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The COMESA CAADP 

Newsletter is meant to 
facilitate communication 
and information sharing 
with various stakeholders on 
the CAADP implementation 
process in the region. 

In this edition we share 
with our partners, news of 
developments, progress and 
milestone achievements in 
the implementation process 
of the CAADP agenda in the 
COMESA region.

We are delighted to report 
that 14 COMESA member 
states have signed their 
CAADP Compact by 
December 2013. The latest to sign on list include Sudan, Madagascar 
and Zimbabwe respectively. 

We would also like to congratulate Uganda and Zambia for being 
the recent recipients of the Global Agriculture and Food Security 
Programme (GAFSP) Grants in the COMESA region, with US$27.6 
Million and US$31.1 Million respectively in September 2013. 

This so far brings the total to 6 COMESA member states to access 
the GAFSP funds, established in 2010 for improving food security 
in the world’s poorest countries, that are implementing agricultural 
development under the CAADP framework in Africa.

This development demonstrates that well-articulated and comprehensive 
agricultural investment plans are effective tools for resource mobilization.

We urge member countries that have signed the CAADP Compacts to 
move a step further by developing well costed National Agriculture and 
Food Security Investment Plans (NAFSIPs) for resource mobilization 
from funding partners.

This Newsletter is not only meant to provide information about CAADP 
in the COMESA region but also a platform for dialogue. We invite 
therefore feedback from our stakeholders as we share experiences, 
successes, challenges and opportunities in the CAADP implementation 
process from member states and all partners.

We look forward to your feedback and comments. 

Dr. Sam G. Kanyarukiga
COMESA CAADP Coordinator
For feedback and comments, contact caadp@comesa.int or 
skanyarukiga@comesa.int
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2013 marked a decade following the Maputo Declaration of 2003 by the African Union Heads of State 
and Government which resulted in the formation of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP). COMESA as one of the Regional Economic Communities in Africa is committed to 
ensuring that the gains of the past decade in the CAADP implementation process are sustained beyond 2013. 

It is gratifying to note that so far 14 out of 19 member states have signed their CAADP Compacts while 9 
have finalized their investment plans. On the 30th July 2013, Sudan signed the national CAADP Compact 
becoming the 12th COMESA member state to sign the CAADP Compact. This was followed by Madagascar on 
21st October 2013 and Zimbabwe on the 22nd November, 2013 bringing the total to 14 member countries. 
COMESA is happy to be part of this momentous achievement which represent significant milestones in the 
implementation of the CAADP agenda in the region. 

COMESA applauds commitments and efforts by member countries aimed at positioning agriculture as a lead 
sector to achieve economic growth, food and nutrition security and poverty reduction in the region. The gains 
of the past decade have helped us to evaluate where we are towards meeting the CAADP targets and the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

COMESA is thankful to all national and regional stakeholders as well as development partners for the support 
and efforts to ensure that the CAADP vision is attained. It is our sincere hope that as 2013 ends with renewed 
vigor and commitment for 2014 and the coming years, we shall work to ensure the CAADP agenda succeeds 
as a development model for the region. 

SINDISO NGWENYA
COMESA SECRETARY GENERAL

Foreword
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The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) 

is exploring areas of common 
interest with the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) and other regional 
economic communities (RECs) in 
Africa, to intensify collaboration 
through demand driven research in 
the areas of agriculture, food and 
nutrition security and trade. 

IFPRI Eastern and Southern Africa 
Coordinator, Dr. Godfrey Bahiigwa, 
Head of the IFPRI Regional Office 
in Addis Ababa Ethiopia,  said his 
organization has embarked on a 
stakeholder needs identification 
mission and is seeking  deeper 
engagement with COMESA and 
other RECs in Africa in terms of 
technical support and research. 

Dr. Bahiigwa disclosed this when 
he paid a courtesy call  to the office 
of the  Assistant Secretary General 
Ambassador Nagla El-Hussainy  
accompanied by IFPRI  Strategy and 
Operations Manager in the Regional 

Jason Yauney(IFPRI) franked by  Dr Sam Kanyarukiga, DrGodfrey Bahiigwa(IFPRI), Ambassador Nagla El-Hussainy with CAADP Unit staff.

Office,  Mr. Jason Yauney on the 12th 
June 2013.
 
“We want you as stakeholders to 
tell us your research needs so that 
we can identify areas of common 
interest within the four regional 
economic communities in Africa 
such as COMESA, SADC, East African 
Community (EAC) and IGAD” Dr. 
Bahiigwa said.

Ambassador Nagla El-Hussainy 
said agriculture is one area of 
common interest that IFPRI could 
collaborate with COMESA in 
terms of research through the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Unit. Ambassador El Hussainy said 
agriculture is the main component 
in the COMESA region as many 
member states’ economies are 
largely dependent on agriculture. 
She added that it is for this reason 
that COMESA is spearheading many 
programmes dealing with agriculture 
such as CAADP and the Alliance for 
Commodity Trade for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (ACTESA).  

COMESA CAADP Coordinator Dr. Sam 
Kanyarukiga disclosed that IFPRI’s 
interaction with COMESA on research 
was not new. Dr. Kanyarukiga 
said the research organization, in 
collaboration with the Regional 
Strategic Analysis and Knowledge 
Support Systems  Regional Node 
for Eastern and Central Africa (Re-
SAKSS – ECA) previously did a lot 
to support member states  in the 
development of CAADP compact 
documents and in the  elaboration 
of  National Agriculture Investment 
Plans (NAIPS). 

Besides the CAADP unit, The IFPRI 
delegation held working meetings 
with the Officer in Charge of the 
IPPSD Division, Mr. Shamseldin 
Salim, and the Officer in Charge 
of the Trade Division, Mr. Tasara 
Muzorori and the CEO of ACTESA, Dr. 
Argent Chuula, in which key areas 
of collaboration and concrete first 
actions and results to attain were 
discussed. 

IFPRI visits COMESA to strengthen 
collaboration in Agriculture and Trade areas
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COMESA has embarked on 
building and strengthening 

strategic partnerships with 
various regional, continental and 
international institutions, in a bid 
to ensure effective implementation 
of the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP).  This has 
enabled the signature of various 
Memorandums of Understanding 
and Grant Agreements that have 
assisted in implementation of joint 
activities under various CAADP 
related thematic areas.  COMESA 
signed two Grant Agreements with 
the African Union Inter-African 
Bureau for Animal Resources 
(AU-IBAR) in March 2012 on 
implementation of two initiatives: 
the Veterinary Governance in 
Africa (VETGOV) Programme and 
the Participation of African Nations 
in Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Standard-Setting Organizations 
(PANSPSO) Project.  COMESA, AU-

IBAR, IAPSC and seven (7) other 
regional economic communities 
are members of the VETGOV and 
PANSPSO Steering Committees, 
while FAO and OIE are implementing 
partners with observer status. 

Speaking during the most recent 
VETGOV and PANSPSO Steering 
Committee Meetings held back to 
back from 20th to 21st June 2013 at 
the Nanet Suites in Abuja, Nigeria, 
Director for Rural Economy and 
Agriculture (DREA) at the African 
Union Commission, Dr. Abebe Haile 
Gabriel, emphasized the importance 
of enhancing the visibility of 
livestock development, including 
veterinary policies and legislation, 
in the CAADP agenda.  He called 
on key partners in the domain of 
CAADP implementation, to develop 
modalities that will effectively 
address this issue. 

Representing the Commissioner 

for DREA, Mrs. Rhoda Peace 
Tumusiime, who is the Chair of 
the two Committees, Dr. Abebe 
further congratulated Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs) for 
progress made hitherto, in the 
implementation of this continental 
agriculture policy and investment 
framework – the CAADP.  He 
also expressed his satisfaction 
with milestones achieved in the 
implementation of VETGOV and 
PANSPSO Phase II. He however 
noted, a critical need to ensure that 
the Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs), and in turn their member 
states, assumed ownership of the 
two initiatives.  He thanked the RECs 
for their role in ensuring success 
noted so far, and pledged the AU’s 
continued collaboration in matters 
of agriculture development and food 
security. 

During the same occasion, Mr. Sy 
Alain Traore, Acting Director for 

COMESA and the African Union 
commit to enhancing visibility of 
livestock issues in CAADP

Delegates to the VETGOV and PANSPSO Steering Committee Meetings held  from 20th to 21st June 2013  in Abuja, Nigeria.

continued to page 4
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Agriculture at ECOWAS Secretariat, 
welcomed all participants to 
Nigeria and thanked AU-IBAR for 
choosing to host the meetings 
in Abuja.  Representing the 
ECOWAS Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Dr. Traore highlighted 
some of the progress made in 
implementation of CAADP in his 
region as well as advancements 
made in implementation of the 
VETGOV project.  He noted that 
the recruitment of a Regional 
Coordinator for VETGOV was useful 
in contributing to existing capacity of 
the Secretariat to deal with issues of 
livestock policy and legislation in the 
region. 

Meanwhile, COMESA was 
represented on this occasion by 
Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo, Deputy 
CAADP Coordinator, who reported 
on progress made in CAADP 
implementation in the region and 
gave an insight to the evolution of 
the two initiatives - VETGOV and 
PANSPSO.  She stressed the need to 
see a clearer and more direct linkage 
between livestock development and 
SPS issues during inception, design 
and implementation of national 
agriculture and food security 
investment plans (NAIPs)…  “COMESA 
would like to see a more structured 
approach to dealing with the issue 
of mainstreaming livestock and SPS 
issues in the CAADP agenda.  We need 
to advance beyond the rhetoric and 
concretely work towards enriching 
this linkage. So far the approach is 
rather ad-hoc, with initiatives taking 
place in a manner that is not well 
coordinated. We need to ensure 
that the CAADP country teams are 

fully engaged in the mainstreaming 
processes because they are the lead 
drivers of the national agriculture 
investment plans of which livestock 
development, and indeed SPS issue, 
should be key components.” Dr. 
Meebelo said.

