 
Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  ( Z I M A S S E T )  
developed in 2013 as the country's 
blueprint for achieving food and 
nutrition security is aligned to the 
CAADP framework.

�Since 2000, land and agrarian 
reforms have been catalytic on 
agriculture-led growth in Zimbabwe 
and have seen over 1.3 million 

people settled on 12 million hectares 
of land. In 2009, we recorded an 
impressive growth of 15%�, he said.

Dr. Made said other ministries such as 
Industry and Trade, Small and 
Medium Enterprises have been 
directed to focus on activities that 
impact on agriculture. 

On Mechan izat ion ,  he  sa id  
Zimbabwe has taken the lead in 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  a n i m a l  d r a w n  
implements to farmers adding that 
eight agriculture training institutions 
have been established for training 
student farmers.

Rwanda's Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Honorable Louise Mushikiwabo said 
her country has recorded remarkable 
economic growth and poverty 
reduction in the past five years since 

the country embraced CAADP. 
Poverty reduction in this period 
amounted to 12% whereby the 
agriculture sector contributed by 
about 60% and lifted a total of one 
million people out of poverty. 

Hon. Mushikiwabo said Rwanda 
completed the implementation of 
her National Agriculture Investment 
Plan (NAIP) and has embarked in June 
this year on the second cycle of the 
Agriculture Sector Investment Plan 
(ASIP), in which the role of the private 
s e c t o r  a n d  p ub l i c  p r i v a t e  
pa r tner sh ips  (PPPs )  w i l l  be  
paramount.

S h e  r e i t e r a t e d  R w a n d a ' s  
commitment to the 2003 Maputo 

Declaration principles and targets of 
increasing budgetary allocation to at 
least 10% to record agriculture 
sector growth of 6% per annum for 
the country's social and economic 
transformation.

The Session endorsed the CAADP 
Results Framework as a viable tool for 
enhancing evidence-based planning, 
monitoring and evaluation by 
member states in pursuit of 
agricultural-led economic growth 
and monitoring by member states. 

stThe 31  Session of the NEPAD Heads 
o f  S t a t e  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  
Or ientat ion Committee a l so  
validated the study on �Mobilizing 
Domestic Financial Resources for 
Implementing NEPAD National and 
Regional Programmes and Projects- 
Africa Looks Within�.

The Study was done in partnership 
with the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa with input 
from Development Partners such as 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) ,  Af r i can 
Development Bank, United Nations 
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Tr a d e  a n d  
Development (UNCTAD) and the 
United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA). 

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
stNgwenya attended the 31  Session 

of the NEPAD Heads of State and 
G o v e r n m e n t  O r i e n t a t i o n  
Committee. 

The COMESA delegation to the AU 
Summit led by the Secretary General 
also included the Director of the 
Gender Division, experts from the 
Units of CAADP, Peace and Security, 
Technical Cooperation and Resource 
Mobilisation as well as the COMESA 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A U  
Commission, Ambassador Salvator 
Matata. 

Rwanda's Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Honorable Louise Mushikiwabo
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Africa Union Member states 
have been urged to sustain 
the CAADP Momentum to 
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and to consolidate the gains of the 
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Excellency Mohamed Ould Abdel 
Aziz, President of Mauritania made 
the call in a speech during the 

stopening session of the 31  Session of 
the NEPAD Heads of State and 
G o v e r n m e n t  O r i e n t a t i o n  
Committee, in Malabo, Equatorial 

thGuinea, held on 25  June 2014. 

His Excellency Adbel Aziz said though 
a lot has been achieved in the past 10 
years, agriculture in Africa is still 
currently dominated by family 
farming while more than 200 million 
individuals still face food insecurity.

�There is need to accelerate 
agriculture transformation through 
increased productivity, improved 
trade and market access within the 
framework of CAADP. The youth and 
women represent the main actors of 
agriculture transformation in rural 
areas�, he said.

AU Commission Chairperson Her 
Excellency Dr. Nkosazana Zuma said 
the AU is now shifting gears to attain 
agriculture transformation and food 
security by focusing on immediate 
areas that include skills development, 
science and technology adoption 
and industrialization through agro-
processing.

Her Excellency Dr. Nkosazana Zuma 
said modernizing agriculture will 
attract young people to be active 
participants in the agriculture sector 
who would need access to capital, 
infrastructure and storage facilities.

She called on member states and the 
pr i va te  sec tor  to  inves t  in  
infrastructure in their countries 
adding that it was encouraging    
that many countries were already 
doing so.

NEPAD Agency Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki said 
CAADP should be the programme of 
transformation for vision 2063 of the 
African Union.

