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COMESA Secretary General’s Remarks

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) attaches great importance 

to the agricultural sector. COMESA is pleased to witness the progress currently being 

witnessed in the region, within the context of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP).  We are particularly delighted to partner with our member states in Eastern and 

Southern Africa, in the CAADP implementation agenda. This process provides an impetus towards 

achieving our vision and mission as reflected in the COMESA Treaty.

Through the implementation of CAADP, COMESA is able to contribute towards enhancing agriculture-

led development; and ultimately regional trade and integration.

I am, therefore, happy to officially re-launch The COMESA CAADP Monthly Newsletter last published 

in 2009. It is my hope that the newsletter will keep the region abreast with what is happening in the 

agricultural sector, and provide the necessary updates on the implementation of the CAADP agenda 

in our member states.

I also hope that the Newsletter will provide a platform for dialogue between the readers and the 

COMESA Secretariat through provision of comments and feedback.

I would like to commend the CAADP Team for producing this monthly newsletter – a notable initiative 

indeed. The publication will definitely enhance knowledge sharing about COMESA agriculture related 

programmes and achievements under the CAADP Framework.   

Sindiso Ngwenya

Secretary-General

COMESA 
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About CAADP

The Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) Treaty (Chapter 
18, Articles 129 to 137) mandates its 
member states to enhance development 
and cooperation in the agriculture sector 
and attain sustainable agriculture in the 
region. In order to fulfill this mandate 
COMESA has been implementing 
various policy frameworks and related 
programme. Following the endorsement 
of the continental Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP), COMESA and other regional 
economic communities were mandated 
to implement CAADP in their member 
states. COMESA has been implementing 
this framework in its 19 member state 
region actively since 2005. Endorsed by 
the African Union (AU) Assembly of Heads 
of State and Governments, at Maputo in 
2003, CAADP focuses on improving food 
and nutrition security, as well as enhancing 
rural livelihoods and increasing in Africa’s 
largely, farming based economies.  
Implementation of the CAADP framework 
and its processes is expected to raise 
agricultural productivity by at least 6% per 
annum and increase public investment in 
agriculture to at least 10% of the annual 
national budgets.

The CAADP framework responds 
effectively to the COMESA Treaty whose 
mandate is to achieve regional integration 
through trade. CAADP also contributes to 
achieving the objectives of the COMESA 
Medium Term Strategic Plan (2011-2015) 
and the COMESA Agriculture Development 
Strategic Framework (2010-2014).
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The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) is pleased to 

present its monthly newsletter, The COMESA CAADP 

Monthly Newsletter. The COMESA CAADP Unit last 

produced a newsletter in 2009. We are now happy 

to re-launch it.  This has been possible through the 

recent expansion of our CAADP professional staff 

team which includes two experts, Mr. William Dothi, 

responsible for M&E and Ms. Carlyn Hambuba, the 

Communications expert. The newsletter will serve as 

a mouth piece and avenue for informing COMESA 

member states, our partners, and stakeholders about 

our activities on a monthly basis. 

We will also use the newsletter to share with you 

the opportunities in the agricultural sector such as 

events, scholarships and job opportunities.

The focus of this issue is on the 8th CAADP Partnership 

Platform that was recently held in Nairobi, Kenya. 

We also sharing with you the success story of an 

e-learning programme that CAADP implemented in 

partnership with FAO; and highlights of our work in 

pictures. I hope you enjoy reading it.

If you have any interesting cases of best practices 

related to any of the four CAADP Pillars, we encourage 

you to share a summary of it through this newsletter.

You can also send feedback to: chambuba@comesa.

int   

Dr. Sam G. Kanyarukiga

CAADP Coordinator

COMESA Secretariat

E d i t o r i a l

The 8th Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Programme Partnership 

Platform (CAADP-PP), an annual 
review meeting, was recently held 
in Nairobi Kenya from 03-04 May 
2012 under the theme, “Accelerating 
CAADP Implementation for Results and 
Impact”. During the meeting there was a 
resounding call from several speakers for 
increased levels of funding to CAADP 
programmes.

His Excellency, Mr Jean Claude 
Nsegiyunva, the Deputy Secretary-
General of the East African Community 
for Planning and Infrastracture, in 
his welcoming remarks said the 8th 
CAADP–PP was timely because it was 
an opportunity for the programme to 
strategize on how momentum can be 
sustained.