Other members represented in 
the Abuja meetings were from AU-
Inter African Phytosanitary Council 
(IAPSC), East African Community 
(EAC), Economic Community of 
Central African States (ECCAS), and 
Inter-Governmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD), Southern 
African Development Community 
(SADC) and the Arab Maghreb Union 
(UMA).  Observers included the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) represented by 
Dr. Bouna Diop. The two steering 
committee meetings were hosted 
by ECOWAS and the Inter-African 
Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-
IBAR). 

VETGOV is designed to improve 
aspects of governance and 
institutional reforms which are 
required to advance the provision 
of veterinary services in Africa, 
while PANSPSO seeks to enhance 
the visibility of African countries in 
the international standard setting 
organizations.  

Note: The last Steering Committee 
Meetings were hosted by COMESA at 
the Intercontinental Hotel in Lusaka, 
Zambia.

COMESA and the African Union commit to 

enhancing visibility of livestock issues in CAADP

COMESA has developed a draft Policy 
to guide commercial planting, trade 
and emergency food aid involving 
genetically Modified Food Organisms 
(GMOs). The COMESA draft policy 
on Biotechnology and Biosafety was 
prepared after wide consultations 
which involved 18 Member States 
and a regional validation workshop 
by regulatory bodies and technical 
experts. 

The policy takes into account the 
sovereign rights of Member States 
and states that individual countries 
would make final decisions when 
implementing the policy. 

The draft policy was adopted by 
the 5th Meeting of the Ministers of 
Agriculture, Environment and Natural 
Resources in Addis Ababa on 19 - 20 
September 2013. 

The Ministers resolved that COMESA 
should support Member States 
to implement the policy through 
communications and outreach, 
development of operational 
guidelines and establishment of a 
regional biosafety risk-assessment 
structure. This will be done through 
the Alliance for Commodity Trade 
for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(ACTESA). 

COMESA Secretary General, Sindiso 
Ngwenya, promised that ACTESA 
would address implementation 
issues specifically those focusing on 
the COMESA Treaty provisions on 
agriculture. Mr Ngwenya added that 
the COMESA Secretariat would focus 
on areas of commonalities in the 
region as it pertains to biosafety and 
GMOs.

COMESA GMOs Policy 
sensitive to Sovereign 
Rights of member 
states
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Provision of evidence and 
demonstration of results through 

monitoring and evaluation is central 
to the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme 
agenda. 

 “If you do not get the right framework 
for measurement, you do not get 
the right outcomes and even if you 
do, you wouldn’t know whether 
you have achieved your intended 
objectives. If you do not know where 
you are coming from, you won’t 
know where you are going”. Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA) Secretary General 
Sindiso Ngwenya said this at the 
official opening of the Monitoring 
and Evaluation Review meeting in 
Nairobi, Kenya on 25th June, 2013.

In a speech read on his behalf by 
Investment Promotion and Private 
Sector Development Officer, 

 (L-R) Mr. Salim Shamseldin and COMESA CAADP Coordinator Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga at the M&E Workshop in Nairobi, Kenya

Shamseldin  Salim, Mr. Ngwenya said 
provision of evidence on progress 
and results  is vital for enhancing 
accountability amongst  CAADP 
stakeholders.

Mr. Ngwenya said COMESA has a 
mandate to monitor progress on 
achieving CAADP objectives within 
the region and communicating 
progress to the continental level 
institutions. 

“The provision of progress and results 
is central in promoting effective 
and efficient policies, strengthening 
implementation and enhancing 
accountability amongst CAADP 
stakeholders” he said.

Mr. Ngwenya said the CAADP Unit at 
COMESA secretariat working closely 
with the African Union Commission 
(AUC) and the NEPAD Planning 
and Coordination Agency(NPCA) 

with support from the World Bank 
has made efforts to operationalise 
the continental monitoring and 
evaluation framework. 

COMESA CAADP Coordinator Dr. Sam 
Kanyarukiga said tracking of progress 
through monitoring and evaluation 
is a key element in the CAADP 
implementation process as that helps 
to undertake corrective measures in 
time.

Dr. Kanyarukiga thanked stakeholders 
such as Food Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Policy Analysis 
Network(FANRPAN), Regional 
Strategic Analysis and Knowledge 
Support Systems (ReSAKSS), 
Association for Strengthening 
Agricultural Researchers in Eastern 
and Central Africa (ASARECA) for 
their continued  support in terms of 
policy analysis to the CAADP process.

Monitoring and Evaluation Key to COMESA 
support in the CAADP agenda
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The International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) 
appealed to the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) to consider wheat as a 
strategic crop in the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) regional 
investment plan due to increasing 
demand.

CIMMYT Principal Development 
Economist Dr. Bekele Shiferaw 
disclosed that while Africa produces 
about 23 million tonnes of Wheat, 
the continent consumes 53 million 
tonnes forcing the continent to meet 
the deficit through imports.

Setting the tone for discussion during 
a side event presentation on ‘Wheat 
for food security in Africa’ at the 
Africa Agriculture Science Week, in 
Accra, Ghana, Dr. Shiferaw said Africa 
currently imports about 36 million 
tonnes of wheat with the largest 
demand from North Africa. 
Dr. Shiferaw said CIMMYT was 

developing the Wheat for Africa (W4A) 
strategy aimed at intensifying and 
extending wheat production to small-
scale farmers to narrow the import 
gap. He said the strategy will initially 
focus on land surplus economies such 
as Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, Madagascar and Tanzania. 

“We understand the social, cultural, 
institutional, market and policy 
constraints for small scale farmers. 
We are not saying imports should 
stop now. We are not saying wheat 
should replace maize. We are 
targeting opportunities for Africa to 
narrow this import gap”, Dr Shiferaw 
said. 
 
African Union Commission Director 
for Rural Economy and Agriculture 
Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel said the 
Abuja Food Security Summit of 
2006 by Heads of state which 
discussed strategic commodities for 
the continent, left out wheat as a 
strategic crop.
However, Dr. Haile Gabriel noted that 

what defines a crop as strategic is not 
necessarily political announcement 
but demand which is induced by 
factors such as population increases 
and urbanisation. 

And CIMMYT Wheat Program 
Manager Victor Kommerell observed 
that the current national investment 
plans for Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP) do not have wheat as 
strategic crop.

Mr. Kommerell said while some 
COMESA member states have 
finalised their CAADP National 
Investment Plans (NAIPs), only a few 
countries have wheat as a strategic 
crop. 

“Very few countries put wheat 
as a strategic commodity in their 
NAIPs. COMESA is in the process of 
developing a regional compact and a 
regional investment plan. We propose 
that COMESA considers wheat as a 
strategic commodity in the regional 
investment plan”, he said.

Meanwhile, CIMMYT is gathering 
high quality data to investigate 
wheat related trade value chain 
obstacles which will be shared with 
governments and development 
partners. A baseline study is also 
being conducted for developing 
African common market for wheat in 
Eastern and Southern Africa.

Other stakeholders present included 
New Economic Partnership for Africa 
Development (NEPAD), International 
Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), Association for Strengthened 
Agricultural Research in Eastern and 
Central Africa (ASARECA), Centre for 
Coordination of Agricultural Research 
and Development for Southern Africa 
(CCARDESA), World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) and Eastern Africa 
Farmers Federation (EAFF).

Consider Wheat as a 
strategic crop in the 
CAADP Investment 
Plans-CIMMYT



 CAADP Newsletter

7

On 30th July 2013, the Republic of 
Sudan became the 12th member 
state in the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) region to sign the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Compact. 

The Sudan National CAADP Compact 
was signed during a high level 
meeting held in the capital city 
Khartoum bringing the total to 32 
African countries to have signed this 
commitment document by July 2013.

Speaking on the occasion of the 
signature ceremony, Sudanese 
Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation 
Dr. Gaafar Ahmed Abd Alla said his 
government has adopted agriculture 
as the key driver for economic growth 
within the framework of the CAADP. 
“The CAADP Compact is important 
as it is being signed at the time when 
Sudan is taking various steps to 
diversify the economy. It has come 
at a time when the contribution of 

Sudanese Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation, Hon. Abdelhaleem Ismail Al-Mutaafi signing the CAADP Compact 

Sudan Signs the National CAADP Compact

oil revenues to the national economy 
has declined following the cessation 
of South Sudan and the global 
economic crisis.” He said.

Minister Abd Alla said Sudan would 
provide political and economic 
support through sound agricultural 
policies to address challenges of food 
security and nutrition adding that his 
country is endowed with enough land 
and ground water to play a key role 
in addressing the food crisis in Africa 
and globally.

He thanked the African Union (AU), 
COMESA and NEPAD for assisting 
Sudan to sign the finalized document 
and assured the meeting of Sudan’s 
commitment towards further 
implementation of the CAADP agenda 
and mobilization of stakeholders to 
support the process.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso 
Ngwenya congratulated Sudan 
for signing the CAADP compact 
and commended the Sudanese 

government for placing agriculture at 
the centre of economic growth in the 
region.

“..Our African leaders have recognized 
that growth in agriculture is the most 
effective strategy for achieving the 
African renaissance. This is due to 
the impact that agricultural growth 
has on reducing poverty, enhancing 
food and nutrition security while also 
creating jobs and promoting overall 
economic growth”, Mr. Ngwenya said.
He further said it was ironical that 
despite Africa’s abundant natural and 
human resources, the continent is 
still food insecure while the COMESA 
region continues to spend more than 
20 billion United States Dollars to 
import food from outside the region.
He said the signing of the Sudan 
National CAADP Compact 
complements the nation’s Agriculture 
Revival Programme (ARP) and 
the enactment of the Investment 
Encouragement Act of 2012-14 
which aims to promote public private 

continued to page 8
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partnership.

