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The African Union (AU) Summit of  Heads of  

State and Government have emphasized 

that peace and security across the 

continent are critical prerequisites for achieving 

agriculture-led development in Africa.  

Speaking during the AU Summit on Agriculture 

is no peace and security across the continent”, 

Gambia President Yahya Jammeh said. 

Newly elected Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

Al-Sisi said, “The continent faces an increasing 

challenge in trans-border threats with terrorism 

at the forefront. We need to strengthen our 

cooperation and align our national policies to 

effectively counter terrorism”.

The Summit called for the establishment of  

the Africa Standby Force as an African solution 

to conflicts and terrorism while emphasizing 

that the entire continent suffers in terms of  

development when one country is destabilized.

“Peace is important for Agriculture-led 

development in Africa. African problems should 

be dealt with by Africans. When I look at what is 

happening in Africa; terrorism, killings, coups, 

I feel ashamed”, King Mswati of  Swaziland 

echoed.

The need to find a lasting solution to conflicts in 

the Great Lakes Region, Democratic Republic of  

Congo, Central African Republic and South Sudan 

was emphasized. Further the summit discussed 

the urgent need to address the rising threat 

of  terrorist networks such as Boko Haram in 

Nigeria and Al Shabaab in East Africa particularly 

in Kenya.

The Summit welcomed restoration of  political 

stability in Madagascar, Egypt, Mali, Guinea 

AU Heads of  State and 
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Peace and Security

and Food Security held in Malabo, Equatorial 

Guinea from 26-27th June, 2014, the 

leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) principles and targets 

based on the Maputo Declaration of  2003.

The Heads of  State and Governments were 

unanimous that conflicts and terrorism across 

Africa undermine the continent’s quest for 

economic and social transformation driven by 

the agriculture sector.

 “It is our responsibility as Heads of  State to 

ensure that none of  our territories is used 

by international terrorist groups. Agriculture 

development will be an elusive dream if  there 
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“Bissau and welcomed the newly elected 

presidents Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi of  Egypt, 

President Josẻ Mario Vaz of  Guinea Bissau, 

President Peter Mutharika of  Malawi and 

President Jacob Zuma of  South Africa.

Speaking as a special Guest during the official 

opening of  the Summit, United Nations Secretary 

General Ban Ki-Moon urged for respect of  

human rights and condemned violence which 

denies citizens the right to participate in all 

aspects of  society.

Mr. Ki-Moon commended the AU for declaring 

2014 as Africa Year of  Agriculture and Food 

Security and its resolve to end Hunger by 2025 

using agriculture as a source of  empowerment 

and engine for economic development.

And speaking earlier during the official opening, 

AU Commission Chairperson Her Excellency Dr. 

Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma (in picture) called for 

modernization and mechanization of  agriculture 

for increased productivity and resilience against 

climate change.

Dr. Zuma said modernising agriculture and agro-

processing was one way of  making agriculture 

attractive to the younger generation as the 

Green revolution needs their innovation, skills 

and energy.

She said there was need for increased public 

and private investment and implementation of  

irrigation projects to reduce dependency on 

rain-fed agriculture by farmers.

She said the AU adopted CAADP a decade ago 

to eradicate hunger, rural poverty, grow dynamic 

agricultural markets between African countries 

and regions and for Africa to be a strategic 

player in agricultural science and technology.

Dr. Zuma added that member states must 

address the skills gap by investing in training 

more bio-scientists, agronomists, mechanics 

and other critical skills necessary for agriculture 

Africa Union Member States have been 
urged to sustain the CAADP Momentum to 
accelerate agriculture transformation and to 

consolidate the gains of  the past decade.

African Union (AU) Chairperson His Excellency 
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, President of  Mauritania 
made the call in a speech during the opening 
session of  the 31st Session of  the NEPAD Heads 
of  State and Government Orientation Committee, 
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, held from 26th-27th 
June 2014. 

President Aziz (in picture) said although a lot has 
been achieved in the past 10 years, agriculture in 

For agriculture and our environment to 
flourish, we need conditions of  peace 
and stability, and for our people not 
to be under threat from armed gangs, 
terrorists, human and arms traffickers. 
Silencing the guns in every corner of  
Africa must remain a priority”, Dr Zuma
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Member States 
Urged to 
Sustain the

CAADP Momentum

Africa is still currently dominated by family farming 
while more than 200 million individuals still face 
food insecurity.

“There is need to accelerate agriculture 
transformation through increased productivity, 
improved trade and market access within the 
framework of  CAADP. The youth and women 
represent the main actors of  agriculture 
transformation in rural areas”, he said.

AU Commission Chairperson Her Excellency Dr. 
Nkosazana Zuma said the AU is now shifting 
gears to attain agriculture transformation and 
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food security by focusing on immediate areas that 
include skills development, science and technology 
adoption and industrialization through agro-
processing.

Dr. Zuma said modernizing agriculture will attract 
young people to be active participants in the 
agriculture sector but would need access to capital, 
infrastructure and storage facilities.