Her Excellency, Mrs Rhoda Tumusiime, 
the Commissioner for Rural Economy 
and Agriculture at the African Union 
Commission, in her opening statement 
called for action and urged CAADP 
partners to move from talk to action.

Commissioner Tumusiime noted that 
there are some positive trends in some 
countries in terms of allocation of more 
resources towards agriculture and the 
achievement of at least ten percent 
of annual national budget allocated 
to the agriculture sector, as per the 
recommendation by the African Union 
Heads of State in the Maputo Declaration 
in 2003.

“We need to strategize well and ensure 
there is adequate, financial and technical 
support for the CAADP activities,” she 
said.
 
She observed that the task ahead for 
implementation of CAADP is enormous 
and requires reinvigorating energies to 
implement policies, improve mutual 
accountability and political will at 
country level.

However, the meeting noted that in spite 
of efforts made by national governments 
in implementing national agricultural 
food security plans, there is still a funding 
gap in terms of mobilizing resources from 
external sources to implement the plans.

Dr Sam Kanyarukiga, CAADP 
Coordinator and Head of the COMESA 
delegation at the meeting explained that 
there has been slow participation of 
the private sector in terms of investing 
in the agricultural sector in order to 
complement the investments made by the 
governments. 

Speaking to journalists after the official 
opening, Dr Kanyarukiga noted that there 
is also need for development partners 
to provide increased levels of external 
funding from bilateral and multilateral 
sources, including non-traditional 
sources.

Dr Kanyarukiga encouraged the private 
sector to invest more in the agricultural 
sector through direct investment and 
private public partnership. He further 
called upon governments in Africa to 
provide an enabling environment if 
private public partnerships strategy is to 
thrive.

The CAADP-PP is a forum that provides 
a platform for countries to learn from 
each others’ experiences, promote 
accountability and inform priority setting, 
for better and targeted investments in the 
agricultural sector. This will ultimately 
contribute to poverty reduction. The 
forum also provides an opportunity for 
partners to contribute to strategic review 
by collectively identifying joint actions 
that will sustain the CAADP momentum.
The key focus of the 8th CAADP-PP 
was to evaluate how CAADP can best 
support accelerated implementation 
of investment plans and drive Africa’s 
agricultural transformation. 

8th CAADP – PP Calls for 
Accelerated Implementation 
of Agenda
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Mr. Jeff Hill of the United States 
Agency for International 

Development (USAID) has commended 
the African countries and the Regional 
Economic Communities that have raised 
their agriculture and food security agendas 
through the CAADP process.

Speaking as the representative of 
CAADP’s development partners at the 
8th CAADP--PP, Mr. Hill assured the 
countries that USAID will continue 
supporting agricultural programmes in 
Africa.

“We shall continue our support so that 
the sector can have a positive impact on 
poverty reduction and improve food and 
nutrition security in the region,” he said.

The COMESA CAADP Country Process 
Facilitator, Dr Nalishebo Meebelo noted 
that considerable progress had been made 
in signing the CAADP compacts. Out of 
the nineteen Member States, eleven have 
so far signed the compacts. 

Dr Meebelo said the CAADP framework 
has huge potential to alleviate hunger and 
reduce poverty in Africa from the current 
high levels.  “A lot of progress has been 
made in signing the CAADP compacts. 
However, there is need to accelerate the 
designing of quality investment plans after 
compact signature through collaboration 
between governments and our partners,” 
she said.

During the meeting, farmers emphasized 

that Africa can feed itself and develop 
through agriculture. A representative of 
the farmers, Mrs Elizabeth Atangana, 
who is also the President of the Pan 
African Farmer’s Organization, noted that 
CAADP provides the potential for African 
countries to develop through agriculture. 
She, however, noted that farmers are 
concerned with the slow implementation 
of the investment plans.

The CAADP-PP forum provides the 
platform for farmers and their organisations 
to learn from various country experiences; 
promote accountability; set priorities; 
make better targeted investments in the 
sector to attain increased agricultural 
growth of at least six percent annually; 
and significantly contribute to poverty 
reduction. It also provides an opportunity 
for partners to contribute to strategic 
review by collectively identifying 
joint actions that will sustain CAADP 
momentum.

The meeting, however, noted that in spite 
of efforts made by national governments 
in implementing national, agricultural and 
food security plans, there is still a funding 
gap in terms of mobilizing resources 
from external sources. The meeting was 
also attended by the following members 
of the COMESA delegation: Mr William 
Dothi, M&E expert; Mr Frederick Msiska, 
GISAMA project coordinator; Mr Walter 
Talma, IPAA Project coordinator; and 
Ms Carlyn Hambuba, communications 
officer.
 