Mr. Ngwenya said COMESA was keen 
to support Sudan and stakeholders 
in the next phase of the CAADP 
process after signing the compact 
which involves designing of a detailed 
National Agriculture Investment and 
Food Security Plan (NAFSIP)
.   
And the African Union (AU) 
Commissioner for Rural Economy and 
Agriculture, Tumusiime Rhoda Peace 
said the AU was grateful to COMESA 
for providing technical support and 
backstopping to the process which 
resulted in the landmark occasion 
of the signing of the Sudan CAADP 
compact.

Commissioner Tumusiime said the 
AU recognizes Sudan as one of the 
leading pillars of the African dream 
of taking CAADP to another level and 
meeting the vision of Africa becoming 
a food sufficient and exporter of 
agricultural commodities to the rest 
of the world.

“I’m aware that Sudan has Africa’s 

largest irrigation agriculture scheme 
(the Gezeera) and features among 
Africa’s leading countries in agro-
industry processing. The country 
is one of the largest in terms of 
agriculture and animal production 
labour force”, She said.

The Sudan National CAADP Compact 
was signed by Government ministers 
of Agriculture and Irrigation, and 
Finance and National Economy, 
COMESA Secretary General, the 
African Union, NEPAD Planning and 
Coordination Agency (NPCA) and 
representatives from the Farmer’s 
Union, private sector, civil society 
and development partners. The Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
in Sudan signed on behalf of the 
development Partners

Other COMESA member states 
that have signed their National 
CAADP Compacts include Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Malawi, 
Rwanda, Seychelles, Swaziland, 
Uganda and Zambia. Rwanda was 
the first country to sign the CAADP 

Compact (2007) in the COMESA 
region.

 Six COMESA member countries have 
so far accessed the Global Agriculture 
and Food Security Programme 
(GAFSP) funding. These include 
Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi, 
Uganda and Zambia. Meanwhile, 
Zimbabwe, Comoros and Madagascar 
are some of the COMESA member 
states that are advancing towards the 
Compact signatures.

CAADP Compacts contain selected 
key priority areas for investment 
in the agriculture sector. These 
have been collaboratively and 
carefully selected by stakeholders 
to address national priorities. They 
are also meant to define actions, 
commitments, partnerships and 
alliances and guide country policy 
and investment responses including 
planning for development assistance. 
Further CAADP Compacts provide 
a framework for public-private 
partnerships and business to 
business alliances to raise and sustain 
necessary investments.

Sudan Signs the National CAADP Compact
COMESA Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya signing the Sudanese National CAADP Compact
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Development partners are impressed 
with progress made by the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA) and the Economic 
Commission for West African States 
(ECOWAS) in the implementation of 
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP).

European Commission Head of 
Rural Development, Food Security 
and Nutrition Jean-Pierre Halkin 
disclosed this during the official 
opening of the CAADP Day at the 6th 
Africa Agriculture Science Week, in 
Accra, Ghana held from 15-20th July 
2013.
Speaking on behalf of the CAADP 
Development Partners’ Task 
Team (DPTT), Mr. Halkin said the 
European Commission recognises 
commitments by the African Union 
to attain economic growth through 
the CAADP framework and to reduce 
malnutrition by 2025 through 
attainment of food and nutrition 
security. 

Mr. Halkim said development 
partners were committed to 
promoting innovation through 
science and research in order for 

Jean-Pierre Halkin with NPCA CEO, Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki after the official opening of the CAADP Day in Accra, Ghana during the AASW

Africa to achieve food security and 
sustainable economic growth. 

He however urged African 
governments to formulate 
appropriate policies that will support 
attainment of food and nutrition 
security through agriculture science 
and research.

“It is not by putting more financial 
resources that will make an impact 
but the need for appropriate policies 
that will support these initiatives.  
We are impressed with the progress 
in the ECOWAS and COMESA regions 
in the implementation of the CAADP 
agenda and we wish to see similar 
progress in all African countries’’ Mr. 
Halkim said.

He applauded the Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), 
as CAADP Pillar 4 lead institution, 
for advancing agriculture research 
towards increased food productivity 
and nutrition security in Africa.

African Union Commissioner for Rural 
Economy and Agriculture - Tumusiime 
Rhoda Peace - thanked FARA for 
continued partnership and for 

according CAADP Day an important 
space in the 6th Africa Agriculture 
Science Week.

Commissioner Tumusiime said it 
was gratifying that the majority of 
the African Union member states 
have signed their CAADP compacts 
and have developed national 
development and financing plans to 
promote investments in agricultural 
sector.

She said Pan-Africanism was 
meaningless without food and 
nutrition security, adding that African 
governments have no option but to 
prioritise on agriculture to achieve 
this.

The CAADP Day was officially 
opened by Ghana Minister for 
Food and Agriculture, Clement Kofi 
Humado. Minister Humado said, 
if Africa considers agriculture as a 
critical driver for economic growth, 
and a key sector for achieving the 
millennium development goal 
number 1 on poverty alleviation and 
hunger eradication, there was need 
to allocate enough resources to the 
sector, particularly in research. 

Development Partners impressed with COMESA 
& ECOWAS progress on CAADP agenda
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AU Commissioner Rhoda Peace Tumusiime signing the Sudan CAADP Compact(L-R) AUC’s Keizire Boaz Blackie, Ethiopian Minister of Livestock Dr. 
Gebereigziabeher Gebreyohanes and CAADP Deputy Coordinator Dr. Meebelo 
Nalishebo, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

(L-R) Mr. Salim Shamseldin, Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya and Sudanese Minister of 
Foreign Trade Osman Omer Al-Sharif at the Sudan CAADP Compact signature 
ceremony

Delegates for the COMESA CAADP Regional Gender Mainstreaming workshop 
held from 4-6th June 2013 at Crossroads Hotel in Lilongwe, Malawi

Delegates to the COMESA Regional Engagement on Post-Harvest Losses 
Management held from 14-16th May 2013 at Radison Blu Hotel, Lusaka, Zambia.

Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga, Dr. Mick Mwala (UNZA) and Mr. Thierry Kalonji after 
the official opening of  the Sustainable Land & Water Management workshop in 
Lusaka, Zambia at Cresta Golf View Hotel.

Marc Mulder – Zambia Sugar Irrigation Engineer, showing participants to the 
Sustainable Land and Water Management Workshop how the company manages its 
land and water resources

Young Ethiopian peasant farmer ploughing the land in Oromiya Regional State, 
Western Shawa Region.
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EU’s Paulina Różycka and FAO Representative David Phiri signing the Zimbabwe 
CAADP Compact on behalf of their organisations

CAADP Development Partners Consultation and CTF implementation Support Mis-
sion delegates, 29th April-2nd May 2013 at Cresta Golf View Hotel, Lusaka, Zambia.

Communications and Knowledge Sharing Workshop participants during a field visit 
at Zambeef Chiawa Farms

 Professor Sheryl Hendriks, University of Pretoria facilitating on Food Security 
during the Communications and Knowledge Sharing workshop in Siavonga, Zambia.

SG Sindiso Ngwenya with Zimbabwe Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, Hon Patrick Chinamasa after signing the Zimbabwe CAADP Compact

Participants to the Joint AUC, NPCA and RECs CAADP Communications Work-
shop held from 20-21st June 2013 at Constantia Hotel, Midrand, South Africa

Zimbabwe CAADP Focal Point Mr. Collen Kabudura and group presenting a recap 
during the Communications and Knowledge Sharing workshop at Lake Kariba Inn in 
Siavonga, Zambia

Communications and Knowledge Sharing Workshop participants during a field visit 
at Zambeef Chiawa Farms



 CAADP Newsletter

12

Uganda and Zambia are among the 
eight countries worldwide, to receive 
to the Global Agriculture and Food 
Security Program (GAFSP) funding 
under the recent round of proposals, 
whose deadline for submission was 
5th June 2013. 

$254.5 million in grants was allocated 
to eight countries which include 
Burkina Faso, Honduras, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Mali, Nicaragua, Uganda, 
Yemen, and Zambia as announced by 
GAFSP partners.

GAFSP, a multi-donor trust fund 
established in 2010 seeks to improve 
food security and reduce poverty 
by delivering targeted financing for 
the agriculture sector in low-income 
countries.

In a press statement released on  
11th September, 2013 by the World 
Bank in Washington, successful 
country proposals were selected 
by the GAFSP Steering Committee 
from a very competitive pool of 20 
complete proposals.

According to the statement, Uganda 
will receive GAFSP funds totaling 
$27.6 million which will support 
the government to link agriculture, 
nutrition, health and education 
through school-based demonstration 
gardens, nutrition education, and 
small gardens. 

Zambia will receive a total of $31.1 
million GAFSP funding which will 
improve food production, develop 
value chains, and build capacity in 
districts with the highest levels of 
poverty and food insecurity. 

 The fund’s Steering Committee is 
comprised of members from donor 
and recipient countries, as well as 
representatives from civil society 
organizations, supervising entities, 
and other stakeholders. 

Successful country proposals 
demonstrated a high level of need, a 
supportive policy environment, and a 
comprehensive plan for agricultural 
development. 

Announcing the grant in Washington, 
Canadian Minister of International 
Development Christian Paradis said 
his country was proud to support 
increased agricultural productivity 
in developing countries through the 
GASFP.
  
"Canada is proud that its investment of 
more than $250 million since 2010 has 
made a significant contribution to the 
Global Agriculture and Food Security 
Program's efforts to secure positive 
results in developing countries such 
as increased agricultural productivity, 
strengthened links between farmers 
and markets, and enhanced technical 
capacity of institutions to develop 
agricultural policies,” Honorable 

Uganda and Zambia get GAFSP Funding
Paradis said.
 