Dr. Mayaki observed that while many 
A f r i c an  coun t r i e s  re co rded  
significant growth in some areas, 
ma lnut r i t ion  was  s t i l l  h igh  

particularly in rural areas noting that 
food security was an issue of  
national security and economic 
stability.

He said sustainable management of 
Africa's natural capital taking into 
account emerging issues such as 
climate change was critical for 
achieving food security. Dr. Mayaki 
further called for the integration of 
Africa into the world market through 
agro-processing and value addition. 

And speaking during a High Level 
Round discussion, South Africa's 
President Jacob Zuma said he was 
encouraged by the successes 
registered under CAADP adding that 
it was one of NEPAD's successful 
programmes. However, President 
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Zuma noted that CAADP lacked 
connection with rural transformation 
issues.

�The specific focus on women is 
encouraging as more women work in 
agriculture than men. We need to 
strengthen women's capacity to have 
impact on people's lives. Shaping our 
future will require home grown 
solutions. So far we have seen 
increased productivity by more than 
40% since 2003�, he said.

President Zuma said South Africa's 
experience on the CAADP process 
ha s  been  i n i t i a t ed  b y  t he  
appointment of the CAADP Focal 
Point, establishment of Multi-
stakeholder Teams at national and 
provincial level and conducting of 
Joint Sector Reviews to develop 
baseline information on food security 
and nutrition.

�The Agriculture Sector Expenditure 
Review to align CAADP with our 
policy objectives will be followed by 
the signing of the CAADP Compact. 
The Post-Compact activity will be the 
development of the National 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plan (NAIP)�, he said. 

Zimbabwe Minister of Agriculture 
Mechanization and Irr igation 
Development (MAMID) Dr. Joseph 
Made said his country has finalized 
t h e  Z i m b a b w e  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Investment Plan (ZAIP) which spells 
out coordination mechanisms for 
public and private sector investment 
in the agriculture sector.

Dr. Made said the Zimbabwe Agenda 
for Sustainable Social and Economic 
Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  ( Z I M A S S E T )  
developed in 2013 as the country's 
blueprint for achieving food and 
nutrition security is aligned to the 
CAADP framework.

�Since 2000, land and agrarian 
reforms have been catalytic on 
agriculture-led growth in Zimbabwe 
and have seen over 1.3 million 

people settled on 12 million hectares 
of land. In 2009, we recorded an 
impressive growth of 15%�, he said.

Dr. Made said other ministries such as 
Industry and Trade, Small and 
Medium Enterprises have been 
directed to focus on activities that 
impact on agriculture. 

On Mechan izat ion ,  he  sa id  
Zimbabwe has taken the lead in 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  a n i m a l  d r a w n  
implements to farmers adding that 
eight agriculture training institutions 
have been established for training 
student farmers.

Rwanda's Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Honorable Louise Mushikiwabo said 
her country has recorded remarkable 
economic growth and poverty 
reduction in the past five years since 

the country embraced CAADP. 
Poverty reduction in this period 
amounted to 12% whereby the 
agriculture sector contributed by 
about 60% and lifted a total of one 
million people out of poverty. 

Hon. Mushikiwabo said Rwanda 
completed the implementation of 
her National Agriculture Investment 
Plan (NAIP) and has embarked in June 
this year on the second cycle of the 
Agriculture Sector Investment Plan 
(ASIP), in which the role of the private 
s e c t o r  a n d  p ub l i c  p r i v a t e  
pa r tner sh ips  (PPPs )  w i l l  be  
paramount.

S h e  r e i t e r a t e d  R w a n d a ' s  
commitment to the 2003 Maputo 

Declaration principles and targets of 
increasing budgetary allocation to at 
least 10% to record agriculture 
sector growth of 6% per annum for 
the country's social and economic 
transformation.

The Session endorsed the CAADP 
Results Framework as a viable tool for 
enhancing evidence-based planning, 
monitoring and evaluation by 
member states in pursuit of 
agricultural-led economic growth 
and monitoring by member states. 

stThe 31  Session of the NEPAD Heads 
o f  S t a t e  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  
Or ientat ion Committee a l so  
validated the study on �Mobilizing 
Domestic Financial Resources for 
Implementing NEPAD National and 
Regional Programmes and Projects- 
Africa Looks Within�.

The Study was done in partnership 
with the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa with input 
from Development Partners such as 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) ,  Af r i can 
Development Bank, United Nations 
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Tr a d e  a n d  
Development (UNCTAD) and the 
United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA). 

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
stNgwenya attended the 31  Session 

of the NEPAD Heads of State and 
G o v e r n m e n t  O r i e n t a t i o n  
Committee. 