“Our organisation is greatly impressed 
with the implementation of the CAADP 
e-learning programmes that were recently 
conducted to support CAADP Pillar III 
- Framework for African Food Security 
(FAFS) in Africa,” said Mr Andrew Nadeau, 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Senior Capacity Development 
Officer, Office of Knowledge Exchange, 
Research and Extension.

Mr Nadeau said this while paying a 
courtesy call on the COMESA Assistant 
Secretary General for Administration and 
Finance and by then Acting Secretary 
General,  Ambassador Nagla El Hussainy, 
at the COMESA Secretariat recently, in 
Lusaka. He informed her that the FAO is 
extremely pleased with the collaboration 
with the COMESA CAADP programme 
on e-learning. 

“The success of the programme has 
brought us new opportunities, and the 
European Union is an example of a partner 
organisation that has agreed to provide 
funds to support the process of providing 
e-learning materials to the Member States,” 
he said. 

Ambassador El Hussainy welcomed Mr 
Nadeau to the COMESA Secretariat and 
thanked FAO for working with the CAADP 
programme. Mr Nadeau also discussed the 
outcomes of the e-learning programme 
with the CAADP Coordinator Dr Sam 
Kanyarukiga, and Dr Nalishebo Meebelo, 
the CAADP Country Process Facilitator.

Dr Kanyarukiga explained that following 
the successful implementation of the 
CAADP e-learning programmes, FAO 
and COMESA have begun planning 
to implement the second phase of the 
programme in 2013. The Pillar-III training 
programme, which was recently concluded 
in Pretoria, South Africa and in which a 
total of 35 CAADP country team members 
from the region participated, was jointly 
organized with ECOWAS and CILLS.

Mr Nadeau also met with Mr Willis 
Osemo of the Secretariat’s Information 

USAID Commends CAADP Process E-Learning 
Programme 
Impressive

cont. to page 5

Mr. Jeff Hill speaking at the 8th CAADP PP
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The Government of Djibouti, 
together with its key 

stakeholders in the agricultural 
sector, COMESA and the African 
Union Commission on 19 April 
2012, signed the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) compact 
at a ceremony held at the Djibouti 
Palace, Kempinski Hotel. 

The signing ceremony was presided 
over by the Minister for Budget and 
acting Minister of Economics and 
Finance, Mr Amareh Said Ali, who 
expressed pleasure and satisfaction 
that the Djibouti CAADP compact 
was finally signed.

He stressed the importance of 
agricultural development not only 
for Djibouti, but also the whole of 
Africa in the midst of challenges 
such as drought. Mr Ali thanked 
COMESA and the AU Commission 
for the technical and financial 
support that his country has received 
since the official launch of CAADP 
in the country in 2006.

Secretary-General, Mr Sindiso 
Ngwenya, in a speech read on his 
behalf by Mr Thierry Mutombo, 
the Acting Director of Investment 

Promotion and Private Sector 
Development (IPPSD), at the 
COMESA Secretariat, noted that 
Africa should make concerted 
efforts to meet the urgent food needs 
of its people and reduce the levels of 
malnutrition in the region.

Mr. Ngwenya said the region is keen 
to collaborate with its partners, the 
African Union, NEPAD Planning 
and Coordinating Agency (NPCA), 
the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD), Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
World Food Program (WFP) and 
other key associates, to provide the 
necessary support to ensure that the 
Horn of Africa remains resilient to 
emerging food and nutrition security 
threats in the region.

He said COMESA is proud to be 
associated with the signing of the 
CAADP Compact by Djibouti 
because it is a critical milestone in 
the process to transform Djibouti’s 
agricultural sector. 

“The signing of the compact by 
Djibouti also reflects the undaunted 
efforts by Member States to 
implement the CAADP process, as 
envisaged by AU Heads of State and 

Government in July 2003, through 
the Maputo Plan of Action which 
called upon AU Member States to 
increase their investments in the 
agricultural sector,” he said.

The targets agreed upon in the 
2003 Maputo Declaration were the 
allocation of at least 10 percent of 
the annual national budgets to the 
agricultural sector, and achievement 
of at least six percent annual 
agricultural sector growth.

“This historic signing of the 
Djibouti CAADP Compact will 
provide inspiration to the Member 
States that have not yet completed 
the process to re-double their efforts 
to finalize their compacts,” Mr 
Ngwenya added. 