United States, Treasury Under 
Secretary for International Affairs Lael 
Brainard said GAFSP provides merit-
based financing that consistently 
produces high impact, sustainable 
results, focused on smallholder 
farmers in poor communities.

“It’s no surprise that demand for 
GAFSP's targeted assistance remains 
high, as evidenced by the record 
number of well-developed programs 
received this round. Given the 
importance of global food security, 
the United States is proud to support 
this innovative and successful 
program, and we ask that other 
nations increase their investment in 
GAFSP." Brainard Said.

African countries that have 
aligned their growth agenda to the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
are eligible for funding under the 
GAFSP. CAADP plays a key role in 
assisting African countries to develop 
national agriculture and food security 
investment plans and to build 
capacity for resources mobilization 
for implementation.

Countries awarded GASFP funding 
in previous rounds are: Bangladesh, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Ethiopia, The 
Gambia, Haiti, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Liberia, Malawi, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Tajikistan, Tanzania, and Togo.

Uganda and Zambia brings the 
total to six COMESA member states 
implementing the CAADP agenda 
to access GASFP funding in addition 
to Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi and 
Rwanda.

“Canada is proud that its 

investment of more than $250 

million since 2010 has made a 

significant contribution to the 

Global Agriculture and Food 

Security Program’s efforts 

to secure positive results in 

developing countries such 

as increased agricultural 

productivity, strengthened links 

between farmers and markets, 

and enhanced technical 

capacity of institutions to 

develop agricultural policies,” 

Honorable Paradis said.
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The Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) is 
committed to building capacity for 
member countries on sustainable 
land and water management within 
the context of the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) framework.

In a speech read on his behalf 
by Acting Director of Investment 
Promotions and Private Sector 
Development (IPPSD) Mr. Thierry 
Mutombo Kalonji, COMESA Secretary 
General Sindiso Ngwenya said land 
and water resources were critical 
factors for agricultural production.

Speaking at the official launch of 
CAADP Pillar 1 Regional Capacity 
Building Training on Sustainable 
Land and Water Management held 
in Lusaka from 12-16th August 2013, 
Mr. Ngwenya called for sustainable 
management of natural resources 
in the region to mitigate effects of 
climate change.

He said there was need to balance 
economic interests with social 
interests to ensure community 
livelihoods in the region benefit from 
the abundant natural resources.

“In many countries, mineral 
exploration is given preference 
over agriculture while in most cases 
incomes from mining do not provide 

direct benefits to the local people. 
There is need to give priority to 
agriculture as it guarantees food 
security to our people”, he said.

He thanked the University of Zambia 
(UNZA) as lead institution for CAADP 
Pillar I on Sustainable Land and Water 
Management issues   for partnering 
with COMESA to deliver the Capacity 
Building training to member states.

University of Zambia Vice Chancellor 
Professor Stephen Simukanga said 
the University of Zambia was gracious 
for being granted leadership of land 
and water management issues in the 
CAADP agenda and that his institution 
would continue to provide relevant 
technical support.

In a speech read on his behalf by 
the Dean of School of Agricultural 
Sciences Dr. Mick Mwala, Professor 
Simukanga said UNZA was thankful 
to COMESA for the partnership 
and support through the Capacity 
Building Training on Sustainable Land 
and Water Management.

Professor Simukanga said the training 
which covered topics such as land 
policy, legislation and  administration 
and climate change among 
other topics aimed to empower 
participants to develop strategies and 
skills for sustainable land and water 
management within the CAADP 

framework.

And CAADP Coordinator Dr. Sam 
Kanyarukiga said COMESA would  
continue to support member states 
in the implementation of the CAADP 
agenda through capacity building in 
regional planning, policy formulation 
and  development of National 
Agriculture Investment Plans(NAIPs).
Dr. Kanyarukiga said though COMESA 
has conducted workshops on the 
other three CAADP pillars( II, III and 
IV), Pillar I should be considered as a 
foundation pillar for agriculture, and 
hence the importance attached to 
the training workshop.

He thanked UNZA as one of the 
centres of excellence in the region for 
partnering with the New Partnership 
for African Development (NEPAD), 
African Union Commission (AUC) and 
COMESA in providing leadership on 
CAADP’s Pillar I.

Capacity building at national 
and regional level is one of the 
strategic functions of the CAADP 
implementation process in the 
COMESA. Other strategic functions 
include Support to Country level 
implementation, Strengthening 
Regional Planning and Policy 
Formulation; Facilitating Monitoring 
and Evaluation; Facilitating Regional 
Communication and Information 
Sharing and Supporting Regional 
Partnerships.

COMESA 
committed to 
Sustainable 
Land and 
Water 
Management- 
Ngwenya Mr Sindiso Ngwenya
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The Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) convened 
a Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Focal Points meeting for member 
states to share fundraising 
experiences and move beyond 
documents.

The meeting which took place 
in Ethiopia, Addis Ababa’s 
Intercontinental Hotel, further aimed 
to share and learn from the Ethiopian 
National Agriculture Investment 
Programme (NAIP) implementation 
experience.

Speaking on behalf of COMESA, 
CAADP Deputy Coordinator and 
Principal CAADP Country Process 
Facilitator, Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo said 
the meeting provided an opportunity 
for Focal Points to discuss the role of 
foreign direct investment and private 
public partnerships in promoting 
agriculture investment.

“This meeting’s focus is on project 
design, resources mobilisation and 

implementation of the concrete 
programmes following the design of 
the National Agriculture and Food 
Security Investment Plan (NAFSIP). 
It aims at going beyond CAADP pre-
Compacts, and Pre-Business Meeting 
processes and documents ...” Dr. 
Meebelo said.

She applauded the government of 
Ethiopia for hoisting the meeting 
which followed the celebrations of 
fifty years since the establishment of 
the African Union Commission (AUC) 
and its predecessor the Organisation 
of African Union (OAU).

Dr. Meebelo paid tribute to the AUC’s 
policy leadership and the Nepad 
Planning and Coordination Agency 
(NPCA)’s technical support which has 
been vital to the good progress made 
in the implementation of the CAADP 
agenda in the COMESA region and 
the continent at large.
 
Officially opening the meeting, 
Ethiopian State Minister for Livestock 
sector, Dr. Gebereigziabeher 

Gebreyohanes said his country came 
up with the Agriculture Sector Policy 
and Investment Framework (PIF) in 
2010 as a strategy and investment 
plan to domesticate the CAADP 
agenda.

Dr. Gebreyohanes said the PIF serves 
as Ethiopia’s national food security 
strategy and has been designed 
to achieve 8% annual growth 
in agricultural productivity per 
annum and to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs).

He disclosed that though Ethiopia was 
one of the fastest growing economies 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, the country’s 
economy currently faces various 
challenges in form of structural 
inefficiencies and weak market 
linkages that impede productivity.

“...The over-arching objective 
of Government’s Growth and 
Transformation Plan (GTP) is to 
overcome these challenges and 
radically transfer the Ethiopian 
economy on a path of sustainable 

Go Beyond documents 
COMESA CAADP Focal Points urged

COMESA CAADP Focal Points participants at Intercontinental Hotel, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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growth and development with a 
target average annual growth of 12% 
in GDP for five years (2010-2014).” Dr. 
Gebreyohanes said.

 Speaking earlier, AUC Chief Technical 
Adviser Keizire Boaz Blackie praised 
Ethiopia and Rwanda for being 
examples in driving the CAADP 
agenda within the COMESA region.

“Rwanda helped us on how to 
develop the CAADP Compacts and 
Investment Plans. She provided an 
example of stages and processes in 
the implementation of the CAADP 
agenda. The post-compact process 
has been shaped within Rwanda and 
she is now designing a new phase 
after completion.” Mr. Keizire said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Keizire disclosed that 
the AUC has engaged the Regional 
Strategic Analysis and Knowledge 
Support Systems (ReSAKSS) and 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) to conduct studies 
in member countries to redefine 
priorities and evaluate benchmarks 
for meeting targets in the CAADP 
agenda. 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme 

(CAADP) Deputy Coordinator Dr. 
Nalishebo Meebelo has been 
nominated as one of the Role Models 
in African Agricultural Food Systems.

Indaba Agricultural Policy Research 
Institute (IAPRI) Acting Outreach 
Director Stephen Kabwe
confirmed the nomination of  Dr. 
Meebelo by the Modernizing African 
Food Systems (MAFS) Project in 
Lusaka.

“I would like to congratulate you 
for being nominated. There were 
multiple nominations against your 
name for a Role Model in Agricultural 
Food Systems according to the 
information from the Modernizing 
Africa Food Systems (MAFS) Project” 
Mr. Kabwe disclosed. 
 
Mr. Kabwe said MAFS was trying to 
identify a broad selection of highly 
effective agricultural and agribusiness 
professionals in order to understand 
what has enabled these top 
performers to improve agricultural 
and food systems in Africa.
  
“Understanding how top performers 
have progressed in their careers, will 
help MAFS to suggest to institutions 
of agricultural education and training 
(AET) how to effectively transform 
current curricula to equip graduates 
for future professional requirements 
in order to meet the needs of a 
rapidly growing fast transforming 
population.” he said. 
 
MAFS initiative is a collaborative 
effort among the Universities of 
Makerere, Pretoria, Stellenbosch 
and Michigan State that seeks to 
identify the workforce skills required 
to modernize Africa’s rapidly growing 
food systems and to share this 

“This meeting’s focus 

is on project design, 

resources mobilisation 

and implementation of 

the concrete programmes 

following the design of 

the National Agriculture 

and Food Security 

Investment Plan (NAFSIP). 

It aims at going beyond 

CAADP pre-Compacts, 

and Pre-Business Meeting 

processes and documents 

...” Dr. Meebelo said.

knowledge. 