She called on member states and the private sector 
to invest in infrastructure in their countries adding 
that it was encouraging that many countries were 
already investing in infrastructure.

NEPAD Agency Chief  Executive Officer Dr. Ibrahim 
Mayaki said CAADP should be the programme of  
transformation for vision 2063 of  the African Union.

Dr. Mayaki observed that while many African 
countries recorded significant growth in some 
areas, malnutrition was still high particularly in 
rural areas. 

He noted that food security was an issue for 
national security and economic stability.

Further, he said sustainable management of  
Africa’s natural capital was critical for achieving 
food security taking into account emerging issues 
such as climate change. 

Dr. Mayaki further called for the integration 
of  Africa into the world market through agro-
processing and value addition. 

And speaking during a High Level Round 
discussion, South Africa’s President Jacob Zuma 
said he was encouraged by the successes 
registered under CAADP adding that it was one of  
NEPAD’s successful programmes. 

However, President Zuma noted that CAADP lacked 
connection with rural transformation issues.

“The specific focus on women is encouraging as 
more women work in agriculture than men. We 
need to strengthen women’s capacity to have 
impact on people’s lives. Shaping our future will 
require home grown solutions. So far we have seen 
increased productivity by more than 40% since 
2003”, he said.

President Zuma said South Africa’s experience 

on the CAADP process has been initiated by 
the appointment of  the CAADP Focal Point, 
establishment of  Multi-stakeholder Teams at 
national and provincial level and conducting Joint 
Sector Reviews to develop baseline information on 
food security and nutrition.

“The Agriculture Sector Expenditure Review to align 
CAADP with our policy objectives will be followed 
by the signing of  the CAADP Compact. The Post-
Compact activity will be the development of  the 
National Agriculture and Food Security Investment 
Plan (NAIP)”, he said. 

Zimbabwe Minister of  Agriculture, Mechanisation 
and Irrigation Development (MAMID) Dr. Joseph 
Made said his country has finalized the Zimbabwe 
Agriculture Investment Plan (ZAIP). The Plan spells 
out coordination mechanisms for public and private 
sector investment in the agriculture sector.

Dr. Made said the Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable 
Social and Economic Transformation (ZIMASSET) 
developed in 2013 as the country’s blueprint for 
achieving food and nutrition security is aligned to 
the CAADP framework.

“Since 2000, land and agrarian reforms have been 
catalytic on agriculture-led growth in Zimbabwe and 
have seen over 1.3 million people settled on 12 
million hectares of  land. In 2009, we recorded an 
impressive growth of  15%”, he said.

Dr. Made said other ministries such as Industry 
and Trade, Small and Medium Enterprises have 
been directed to focus on activities that impact on 
agriculture. 

On mechanization, he said Zimbabwe has taken 
the lead in distributing animal-drawn implements 
to farmers adding that eight agriculture training 
institutions have been established for student 
farmers.

Rwanda’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Honorable 
Louise Mushikiwabo said her country has recorded 
remarkable economic growth and poverty 
reduction in the past five years since the country 
embraced CAADP. Poverty reduction in this period 
amounted to 12% whereby the agriculture sector 
contributed by about 60% and lifted a total of  one 
million people out of  poverty. 
Hon. Mushikiwabo said Rwanda completed the 
implementation of  her National Agriculture 
Investment Plan (NAIP) and has embarked 
from June this year on the second cycle of  the 
Agriculture Sector Investment Plan (ASIP).  The 
role of  the private sector and public private 
partnerships (PPPs) in the two plans will be 
paramount.

She reiterated Rwanda’s commitment to the 
2003 Maputo Declaration principles and targets 
of  increasing budgetary allocation to at least 
10% to record agriculture sector growth of  6% 
per annum for the country’s social and economic 
transformation.

The Session endorsed the CAADP Results 
Framework as a viable tool for enhancing evidence-
based planning, monitoring and evaluation by 
member states in pursuit of  agricultural-led 
economic growth and monitoring by member states. 

The 31st Session of  the NEPAD Heads of  State and 
Government Orientation Committee also validated 
the study on “Mobilizing Domestic Financial 
Resources for Implementing NEPAD National and 
Regional Programmes and Projects- Africa Looks 
Within”.

The Study was done in partnership with the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa with 
input from Development Partners such as United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), African 
Development Bank, United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United 
Nations Department of  Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA). 

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya 
attended the 31st Session of  the NEPAD Heads of  
State and Government Orientation Committee. 

President Jacob Zuma 
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United Nations Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy on Climate Change and former 
President of  the Republic of  Ghana, His 

Excellency John Kufour urged African Union 
Heads of  State and Government to give Climate 
Change the attention it deserves as it is a reality.

Speaking during a High Level Round Table 
discussion during the 31st Session of  NEPAD 
Heads of  State and Government Orientation 
Committee, in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, former 
Ghanaian President Kufour said climate change 
is already with us and requires urgent action by 
the continent.

Mr. Kufour said while Agriculture and Food 
Security has been well articulated at the AU 
Summit of  Heads of  State and Government, 
it was important to link agriculture and food 
security to climate change.