He further commended the 
Government of Djibouti for creating 
an enabling environment, and 
acknowledged the high level support 
by the senior government officials 
towards the implementation of 
CAADP; as well as the embracing of 
CAADP principles evident through 
stakeholder consultations and 
partnerships. 

Djibouti is the eleventh country 
to sign the CAADP compact 
after Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, 
Swaziland, Uganda, Malawi, 
Zambia, DRC, Kenya, and 
Seychelles.

Also present during the ceremony 
were Mr Mohamed Ahmed Awaleh, 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Livestock, who is also in 
charge of Marine Resources; and 
Mrs Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, the 
Commissioner for Rural Economy 
and Agriculture of the African 
Union. Other participants included 
technical and financial partners, 
producers’ association, civil society 
and private sector organizations. 

Djibouti Signs CAADP Compact

COMESA S.G Mr Sindiso Ngwenya Appending his signature on the Djibouti CAADP Compact
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COMESA Secretariat’s 
Director of Gender and 
Social Affairs, Mrs 

Emiliana Tembo, has called on 
all the institution’s programme 
directors to integrate gender in 
order to facilitate and promote 
sustainable, economic and social 
development in the region.

Mrs Tembo noted that effective 
participation of women, men and 
youths in development is critical 
to COMESA’s work. She said 
this during a two day retreat, 
held in Siavonga whose aim was 
to strategize on how gender can 
be mainstreamed in COMESA 
programmes. Three programmes 
of COMESA, the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Programme 
(CAADP), Alliance for Commodity 
Trade in Eastern and Southern 
Africa (ACTESA) and Climate 
Change participated in the CAADP 
funded retreat. 

She said that although the main 
building block of COMESA is 
trade, gender is articulated in the 
COMESA Treaty, which recognizes 
that it is impossible for regional 
integration to take root without the 
women.

“Mainstreaming of gender is critical 
for COMESA because it also 
contributes to the attainment of the 
UN Millennium Development Goal 
No. 3, which aims at promoting 
gender equality and women 
empowerment.

“As a sign of commitment to gender 
issues, COMESA has a Gender 
Policy, which provides guidelines 
on what we need to do to mainstream 
gender in all programmes. The 
overall objective of the policy is 
to foster gender equality. Further 

Gender Mainstreaming key to Sustainable Economies

to this commitment, in 2008, the 
Gender Division was created and 
operationalised in 2009,” Mrs 
Tembo said.

Dr Sam Kanyarukiga, the 
Coordinator of CAADP, thanked the 
Gender Division for the initiative 
of hosting the retreat whose aim 
was to see how Gender can be 
mainstreamed in the programmes 
as advised by COMESA Ministers 
of Agriculture. 
 
“I am happy with the results of 
this retreat; I leave this place 
a changed man, in terms of 
understanding gender issues. My 
own understanding of gender 
issues has been enriched.” said Dr. 
Kanyarukiga. He urged ACTESA, 
CAADP, Climate Change and 
the Gender Division to ensure 
that the outcomes of the retreat 
are implemented and a follow-up 
meeting be held to consolidate the 
plans.

The retreat was a follow-up on a 
meeting held in March 2012 by the 
CAADP and Climate Change Units, 
ACTESA and the Gender Division 
to map out a way forward for 
implementing COMESA Council 
decisions on agriculture and climate 
change.

One major recommendation of the 
retreat was that it was important 

for COMESA to focus on women 
empowerment rather than gender 
mainstreaming; because it was 
acknowledged that currently 
there are a lot of gaps in society 
at all levels regarding women 
empowerment. 

The retreat also recommended that 
decision makers in COMESA need 
to be made aware of the biases that 
exist in society that influence the 
way work is done, so that these 
are taken into account for example 
during budgeting, planning, 
implementation and monitoring 
and evaluation.

and Networking Division. The two 
discussed the transfer of FAO e-learning 
courses on food security and information 
and knowledge management for use on 
the COMESA e-learning platform. Once 
discussions are finalized, FAO will support 
COMESA in the creation of two courses 
that will be hosted on the COMESA 
e-learning platform. The first course will 
focus on food security to support the 
CAADP Pillar III; and the second one 
will focus on information and knowledge 
management.

Additionally, COMESA and FAO will 
jointly implement a communication course 
on food security for professionals working 
on CAADP Pillar III in COMESA Member 
States. 

E-Learning 
Programme 
Impressive

Mrs. Emiliana Tembo