Commenting on her nomination, Dr. 
Meebelo said she was honored to 
be recognized by the Modernizing 
African Food Systems (MAFS) Project 
as a role model in the agriculture 
sector.  

Dr. Meebelo said she has greatly 
contributed to the agriculture sector 
through her profession and work in 
the COMESA particularly under the 
CAADP Unit.
 
 “I have facilitated the signature of, 
and contributed to the review of most 
of the CAADP Compacts in the region 
as well as the national agriculture 
and food security investment plans.” 
Dr.Meebelo said. 

She said her contribution has seen 
the number of countries signing 
CAADP Compacts in the COMESA 
region from three in 2009 to 12 
while 16 member states are actively 
involved in the CAADP agenda. 

“I have also supported the 
mainstreaming of COMESA Regional 
Programmes into the CAADP agenda 
and assisted in advancing the regional 
dimensions of the framework. I have 
risen through the ranks to become 
Deputy Coordinator in charge of 
CAADP implementation in the 
region and Principal CAADP Country 
Processes Facilitator”, She added.

Dr Meebelo is a holder of a Bachelor’s 
degree in Economics and Public 
Administration, University of Zambia; 
Master of Business Administration, 
PGD in Business Studies and PhD 
in Business Studies (focusing on 
knowledge management within the 
sustainable development framework; 
from the Edith Cowan University in 
Western Australia.

MAFS Nominates Dr.Meebelo
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COMESA Leather and Leather 
Products Institute (COMESA/LLPI) 
Training Consultant Dr. Tadesse 
Mamo says the livestock sector is key 
to value addition in the agriculture 
sector and the leather industry.

Speaking when the CAADP Focal 
Points from COMESA member states 
visited the COMESA/LLPI, Dr. Mamo 
said there was need to recognize 
the critical role livestock plays in 
the agriculture sector and value 
addition.
Dr. Mamo urged the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) to recognize 
the critical role the livestock sector 
plays in agriculture and value 
addition particularly the leather 
industry.

He said the value of leather as a 
co-product of livestock exceeds the 
value of meat as a parent commodity 
by three times and that of coffee by 
four times.

COMESA CAADP Deputy Coordinator 
Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo explained 
that the agriculture sector by 
definition includes livestock, forestry 
and fisheries in addition to crops.  
 
Dr. Nalishebo said the reason 
why crops appear prominent 
on agriculture at the expense of 
livestock, forestry and fisheries 
was that previously (in most cases), 
coordinating ministries of the CAADP 
framework were dealing mainly with 
crops. 

She said the Livestock sector 
including Forestry and Fisheries 
as part of the agriculture sector 
were already receiving sufficient 
attention in the National Agriculture 
Investment Plans (NAIPs).

“There is simply a need to up-scale 
the visibility of these sub-sectors in 
the NAIPs. COMESA has set multi-
stakeholder task forces or CAADP 
Country Teams in member countries 
drawn from all sectors to realize 

synergies between agriculture, trade 
and industry.” Dr. Meebelo said.

She added that while CAADP 
emphasizes a need for better policy 
and planning, it is in fact linked to 
implementation on the ground.

Dr. Meebelo said regional 
programmes being implemented in 
COMESA such as Climate Change, 
Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS), 
Cross-Border Trade, Alliance for 
Commodity Trade in Eastern and 
Southern Africa (ACTESA) and others 
are all linked to CAADP. 

The COMESA Leather and Leather 
Products Institute (COMESA LLPI) 
was commissioned in May 2007 
to support and develop leather 
industries of the COMESA region. 
While membership is open to all 
COMESA member states, COMESA 
LLPI currently has a membership 
of eight countries. These include 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 
Rwanda, Sudan, Uganda and Zambia.

Sector Critical for Value Addition 
in the Agriculture Sector

Livestock
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The Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) has 
called for the need to pay particular 
attention to nutrition if Africa was 
to reduce the high prevalent rates of 
malnutrition.

COMESA CAADP Coordinator Dr. Sam 
Kanyarukiga made the call during 
a keynote speech at the Southern 
Africa Regional Nutrition Capacity 
Development meeting under the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) in 
Gaborone, Botswana. 

The meeting which was held from 
9th to 13th September 2013 was 
organized by the New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 
Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) and development 
partners in collaboration with the 
Government of Botswana.

Dr. Kanyarukiga said there was urgent 
need to address the increasing levels 
of malnutrition in Africa by paying 
attention to nutrition adding that 
food security without nutrition 
security was meaningless. 

“Nutrition security is only achieved 

when secure access to food is 
coupled with a sanitary environment, 
adequate health services, and the 
knowledge and care needed to ensure 
the good health of all individuals in a 
household”.  Dr. Kanyarukiga said.

He added that COMESA in 
collaboration with the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating Agency 
(NPCA) was working to ensure that 
nutrition specific indicators are 
reflected in the CAADP programmes 
of member states for monitoring and 
evaluation of results.

NEPAD Chief Executive Officer, 
Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki disclosed that 
identified constraints to promote 
nutrition-sensitive agriculture 
included low political commitment 
and lack of understanding of the role 
of agriculture on nutrition within the 
agricultural sector.

In a speech read on his behalf by 
NEPAD’s Director of Science and 
Technology, Professor Aggrey 
Ambali, Dr. Mayaki advised 
African governments to ensure 
that nutritional interventions are 
budgeted for and implemented as 
part of national agriculture and food 

security investment plans.

"It is imperative that nutrition is 
improved where poverty targets have 
made little or no progress. Evidence-
based interventions exist and must 
be scaled up. Concrete actions are 
needed to facilitate nutrition security 
through improved agricultural 
practices for diversified diets." Dr. 
Mayaki said.

Speaking during the official opening 
of the meeting, Botswana Minister 
of Agriculture Christiaan de Graaf 
said his government has declared 
agriculture as a key to poverty 
alleviation, rural development and 
improved nutrition security. 

The meeting whose theme was 
'Building capacity to mainstream 
Nutrition in National Agriculture 
and Food Security Investment Plans 
in Africa' was organised within the 
context of improved food supply 
and the fight against hunger under 
CAADP Pillar three, Framework for 
African Food Security (FAFS), and the 
Pan African Nutrition Initiative. 

Out of the 13 countries that 
participated, seven were from the 
COMESA. These included Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mauritius, Comoros, 
Seychelles, Zambia and Zimbabwe.   
Participating countries are expected 
to set out action plans on nutrition 
in the National Agriculture and Food 
Security Plans within the CAADP 
framework.

The workshop which was jointly 
organized and financed by NEPAD, 
Food Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) and COMESA was the third 
in the series of Capacity Building 
workshops organized by NEPAD, FAO 

Dr Sam Kanyarukiga, COMESA, Mrs Dorothy Namuchimba, ECSA, Minister christiaan De Graaff, & Prof Aggrey Ambali

Nutrition Key to Food Security-COMESA
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and Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs). The first one for West African 
states was held in Dakar, Senegal in 
November 2011 while the second 
one for East and Central Africa was 
held in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania in 
February 2013.

Other partners apart from FAO 
that participated in the Southern 
Africa Regional Nutrition Capacity 
Development meeting included, 
World Food Programme (WFP), 
Irish AID, United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
Harvest Plus, and International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). 

Dr. Kanyarukiga led the COMESA 
Secretariat delegation which included 
CAADP Policy Analyst Dr. Ken Shawa, 
CAADP Monitoring and Evaluation 
Expert Mr. William Dothi and CAADP 
Administrative Assistant Ms. Priscilla 
Mwiche.

The Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) attended 
the Participatory Instructional Design 
for e-Learning training sponsored 
by the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in Turin, Italy 
from 16th to 20th September 2013.

Jointly offered by FAO and the 
International Training Centre of the 
International Labour Organisation 
(ITC-ILO), the training was designed 
specifically for participants from 
organisations responsible for 
developing e-learning programmes 
for food security.

Apart from COMESA, participants 
were drawn from Interstates 
Committee for Drought Control in 
the Sahel (CILLS) in West Africa, 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) member states and 
the Russian Federation’s Euroasian 
Centre for Food Security (ECFS).

COMESA had three participants 
who included Webmaster, Mr. Willis 
Osemo, Information Technology 
Systems Development Assistant, 
Mr. Masiko Kachamba and 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 

Communications Officer, Mr. Cephas 
Moonga. 

After successfully undergoing the 
training, COMESA Webmaster, Willis 
Osemo said the training provided an 
opportunity for COMESA to be able to 
design and develop its own e-learning 
programmes which will be hosted on 
its e-learning platform available on 
www.elearning.comesa.int 

Mr. Osemo also disclosed that apart 
from training, an MOU between 
FAO and COMESA is being reviewed 
in which COMESA will host some of 
the FAO e-learning programmes on 
the COMESA e-learning platform. 
These FAO courses will be targeted at 
participants from the COMESA region 
and will be managed by the COMESA 
Secretariat.

FAO and COMESA have partnered 
to provide e-learning programmes 
on Food Security within the context 
of CAADP’s Pillar III- Framework for 
African Food Security (FAFS).

In 2012, the first CAADP Pillar-
III e-learning training was jointly 
organized with ECOWAS and 
Permanent Interstates Committee 

COMESA attends the Participatory e-Learning 
Training on Food Security in Italy

for Drought Control in the Sahel 
(CILLS) which attracted a total of 35 
CAADP Country Team members as 
participants.

In addition, COMESA and FAO 
partnered to implement a CAADP 
Communication and Knowledge 
Sharing Training on Food Security 
for member states, held in Zambia in 
December 2013. 

The e-learning programmes are 
supported by the European Union-
FAO Programme on Improved Global 
Governance for Hunger Reduction.

COMESA currently runs 3 e-learning 
courses on its e-learning platform 
namely: COMESA Procurement 
course; e-Eurotrace course and 
National Accounts Training.