“It is no longer enough for the continent to 
be focusing on results and impact of  climate 
change. The solution is climate smart agriculture 

by reducing agriculture’s contribution to 
climate change. This is a sustainable solution 
to increased productivity and incomes for our 
people”, he said.

Mr. Kufour invited African leaders to the UN 
Climate Change Summit in September 2014 in 
New York, in the United States of  America. He 
said the summit will provide an opportunity for 
leaders to share messages on the measures they 
are taking to addressing climate change.

“I hope African leaders will give importance 
to Climate Change at the Summit. By so doing 
we will be initiating a movement for agriculture 
transformation and food security on the 
continent”, Mr. Kufour said.

He further noted that CAADP National Agriculture 
and Food Security Investment Plans (NAIPs) are 
critical entry points for aligning efforts of  the 
African Alliance for Climate Smart Agriculture 
(AACSA). 

Speaking at the same occasion, Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director General 
Jose Graziano da Silva said while CAADP has 
transformed agriculture to ensure food security, 
there was need to reduce food imports by 
increasing productivity.

“To-date almost half  of  rice and two thirds of  
wheat is imported in Africa. This can be changed 
by increasing productivity, reducing post-harvest 
losses and by value addition”, Mr. da Silva said.

He observed that the declaration of  2014 as a 
Year of  Africa Agriculture and Food Security was 
timely as it coincided with the United Nations Year 
of  Family Farming. 

Mr. da Silva said that Africa remains mainly 
rural with family farmers accounting for more 
than 60% of  the farmers while over half  of  the 
population is less than 25 years.

“There is need to provide access to markets for 
small scale producers. There is also a strong 
conviction that agriculture provides opportunities 
for young people either in agriculture or service 
industries”, he said, adding that modernization 
of  family farming was vital for agriculture 
transformation.

Mr. da Silva announced the US$4 Million dollars 
support to NEPAD for facilitating implementation 
of  job creation programmes for the youth in 
agriculture.

He said FAO’s first priority was focused on 
renewed partnerships to end hunger by 2025 
and building resilience in Africa’s dry lands in the 
wake of  climate change by targeting poor rural 
communities who are more vulnerable with less 
coping mechanisms.

Give Climate Change due attention, 
African Leaders Urged
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The government of  Republic of  Ethiopia 

has been allocating more that 15% of  its 

annual budget to the agriculture sector, 

Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn has said.

Speaking at the AU Summit of  Heads of  State 

and Government in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, 

He said his government is committed to ensure 

Ethiopia achieves food security at both national 

and household level.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Desalegn held bilateral 

talks with newly elected Egyptian President Abdel 

Fattah Al-Sisi over the issue of  Ethiopia’s Grand 

Ethiopia exceeds the 
CAADP target

the Prime Minister said it was imperative for his 

country to renew its commitment to the CAADP 

principles and targets.

“We have been allocating more than 15% of  

our budget to the agriculture sector. We believe 

forward and backward linkage is important for 

agriculture transformation”, Prime Minister 

Desalegn said.

He said over the next decade his country aspires 

to raise productivity in order to attain food 

and nutrition security adding that Ethiopia will 

continue to allocate necessary resources to 

achieve this objective.

Renaissance Dam and Egypt’s water interests. 

At the press conference in Malabo, the two 

countries confirmed their commitment to 

cooperation and mutual respect.

They agreed that the Ethiopian government will 

avoid any possible harm from the Renaissance 

dam on Egypt’s water needs in return for the 

Egyptian government’s commitment to maintain 

constructive dialogue with Ethiopia.

The two countries emphasized the importance 

of  the Nile River as a main source of  life 

for Egyptians and awareness of  Ethiopia’s 

development needs.

Egyptian President Adbel Fattah al-Sisi with Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn
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modernization and industrialization.  

“For agriculture and our environment to flourish, 

we need conditions of  peace and stability, and 

for our people not to be under threat from 

armed gangs, terrorists, human and arms 

traffickers. Silencing the guns in every corner of  

Africa must remain a priority”, She concluded.

The 23rd Ordinary Session of  the African Union 

Heads of  State and Government was attended by 

44 Heads of  State and Government from Africa 

hosted by His Excellency President of  Equatorial 

Guinean President Teodore Obiang Nguema 

Mbasogo. 

Special Guests included the UN Secretary 

General Ban Ki-Moon, President of  the State 

of  Palestine, Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister 

of  Spain, Mariano Rajoy Brey and Vice Prime 

President of  Cuba, Salvado Valdes Mesa.

COMESA Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya 

together with representatives of  other Regional 

Economic Communities such as SADC, ECCAS, 

IGAD, EAC and ECOWAS attended the AU Heads 

of  State and Government Summit held in Malabo, 

Equatorial Guinea from 26-27th June, 2014.

The COMESA delegation to the summit led 

by the secretary General also included the 

Director of  the Gender Division, experts from the 

Units of  CAADP, Peace and Security, Technical 

Cooperation and Resource Mobilisation as 

well as the COMESA Representative at the AU 

Commission, Ambassador Salvator Matata. 