The COMESA delegation to the AU 
Summit led by the Secretary General 
also included the Director of the 
Gender Division, experts from the 
Units of CAADP, Peace and Security, 
Technical Cooperation and Resource 
Mobilisation as well as the COMESA 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A U  
Commission, Ambassador Salvator 
Matata. 

Rwanda's Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Honorable Louise Mushikiwabo



Processing of raw agricultural 
produce through value addition 
and industrialization is one way of 

addressing the challenge of post-
harvest losses, COMESA Secretary 
General Sindiso Ngwenya has said.

Speaking in an interview with the 
CAADP Unit, Mr. Ngwenya observed 
that transformation of agriculture 
requires an efficient agriculture sector 
side by side with industrialization.

�When you have the agro-processing 
industry, you are already dealing with 
post-harvest losses. When you process a 
product, the shelf life increases which 
you don't when you leave it raw�, 
Ngwenya said.

He said modernization of agriculture is 
linked to industrialization as the 
contribution of agriculture to the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) increases when 
you have industrialization. 

Ngwenya reiterated that modernization 
of agriculture through mechanization 
increases the efficiency of small-scale 
farmers through high productivity and 

would help to release excess labour into 
the industry. 

He said facilitating of on-farm agro-
processing in rural areas requires 
government intervention at national 
level through budgeting and provision 
of power to change the current situation 
where rural areas provide raw crops for 
processing in urban centers which 
increases the cost of the final product.

On post-harvest losses, Ngwenya also 
called for the need to harness traditional 
knowledge and use it as  part of our 
economic transformation across the 
continent.

�In Kaoma, Western province of 
Zambia, there are people who make 
underground granaries to store produce 
so that it is not attacked by weevils. But 
we have never bothered to patent this 
knowledge and use it as part of our 
economic transformation�, Ngwenya 
said.

He expressed optimism that CAADP 
provides a framework for changing  
perceptions and value systems adding 

that results are being realized as 
economies are beginning to change 
from being static to production of raw 
a g r i c u l t u r e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
industrialization.

�Celebrating 10 years of CAADP and 
2014 as a Year of Agriculture and Food 
Security in Africa at the recent Africa 
Union Heads of State and Government 
Summit in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea 
was a moment of sober reflection on 
where we are going as we sustain the 
CAADP momentum�, Ngwenya 
remarked. 
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Processing of raw agricultural 
produce through value addition 
and industrialization is one way of 

addressing the challenge of post-
harvest losses, COMESA Secretary 
General Sindiso Ngwenya has said.

Speaking in an interview with the 
CAADP Unit, Mr. Ngwenya observed 
that transformation of agriculture 
requires an efficient agriculture sector 
side by side with industrialization.

�When you have the agro-processing 
industry, you are already dealing with 
post-harvest losses. When you process a 
product, the shelf life increases which 
you don't when you leave it raw�, 
Ngwenya said.

He said modernization of agriculture is 
linked to industrialization as the 
contribution of agriculture to the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) increases when 
you have industrialization. 

Ngwenya reiterated that modernization 
of agriculture through mechanization 
increases the efficiency of small-scale 
farmers through high productivity and 

would help to release excess labour into 
the industry. 

He said facilitating of on-farm agro-
processing in rural areas requires 
government intervention at national 
level through budgeting and provision 
of power to change the current situation 
where rural areas provide raw crops for 
processing in urban centers which 
increases the cost of the final product.

On post-harvest losses, Ngwenya also 
called for the need to harness traditional 
knowledge and use it as  part of our 
economic transformation across the 
continent.

�In Kaoma, Western province of 
Zambia, there are people who make 
underground granaries to store produce 
so that it is not attacked by weevils. But 
we have never bothered to patent this 
knowledge and use it as part of our 
economic transformation�, Ngwenya 
said.

He expressed optimism that CAADP 
provides a framework for changing  
perceptions and value systems adding 

that results are being realized as 
economies are beginning to change 
from being static to production of raw 
a g r i c u l t u r e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
industrialization.

�Celebrating 10 years of CAADP and 
2014 as a Year of Agriculture and Food 
Security in Africa at the recent Africa 
Union Heads of State and Government 
Summit in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea 
was a moment of sober reflection on 
where we are going as we sustain the 
CAADP momentum�, Ngwenya 
remarked. 
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CAADP in COMESA is supported by the Multi‐Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) managed by the World Bank on behalf of the 
contributing development partners. These include; the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),

The Dutch government, European Union (EU), Irish Aid, France, United Kingdom through the Department for
International Development (DfID).