Participants to the Participatory Instructional Design for e-learning training in Turin, Italy

Nutrition Key to Food 

Security-COMESA
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The draft COMESA Regional 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Compact will be finalized after 
adopting recommendations and 
comments made by member 
states and stakeholders during the 
validation meeting held in Lusaka 
from 26 - 27 September 2013. 

According to the COMESA CAADP 
Coordinator Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga, 
recommendations that emerged 
from the forum will be used to 
finalize the Compact document 
and to consult on members of the 
constituencies on who will sign on 
behalf of others.
 
“As soon as the final document 
is ready the COMESA Secretariat 
would consult on the appropriate 
date for all member states and 
stakeholders to have the Regional 
Compact signed”, he said. 

Speaking during the workshop, 
Acting Director for Investment 
Promotion and Private Sector 
Development Division Mr. Thierry 
Kalonji said COMESA has adopted a 
regional approach to food security 
that promotes infrastructure 
development and policies that 
will enable free flow of food from 
surplus to deficit areas. 

“The draft Compact will reinforce 
the development of long term 
coordinated strategies for 
sustainable agricultural growth and 
increased agricultural productivity 
in the region,” Mr. Kalonji said.

He said that the COMESA CAADP 
Regional Compact aims to 
concentrate on strategic regional 
investment opportunities that 
individual countries cannot achieve 
when acting alone. 

Appreciating COMESA for hosting 
the meeting, Zambia’s Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock Mr. 
Siazongo Siakalenge said his 
country had signed the CAADP 
Compact in January 2011 and 
the development of the National 
Agriculture Investment Plan (NAIP). 

He said various investors had 
made financial pledges towards 
supporting the implementation 
of the NAIP after an independent 
technical review by New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
in April 2013. 

“We are currently in a resource 
mobilization phase to bridge the 
financing gap in our NAIP equal 
to US$605 Million. Recently, we 
received some good news from 
the Global Agriculture and Food 
Security Programme (GAFSP) that 

our application for financing was 
successful and we were allocated 
a grant amounting to US$31.5 
Million”, Mr. Siakalenge said. 

Speaking on behalf of Development 
Partners, Department for 
International Development (DfID) 
Head of Africa Agriculture, Mr. 
Marco Serena said the CAADP 
Regional Compact was an 
important process for developing 
regional markets and crucial for 
development in the region. 

He observed that the best 
opportunities for investment in 
the COMESA region were in the 
agriculture sector. 

Other stakeholders that attended 
the meeting include NEPAD, 
Association for Strengthened 
Agriculture Research for Eastern 
and Central Africa (ASARECA), East 
African Farmers Federation (EAFF), 
European Centre for Development 
Policy Management (ECDPM), Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
European Union (EU) and United 
States Agency for International 
Development.

Strides towards Finalizing Regional CAADP Compact

(L-R) Stanley Mbaghati, Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga, Mr. Therry Kalonji Mutombo, Siazongo Siakalenga and Marc Serena
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The COMESA Climate Change 
Initiative has secured about US$100 
Million from partners to support 
interventions on Climate Change 
adaptation and mitigation including 
climate proofing the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) in the COMESA 
region.

COMESA Climate Change Coordinator 
Chikakula Miti disclosed this during 
the Regional CAADP Compact 
Validation Meeting held in Lusaka at 
the Pamodzi Hotel.

Mr. Miti said the European Union (EU) 
has provided €4 Million, Department 
for International Development (DfID, 
UK) £38 Million, while Norway has 
signed a grant agreement with 
COMESA of US$ 20 Million. 

He said COMESA Climate Change 
Initiative has engaged farmers in 
the region to adopt climate smart 
agricultural practices to adapt 
to climate Change and to cut on 
greenhouse gases responsible for 
global warming in order to attain 
national food security and meet 
development goals.

“We are currently supporting 
countries to come up with activities 
that build resilience of the agriculture 
sector. We have subcontracted the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) to ensure climate change is 
mainstreamed in CAADP Investment 
Programmes”, Mr. Miti said.

Mr. Miti said the Climate Change 
Initiative has supported governments 
of Kenya, Malawi, Madagascar, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe under the 
CAADP framework Pillar I (Sustainable 
Land and Water Management) 
to come up with programmes on 
conservation agriculture.

According to Mr. Miti, resources 
for climate smart agriculture could 
be accessed through two windows. 
The first window is supporting 
government led interventions and 
resources are channeled through 
FAO. Under the second window, 
requests for proposals from non-
state actors including the private 
sector are issued which are evaluated 
on a competitive basis and effective 
ones are funded.

The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Partners’ Platform held a Business 
Meeting in Abuja, Nigeria from 30-
31 October 2013 to chart the way 
forward on sustaining the CAADP 
momentum beyond 2014. 

The aim of the meeting, which brought 
together all key implementers as well 
as technical and financial supporters 
of the CAADP Agenda in Africa, was 
to review implementation progress of 
the CAADP framework at continental 
level in order to come up with 
new strategies of accelerating its 
implementation. 

It was held under the auspices of the 
African Union Commission (AUC), 
NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 
Agency and Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs). 

COMESA CAADP Coordinator, Dr 
Sam Kanyarukiga led the COMESA 
delegation, comprising four CAADP 
Unit staff and the Ugandan CAADP 
Focal Point, Mr Tom Kakuba. 

The meeting discussed the Sustaining 
the CAADP Momentum Results 
Framework, preparations for the AU 
2014 Year of Agriculture and Food 
Security and post implementation 
support from the Multi-Donor Trust 
Fund (MDTF). 

They also identified the need to 
present the Sustaining the Results 
Framework to the AU Heads of 
State Summit in January 2014. This 
was with a view of seeking renewed 
commitments on the targets of 10% 
annual budgetary allocation and 6% 
growth rate.

US$100 Million Secured 
for Climate Proofing

Partners meet in 
Abuja to discuss how 
to sustain the CAADP 
momentum
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The Reinforcing Veterinary Governance in Africa Program (VET-GOV) says 
the livestock sector is well considered in the CAADP Compacts and National 
Agriculture Investment Plans (NAIP) in the COMESA.

VET-GOV Programme Coordinator in COMESA, Dr. Yoseph Shiferaw Mamo said 
this at the official opening of the Inauguration of the Livestock Policy Hub in 
Zambia at Government Complex in Lusaka held on the 2nd to 3rd October, 
2013.

Dr. Mamo said one of the achievements of the VET-GOV programme in 
COMESA since its launch on the 16th January 2012 in Nairobi, Kenya, has been 
the identification of livestock policy gaps in each member countries including 
Zambia.

“Support was given to member countries including Zambia during the 
development of CAADP Compact and National Agricultural Investment Plans. 
We made sure that livestock is well considered in the plans”, Dr. Mamo said.
 
He urged participants to the Inauguration of the Livestock Policy Hub in Zambia 
to discuss on the identified livestock policy and strategy gaps and to come up 
with outputs that will help shape the Livestock Policy Act and Strategic Plan for 
Zambia.

And Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Permanent Secretary Dr. David 
Shamulenge said the agricultural sector in Zambia has the greatest potential 
to contribute to poverty reduction as 80% of the country’s population is 
dependent on agriculture for livelihoods.  

In a speech read on his behalf by Deputy Director for Livestock Development, Dr. 
Christine Yamba-Yamba, Dr. Shamulenge said it is for this reason that Zambia’s 
NAIP emphasizes on pro-poor agricultural led economic development.

Dr. Shamulenge said to realize this there was need for appropriate livestock 
policy, strategies and clear action plans to support pro-poor and agricultural 
development that targets poverty reduction.

“The ability of the livestock sector to attain its full potential is often constrained 
by the availability and quality of livestock services. To this effect, my ministry 
is working to strengthen veterinary services and livestock extension,” he said.

VET-GOV is a Programme of the African Union Inter African Bureau for Animal 
Resources(AU-IBAR) supported by the European Union which aims to leverage 
the resource potential of the livestock sector for poverty alleviation in Africa in 
collaboration with regional economic communities such as COMESA.

Livestock policy gaps identified 
under VET-GOV Programme  
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The Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa says the food 

situation in the region was worrying 
due to reductions in food production 
in 2012.

COMESA Senior Agricultural Advisor 
and Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Coordinator, Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga 
disclosed this at the 5th Africa Grain 
Summit held in Mombasa, Kenya 
from 1st-3rd October 2013.

Dr. Kanyarukiga said in 2012, most 
COMESA member states registered 
between 4 to 30 percent reductions 
in cereal production because of 
erratic rains adding that the picture 
for 2013 was similar with most areas 
still affected by water stress, diseases 
among others.

“According to Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) 2013 report, 
about 10 countries in Eastern and 
Southern Africa will require external 
assistance for food. These include: 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Djibouti, Eritrea, 
Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Madagascar, 

Sudan and South Sudan”, he said.

Dr. Kanyarukiga said COMESA through 
CAADP is committed to reducing 
food insecurity in the region by 
applying agricultural techniques and 
technologies to increase productivity 
and production, reducing post-
harvest losses, improved food quality 
and food safety, increased intra- 
and inter-regional trade through 
removal of trade barriers (including 
Non-Tariff Barriers) and enhanced 
competitiveness.

“This double pronged approach of 
increased productivity and regional 
trade in grain would consequently 
reduce dependency on food aid in 
the region”, Dr. Kanyarukiga said.

Speaking at the official opening, East 
African Grain Council Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Gerald Masila said the 
summit whose theme was “Africa, 
the emerging frontier for global 
investments in grain trade” was 
timely as global focus has shifted to 
Africa's potential to feed itself and to 
feed the world. 

Dr. Masila called for the need to 
explore opportunities for innovation 
and technology adoption to address 
constraints and increase agricultural 
investments in Africa by optimizing 
intra-Africa market access and 
dismantling barriers to trade.

The summit attracted over 200 
delegates from over 22 African 
countries. It was organized in technical 
presentations and discussions in 
different thematic areas affecting the 
Grain Trade industry across the entire 
value chain including Production, 
post-harvest, processing, storage, 
transport, pricing, marketing and 
financing. COMESA participated 
and made a technical presentation 
in the thematic area on “Reducing 
Aid dependency through increased 
agricultural performance”.

Development partners who 
attended included the Swedish 
International Development Agency 
(SIDA), the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
The USAID East Africa Trade Hub (key 
sponsor) and the Technical Centre for 
Agricultural and Rural Cooperation 
ACP-EU (CTA).

Other partners included the 
Agribusiness Initiative Trust (ABI) 
Uganda, the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Agriculture (AGRA), 
Association for Strengthening 
Agricultural Research in Eastern 
and Central Africa (ASARECA) and 
the USAID Ethiopia Agricultural 
Markets Development Project, the 
International Finance Corporation 
(IFC). 

Food Security Situation in COMESA 
worrying- Kanyarukiga

Dr. Sam Kanyarukiga
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Madagascar has became the 
13th COMESA member state 

and 35th African country to sign the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) 
Compact by October 2013.

The Madagascar National CAADP 
Compact was signed in the capital 
city, Antananarivo, during a high 
level meeting held on 21 October 
2013 and attended by government, 
farmer organisations, the private 
sector, development partners and 
NGOs. Representatives of these 
stakeholder groups signed the 
compact. 

The national Compact envisions 
a Madagascar in 2025 that has 
a competitive, sustainable and 
integrated agriculture sector that 
ensures food security. The overall 
objective will be to improve food 
security and incomes of producers, 
growth of the rural economy and 
sustainable utilization of natural 

resources.

In developing the national Compact, 
Madagascar received support from 
the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) 
and several development partners, 
e.g. European Union, World Bank, 
International Fund for Agriculture 
Development (IFAD) and the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO). 

Of the 13 COMESA member states to 
sign the CAADP Compact, nine have 
proceeded to develop the National 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plans (NAFSIPs) which 
have been technically reviewed. 
These include Rwanda, Burundi, 
Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and Zambia

Currently six COMESA member 
states have accessed the Global 
Agriculture and Food Security 

Programme (GAFSP) funding 
using their NAFSIPs. These include 
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Malawi, 
Ethiopia and Zambia.

CAADP Compacts contain selected 
key priority areas for investment in 
the agriculture sector. These have 
been collaboratively and carefully 
selected by stakeholders to address 
national priorities. 

They are also meant to define 
actions, commitments, partnerships 
and alliances and guide country 
policy and investment responses 
including planning for development 
assistance.

Further CAADP Compacts provide 
a framework for public-private 
partnerships and business to 
business alliances to raise and 
sustain necessary investments.

Madagascar signs the CAADP Compact

Stakeholders signing the Madagascar CAADP Compact at the signature ceremony in Antananarivo
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The Reinforcing Veterinary 
Governance in Africa Program 

(VET-GOV) in COMESA organized 
a Livestock Policy Hub meeting in 
Seychelles to initiate the process of 
developing policies to revive the 
livestock sector in the country.
 
The meeting which was held from 
16 - 17 October 2013 coincided with 
the commemoration of the World 
Food Day by the United Nations, 
which falls on 16th October each 
year. 

While officially opening the 
meeting, Seychelles Minister of 
Natural Resources and Industry, 
Hon. Peter Sinon, reaffirmed his 
government’s commitment to 
supporting all agricultural sectors, 
especially the livestock industry. 

“It is important to have a strong 
livestock sector in Seychelles and 
the benefits of eating fresh local 
livestock products compared to 
imported preserved food products 
are enormous,” he said. 

Speaking during the meeting, 
Seychelles Farmers Association 
Chairman, Mr Serge Benstrong 
called for the need to revive the 
livestock sector in Seychelles, which 
has declined due to competition 
from imported food products. 

“Seychelles cannot achieve 
nation food security without 
food sovereignty, which requires 
promoting the local livestock 

industry. Today, nearly all meat 
products here are imported; but our 
farmers’ association stresses that 
national food and nutrition security 
cannot be achieved without food 
sovereignty,” Mr Benstrong said.

VET-GOV Programme Coordinator 
in COMESA, Dr Yoseph Mamo said 
the African Union’s Inter Bureau 
of Animal Resources (AU-IBAR), 
and COMESA are committed to 
supporting Seychelles’ livestock 
sector particularly with regards to 
institutional improvements. 

“I commend the government of 
Seychelles for its efforts to revive 
the livestock sector through the 
development of the livestock policy. 
I urge all stakeholders to support 
the development of this policy and 
strategy in Seychelles by addressing 
identified gaps which include access 
to land, finance, veterinary and 
extension services and the need to 
address bio-sanitary and bio- safety 
issues in the entire value chain,” Dr 
Mamo said.

Seychelles develops roadmap to
revive the livestock sector

“It is important 
to have a strong 
livestock sector 
in Seychelles and 
the benefits of 
eating fresh local 
livestock products 
compared to 
imported preserved 
food products are 
enormous,” he said. 

Delegates to the Livestock policy hub meeting in Sychelles with Minister Peter Simon
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The private sector and 
development partners in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo has 
pledged to invest more than US$1 
Billion in the country’s CAADP 
National Agriculture Investment 
Plan (NAIP). 

Speaking during the CAADP Post 
Compact Business Meeting held 
at the Grande Hotel in Kinshasa 
from 07- 08th November 2013, 
His Excellency, Jean Chrysostome 
Mukesyayira, the Minister for 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
of the DRC thanked COMESA for 
the support that his country had 
received over the years leading to 
finalization of the NAIP.
 
“I pay credence to the private 
sector, financing institutions and 
the development partners for their 
immense co-operation towards 
realizing this milestone and for 
pledging more than one US $1 
billion collectively during this 
business meeting,” he said. 

“I am particularly pleased with your 
participation and contribution to 
the development of the agricultural 
sector and for working closely with 
the government during the process 
of designing the NAIP. This meeting 
is meant to share views with various 
partners on the development of the 
agricultural sector. My government 
commends you for supporting this 
country particularly during difficult 
times,” Minister Mukesyayira added. 

He also took the opportunity to 
commend the leadership of His 
Excellency Joseph Kabila for the 
recent victory attained in Eastern DR 

Private sector pledges to 
invest in DRC agricultural 
plan

Congo. The Minister was speaking 
in his capacity as representative of 
the Prime Minister His Excellency 
Mr Augustin Matata Ponyo. 

COMESA’s Assistant Secretary- 
General (Programmes), Ambassador 
Kipyego Cheluget, congratulated 
the Government of the DRC for 
the successes scored in enhancing 
agricultural development. He 
particularly commended the 
country for developing the concept 
of Agriculture Business Parks within 
the context of CAADP. 

“These are Public, Private 
Partnerships (PPPs) composed of 
multilateral institutions, private 
sector investors and the DRC 
Government. It is my understanding 
that through these parks, potential 
sites have been indentified, while 
detailed business plans have been 
developed for each site, including 
infrastructure needs, processing and 
storage facilities and marketing and 
distribution outlets,” Dr Cheluget 
said. 

He added that COMESA shall 
continue to support not only the 
DRC but all Member States to 
achieve agricultural sustainability 
and development. 

The meeting was attended by the 
DRC Central Bank, USAID, EU, 
AfDB, Belgium, South Korea, 
World Bank, FAO, and Forum for 
Agriculture Research in Africa 
(FARA), the Federation of Congolese 
Enterprises (FEC), foreign private 
sector investors, public and private 
financing institutions, farmers’ 
associations and the civil society. All 
the 11 provinces of the DRC were 
represented by provincial governors 
and ministers.
 
The DRC is the 8th COMESA 
Member state to host the CAADP 
Post Compact Business Meeting. 
Others include: Burundi, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Uganda, 
and Zambia.

“I pay credence to 
the private sector, 
financing institutions 
and the development 
partners for their 
immense co-operation 
towards realizing 
this milestone and 
for pledging more 
than one US $1 
billion collectively 
during this business 
meeting,” he said. 

Amb. Kipyego Cheluget
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Zimbabwe successfully 
signed the Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) Compact on 
22nd November 2013, becoming the 
14th COMESA member state and 
37th country in Africa to sign the 
document.

The Zimbabwe National CAADP 
Compact was signed on behalf of 
Government by the Minister of 
Agriculture, Mechanization and 
Irrigation Development and the 
Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development together with 7 other 
partners at a high level signature 
ceremony held at Pandhari Lodge, in 
the capital, Harare.
 
Partners who signed the Compact 
included the African Union (AU) and 
NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 
Agency (NPCA), COMESA, the 
European Union (EU), World Bank, 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Farmers Union and the 
Private Sector.

Head of CAADP at the NEPAD 
Agency, Mr. Martin Bwalya signed on 
behalf of the AU Commissioner for 
Rural Economy and Agriculture H.E. 
Mrs. Rhoda Peace Tumusiime and the 

NPCA Chief Executive Officer, H.E. 
Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki, while COMESA 
Secretary General, Sindiso Ngwenya, 
signed on behalf of COMESA.

The EU currently chairs the agriculture 
donor working group (ADWG) also 
called the “Development Partners 
Task Team (DPTT)”. The EU, World 
Ban and FAO signed the Zimbabwe 
CAADP Compact on their own 
behalf.

Delivering a statement of 
commitment, Zimbabwe Minister 
of Agriculture Mechanization and 
Irrigation Development, Hon. Dr. 
Joseph Made, said the signing of 
the Zimbabwe National CAADP 
Compact was a catalyst for mobilizing 
local resources for financing the 
agriculture sector in Zimbabwe.

Dr. Made said the Zimbabwean 
Government would continue to 
strengthen efforts that enhance the 
development of agriculture to improve 
incomes of the rural populations. 

He said, on the technical side, his 
government was working closely with 
FAO to deal with matters related to 
soil fertility.

Zimbabwe ratifies the National CAADP Compact
Dr. Made further stated that the 
Zimbabwean Government would 
pay attention to the livestock sector 
which has been neglected for many 
years, adding that by-products from 
livestock could be used to improve 
soil fertility and generate electricity 
using bio-digesters. 

And Zimbabwe Minister of Finance 
and Economic Development, Hon. 
Patrick Chinamasa assured that his 
ministry will take necessary measures 
to support agriculture in the country 
and ensure that 10% of the revenues 
are channeled to the agriculture sector.

“The Zimbabwe Agenda for 
Sustainable Socio-Economic 
Transformation(Zim Asset) will guide 
what measures we take to see whether 
there is any deviation from what we 
have agreed”, Mr. Chinamasa said. 

He called for the need to bring to 
finality the debate on the land tenure 
system as agriculture takes place on 
land. 

Speaking earlier, COMESA 
Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya 
congratulated the Government of 
Zimbabwe for signing the CAADP 
Compact which has been achieved 
against the background of the worst 
economic recession.  

Ngwenya said the Zimbabwe CAADP 
Compact should be viewed in the 
context of the country’s determination 
to transform its economy based on the 
country’s history and its vision for the 
future. 
Mr. Ngwenya said social and economic 
forces have historically shaped land 
reform programmes which led to 
economic transformation and the 
industrial revolution in Europe. 

He cited countries such as China, 
Japan, Korea and South Korea 
as examples of countries where 
historically land reforms programmes 

 Zimbabwe Minister of Agriculture Mechanization and Irrigation Development Dr. Joseph Made, 
COMESA SG Sindiso Ngwenya signing the Zimbabwe CAADP Compact.
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for social economic transformation 
have taken place.

Mr. Ngwenya said the current status 
of Zimbabwe’s manufacturing sector 
was partially due to the state of 
the agriculture sector which was 
still in transition, while he advised 
the Zimbabwean Government to 
undertake a radical policy review and 
reformation of institutions supporting 
agriculture.

“If you are to deliver credit to small 
holder farmers, you will need a 
different model. There is need for a 
radical policy review and reforming 
of institutions to ensure that they are 
all inclusive, non-discriminatory and 
transparent”, he said. 

Delivering a commitment statement, 
EU Head of Economic Cooperation 
and Food Security Paulina Różycka 
said the EU was pleased to sign the 
Zimbabwe CAADP Compact in 
fulfillment of its commitment to the 
major donor conferences such as the 
Paris, Accra and Busan Meetings.

Mrs. Różycka said the EU's 
commitment to sustainable agriculture 
and food and nutrition security at a 
global level are also reflected in the 
support that the EU provides to the 
agricultural sector of Zimbabwe.

“The EU funding today includes 
support to small scale irrigation 
schemes, support to agricultural inputs 
both in crops and livestock, support to 
improved extension service delivery, 
support to market linkages, but also 
support through FAO to facilitate 
government led coordination in the 
agricultural sector, paving the way for 
a formal CAADP-based dialogue and 
coordination structure”, she said.

COMESA Assistant Secretary General 
for Programmes, Ambassador Dr. 
Kipyego Cheluget, and FAO Resident 
Representative Dr. David Phiri, also 
attended the ceremony.

Honorable Greyford Monde 
MP, Zambia’s Deputy Minister 

for Agriculture and Livestock, has 
challenged participants attending the 
CAADP Regional Communications and 
Knowledge Sharing Learning Workshop 
in COMESA to become change agents in 
the fight against poverty in the continent.

Speaking when he officially opened 
the workshop on 2nd December, 
2013 in Siavonga, Zambia, Honorable 
Monde urged delegates to be agents of 
change through effective and efficient 
communication and knowledge sharing 
on CAADP and related Food Security 
issues.

“Information is power and we can only 
empower our people to change for the 
better in the area of food and nutrition 
security by communicating and sharing 
the knowledge we gain from this 
workshop”, he said.

Hon. Monde said the workshop, which 
attracted participants from COMESA 
and ECOWAS member states, provided a 
rare opportunity for sharing experiences 
and challenges of malnutrition and food 
security in Africa.

Speaking on behalf of COMESA, 
Deputy CAADP Coordinator, Dr. 
Nalishebo Meebelo thanked the Zambian 
Government for being hosts of the 
regional meeting.

Dr. Meebelo said COMESA was pleased 
to partner with Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and other partners 
towards building capacity of stakeholders 
in the member states to better implement 
the CAADP framework and its processes.

She challenged participants to ensure 
that they increase their communications 
coverage to enhance visibility of the 
challenges facing Africa such as food and 
nutrition insecurity which are responsible 
for the high malnutrition and infant 

mortality rates. 

“Sub Saharan Africa still has a high 
prevalency rate of malnutrition and infant 
mortality due to, food and nutrition 
insecurity. At the core of this problem 
is lack of information and knowledge, 
which we need to share frequently with 
the majority of our people in Africa. 
Communicators need to be responsible 
for effecting the much needed  positive 
difference. ” said Dr. Meebelo.   

Welcoming delegates from Economic 
Community for West African States 
(ECOWAS) attending the workshop, Dr. 
Nalishebo said their participation was 
evidence of the existing memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between COMESA 
and ECOWAS, signed in 2010.

And FAO Zambia Representative Mr. 
Mtendere Mphatso said his organization 
was happy to partner with RECs in Africa 
to address challenges of food and nutrition 
security on the continent.

Mr. Phatso said concerted efforts by all 
stakeholders were needed to seriously  
address issues of food and nutrition 
security across the continent.
 
The workshop which mainly focused 
on capacity building in the area of 
Communication and Knowledge Sharing, 
with a focus on CAADP Pillar III relating 
to Food and Nutrition Security was jointly 
organized by COMESA and FAO.

The face to face training workshop which 
was held from 2-12th December, 2013 was 
preceded by an online training session 
organised from 25-29th November, 2013. 
 
A total of 29 participants from both 
COMESA and ECOWAS were drawn 
from 13 countries namely; Swaziland, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, 
Gambia, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Kenya, Seychelles, Sudan and Malawi.

CAADP Communicators challenged 
to be Agents of Change
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28 COMESA has commended Zambeef 
Plc for the critical role the company 
is playing as a private sector in 
contributing to food and nutrition 
security in the Africa.

Speaking during the tour of Zambeef 
Chiawa Farms by the Regional 
Communications and Knowledge 
Sharing Workshop participants, 
COMESA CAADP Deputy 
Coordinator, Dr. Meebelo Nalishebo 
said Zambeef has shown a good case 
of private sector involvement in food 
and nutrition security in Africa.

Dr. Nalishebo said Zambeef ’s 
integrated business system where 
the company is involved in farming, 
livestock keeping, value addition and 
retail trading throughout the entire 
value chain was impressive. 

“We see Zambeef as a good example 
of best practice for member states and 
private sector entities to learn from 
where one farm is doing cropping 
and producing feed for another farm. 
What is impressive is that all the 
agricultural products are value added 
within the company’s subsidiaries,” 
she said.  

Dr. Nalishebo said COMESA 
through the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) is encouraging 
governments of member states to 
engage the private sector in their 
agriculture development agenda.
She urged governments of member 
states to create a conducive 
environment for attracting private 
sector involvement in the agricultural 
sector in order to contribute to 
economic development.

Zambeef Chiawa Farms Crop 
Manager Rob Hoskins said the farm 
is completely dependent on irrigation 
as Chiawa is a relatively dry area 

adding that water for crop irrigation is 
pumped from both the Zambezi and 
the Kafue River.

Mr. Hoskins disclosed that while 
Chiawa dry land is tsetse fly infested, 
making it unsuitable for livestock 
rearing, the farm is a major source 
of Lucerne, a high protein plant for 
livestock stock feed. 

In addition, he said the farm produces 
crops such as soya beans, maize and is 
involved in fish farming on a relatively 
small scale for domestic consumption. 
And Zambeef Head of Corporate 
Affairs, Mr. Felix Lupindula said 
the company makes a significant 
contribution to food and nutrition 
security in Zambia through its 
cropping and food processing 
divisions.
  
A delegation of participants for the 
Communications and Knowledge 
Sharing workshop training from both 
COMESA and ECOWAS member 
states went on a conducted field visit 
of Zambeef Chiawa Farms on the 
6th December 2013 as part of their 
training.
The workshop which was held in 
Siavonga, Zambia, attracted a total 
of 29 participants drawn from 13 

countries namely; Swaziland, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, 
Gambia, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Kenya, Seychelles, Sudan and Malawi.
The Communications and Knowledge 
Sharing workshop targeted at both 
COMESA and ECOWAS English 
speaking countries was held from 
2nd to 12th December, 2013 and was 
organised by COMESA and Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

COMESA commends Zambeef ‘s 
role on food security

“We see Zambeef as a 
good example of best 
practice for member 
states and private 
sector entities to 
learn from where 
one farm is doing 
cropping and 
producing feed for 
another farm. What 
is impressive is that 
all the agricultural 
products are value 
added within 
the company’s 
subsidiaries,” she 
said.

Chiawa Farm Crop Manager Rob Hoskins showing delegates Lucerne, a high protein crop for stockfeed
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CAADP in COMESA is supported by the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) managed by World Bank on behalf the
 contributing development partners. These include; the United States Agency for International Development(USAID), 

The Dutch government, European Union(EU), Irish Aid, France, United Kingdom through the Department for
 International Development( DfID).


